2014 HeaLTHY SoiLs MINI-GRANT

FINAL REPORT
1

PROJECT TITLE: HEALTHY SOILS EDUCATION DaTE:  10/10/14
SWCD: SumMMIT SWCD PHONE: 330-929-2871
ADDRESS: 2525 STATE RoAD, CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO, 44223

GRANT ADMINISTRATOR: _SANDY BARBIC {JEANNINE ROYER-FISCAL AGENT.) SBARBIC@SUMMITSWCD.ORG, JROYER@SUMMITSWCD.ORG

COLLABORATORS: _ SUMMIT COUNTY MS4’ ComMmMUNITIES, NRCS, OSU EXTENSION, GooD NATURE ORGANIC LAWN CARE, COUNTRYSIDE

CONSERVANCY, ODNR {REQUESTED)

PROJECT STARTING DATE: MARCH 1, 2014 PROJECT ENDING DATE: DECEMBER 31, 2014.

GRANT REQUEST: $1000.00 $1000.00 (MAXIMUM $1,000)
LocalL MATCH: $5000.00 {INDICATE ESTIMATED CASH OR IN-KIND MATCH ON BACK OF FORM)

TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET:  $6228.13 (INCLUDE ESTIMATED LIST OF EXPENDITURES ON BACK OF THIS FORM)

PROJECT SUMMARY (INCLUDE DESCRIPTION AND BRIEF STATEMENT ON HOW INTENDED AUDIENCE WILL BENEFIT FROM THE PROJECT):



%M SIGNATURE, SWCD BOARD CHAIR ~ DATE OcToBER 10, 2014
/w J v w

LiST OF ESTIMATED PROJECT EXPENDITURES

Item Grant Cash Match In-Kind Match Total
Printed Materials for 6 Workshops $220.42 $228.13 $448.55
962 copies of “Healthy Lawn Care Calendar” _ $779.58 $72.20 $779.58
Staff Hours 200 X $25.00 $5000.00 $5000.00
Totals $1000.00 $300.33 $5000.00 §6228.13

~ Applications must be postmarked by 10/31/13 to be considered for funding.

Return Mini-Grant Application to:

Jeanne Russell, NPS Pollution Education Coordinator
ODNR/DSWR

2045 Morse Road, Building B-3
Columbus, OH 43229-6693
614-265-6682 fax: 614-262-2064
e-mail: jeanne.russell@dnr.state.oh.us



2014 Healthy Soils Mini-Grant Program
Final Report
October 10, 2014

Summit Soil & Water Conservation District held a series of workshops in
2014 which focused on soil health. These workshops stressed soil health
for both urban and agricultural land uses. Three workshops that focused
on soil health were as follows: Soil Fertility, Small Farm Conservation
Planning, and Pasture Walk and Rotational Grazing. Two urban
workshops, one in Northfield Center Township and one in Silver Lake
Village, promoted soil health through organic lawn care methodologies, the
4R’s and soil food web education. Our intentions for these workshops
were that they would target our urban and rural land uses and help to
reduce nutrient loads and sediment from entering our watersheds from
surface runoff, field tile and storm drains.

While working with other government agencies, communities and non-
profit organizations we reached our intended audience of small specialized
farms and residential homeowners.

The District partnered with a variety of organizations and enlisted support
and collaboration from these groups:

¢ 31 Summit County Communities

s Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

e Good Nature Organic Lawn Care LLC

¢ Countryside Conservancy

¢ Ohio State University Extension

¢ Cuyahoga Valley National Park

¢ Cleveland Metroparks

¢ Beyond Pesticides

¢ NEO-PIPE (Northeast Ohio Public Involvement Public Education)

group.



¢ NOACA-(Northeast Ohio Area wide Coordinating Agency)
e Cuyahoga County Health Department

e The City of Avon Lake

e Chagrin River Watershed Partners

e Tinker's Creek Watershed Partners

¢ The Lake Erie Central Basin Work Group

e Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District

¢ Geauga Soil & Water Conservation District

¢ Portage Soil & Water Conservation District

¢ Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District
e Lake County Soil & Water Conservation District

e Lorain County Storm Water District

o Summit Soit & Water Conservation District

The District appiied for an ODNR mini-grant in the amount of $1000.00 to
use for:

e Printing of educational materials to be distributed at the workshops
(including copies of presenters’ power-points and the “4R’s”
brochures.)

¢ Purchase of (Northeast Ohic Public Involvement Public Education
group) NEO PIPE’s “Healthy Lawn Care” Calendars to be distributed
at the workshops and to the general public.

The “4R’s” brochure, created in 2013, is the product of collaboration among
the members of the “Lake Erie Central Basin Work Group” (SWCD’s from
Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, L.ake, Portage, Summit, and Trumbull
Counties.) This brochure was created in response to a blossoming
increase in algae blooms, for the purpose of educating the public in the
wise use of fertilizers and to promote healthy l[andscaping practices. The
brochure explains fertilizer basics of application which are:

¢ The Right Type-Have your soil tested to determine fertilizer needs
and use phosphorous-free products.



e The Right Rate-Soil test results will supply the appropriate fertilizer
rate. Never apply more than 1.5 pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square
feet.

e The Right Time-September is the best time to fertilize grasses when
cool-season grasses are actively growing.

* Right Place-Proper fertilization techniques promote soil health, and
protect waterways and wildlife.

Using the “4R’s” brochure will made use of existing materials and
enhanced the statewide spread of information of the “4R’s” program,
supported by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Natural Resource
Conservation Service and the Ohio Federation of Soil & Water

Conservation Districts.

The NEO PIPE “Healthy Lawn Care” Calendar is the final product that
resulted after the group was awarded an Ohio Environmental Education
Fund (OEEF) grant, which we applied for in July, 2013. (NEO PIPE
consists of SWCD'’s from Cuyahoga, Lake, Lorain, Geauga, Portage,
Medina, and Summit Counties, along with the Chagrin River Watershed
Partners, Tinker's Creek Watershed Partners, the Cuyahoga County Board
of Health, the City of Avon Lake, the Lorain County Stormwater District,
and NOACA (Northeast Ohio Area wide Coordinating Agency.)

The calendar is both educational and functional. It is a practical hands-on
tool, featuring healthy lawn care practices that urban and suburban
residents and agricuitural operators will be able to use month by month to
promote soil health and protect water quality.

Besides the 982 calendars that were purchased with the ODNR mini-grant,
6750 were purchased with OEEF grant funds, 500 by Cleveland
Metroparks, 1000 by Good Nature Organic Lawn Care, 1852 by the Lake
Erie Central Basin Work Group, and 2500 by the Cuyahoga Soil & Water
Conservation District. The total for the calendars distributed in the
Northeast Ohio Region is 13,064. The total funds raised to purchase the
calendars amounted to $11,264.00.



The calendars have been provided to communities to use in their public
education and outreach efforts, and have also been distributed at county
fairs, targeted-audience workshops, and other community activities in the
seven counties in the NEO-PIPE region. We have also obtained a price
guote in case any other community or organization would like to have more
calendars printed.

Summit SWCD wishes to thank ODNR / Division of Soil & Water
Resources for their part in the opportunity to produce and distribute these
calendars promoting soil health and environmentally friendly landscaping
practices and for the funds used toward the printing of the “4R’s” and other
materials distributed at the workshops. We appreciate the ongoing
assistance in our efforts to reach out and educate the public about healthy
soil and water.,



Organic Lawn Care Workshop
Saturday, March 1, 2014, 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
L Village of Silver Lake Hall
Conavrvatios outa 2961 Kent Road, Silver Lake, OH, 44224
Sponsored by: The Village of Silver Lake and
The Summit Soil and Water Conservation District.

Evaluation Form
(Please complete this evaluation form and return to the registration table. Thank you for
vour feedback.)
1. Please rate each presentation/session on a scale of 1-5 (with 5§ being excellent) and
provide comments.

Presenter Rating Comments

Urban Stormwater Pollution & Your Yard -
Brian Prunty-Summit SWCD 4

Pesticides & Their Health Risks
Joan Spoerl-Beyond Pesticides Ohio

How to Make a Sustainable Yard to
Reduce Your Footprint-Brian Prunty

A Comprehensive Organic Lawn Care
Program-Alec McClennan-Good Nature

Organic Lawn Care

2. How satisfied were your with 3. How satisfied were you with the
the overall content of the program? organization of this workshop?

Very Satisfied . Very Satisfied Y

Satisfied Satisfied

Neutral Neutral

Unsatisfied Unsatisfied

Comments: Comments:

4. What did you like ?ost about the Organic Lawn C Cﬁ; Workshop?

[ealth  of Sheni date - besad yeopumen

5. Did you learn anything that will be helpful to you with your own lawn and landscaping?

Yes

6. Suggestions for future topics. Cx ég Wit wead GWyrtvel tpe beddwa ave s
Thank you for your attendance and participation in our workshop. q’
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Soil Fertility & Soil Health Workshop

Tueseday, April 28, 2014, 8 a.m,-1:00 p.m.
Church in the Valley, 2241 Everett Road, Peninsula, Ohio, 44264
Sponsored by: The Countryside Conservancy
The Ohio State University Extension
The Summit Soil and Water Conservation District.

Evaluation Form
(Please complete this evaluation form and return to the registration table. Thank you for
your feedback.)

1. Please rate each presentation/session on a scale of 1-5 (with 5 being excellent) and
provide comments.

Presenter Rating Comments

Steve Prebonic, ODNR-Introduction to G At uies 4 suil ~ g glidey 1
Soils S oAk + STo P

Steve Culman Ph.D, O8U-80il Fertility S Griak < o(.’vvoi\\m - 6@:%4
3080 7= 300l olpility o cvaven By

Ann Brandt, Walnut Creek Seeds- S Greek ﬁ""m\)ﬁ\’\ b\XV\v\\\uq g KNW\A()Q

Cover Crops CAPS. Effecine. ommaSatima |
2. How satisfied were your with 3. How satisfied were you with the
the overall content of the program? organization of this workshop?
Very Satisfied 5 Very Satisfied S

Satisfied Satisfied

Neutral Neutral

Unsatisfied Unsatisfied

Comments;__(\ood  wfy 1o a comments:_Guad e 06 [ Ale sradks)
I ol oudian g W Moy Perlrops, hoda,  adnefisie (a,
\\.)J—&f.)

4. What did you |ike most about the Soil Fertility & Soil Health Workshop?
Godd dninndet o b avabing cptelaaps § ‘N\;k (l\»\ \/ /m» o Dy
\‘q‘): B (A IR0 ,{’\ b J !

6. Did you learn anything that will be helpful to you in improving your own soil’s health?
(Ur)sw(uinﬁq) AN N 3\\Q(k VAW

6. Suggestions for future topics._ ' Jrans  Twur - Ao Siehon St dx
Thank vou for vour attendance and participation in our workshop. < I g O Vo .




Keeping Your Watershed Healthy _
Green Yards and Clean Waters

When: Sunday, August, 17, 2014 2:00 p.Mm. - 4:00 p.m.

. | Where:  The Northfield Center Town Hall
| 9546 Brandywine Road, Northfield, Ohio, 44067

Who: Free and open to the public! This program is for everyone interested in
learning about healthy landscaping practices for your own backyard,
community, watershed, and beyond. We are hoping to include local residents,

; % landscapers, public officials, and park staff in our audience.

(] R.S.V.P. Reservations by Thursday, August 14, 2014, are preferred but

not required. Register by phone: (330) 467-7646 ext. 5;

email: townhall@northfieldcenter.com; or fax: (330) 650-0815.

Join us to learn about the countless benefits of practicing organic lawn care, planting native
plants and trees, reducing the size of your lawn and other healthy practices that promote
storm water quality and nutrient reduction in our ponds, streams, rivers, and lakes.

FEATURED PRESENTATION:

Healthy Watershed Practices
Summit Soil and Water Conservation District: Sandy Barbic-Education Specialist

Sponsored by:
Northfield Center Township and the Summit Soil & Water Conservation District

Keeping Your Yard Green and Our Waters Clean-Healthy Landscaping Calendars
will be given to attendees courtesy of the Northeast Ohio Public Involvement
Public Education (NEO PIPE) group. Development and printing of these
calendars was made possible with grants from The Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Soil &
Water Resources, and the Lake Erie Central Basin Work Group.




9 50 10 00 am—Break | _gf’%{* , ok
10 00 - 11 30 am—Sorl Fertlhty (Steve Culman Ph D OSU)
11 30- 11:45 A Break:!

}\

11\45 12 45 pm—Cover Crops (Ann Brandt Walnut Creek Seeds)

Aprul 29 2014
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ORGANIC LAWN CARE WORKSHOP:
GROW A GREENER YARD WITH HEALTHY SOILS

Saturday, March 1, 2014  9:00 am - 12:00 pm
at the Village of Silver Lake Hall
2961 Kent Road, Silver Lake, OH 44224

4

A healthy lawn with healthy soil requires less work, time and energy. By
feeding your soil instead of your lawn, you’ll have a lush green yard without
impacting the water quality of our lakes, rivers and streams. Join us for this
fun, informational workshop to learn: '

. Organic lawn care basics and benefits 0@ @0,
« Reducing your environmental foot print from your yard ’ s
o Common problems and organic remedies

» Why healthy soil makes good sense and cents

» Recruiting others to green your lawn

« Understand organic lawn care through the seasons

Register today to reserve your seat at this free program! Reservations can be
made by contacting Denny Stoiber at dennis9250@att.net or call 330-388-3852.

Register today hecause seats are limited!
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Rotational Grazing & Pasture Walk Workshop

Wednesday, May 28, 2014, 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Trapp Family Farm, 1019 W, Streetsboro Road, Peninsula, Ohio, 44264
Sponsored by: The Ohio State University Extension ..M/L
The Countryside Conservancy 1
The Summit Soil and Water Conservation District.

Evaluation Form
(Please complete this evaluation form and return to the registration table. Thank you for
your feedback.) :

1. Please rate the presentation/session on a scale of 1-6 (with § bemg excellent) and
provide comments.

Presenter Rating Comments C L

; , T i}
Rory Lewandowski, Forage expert & =+ WolpERFUL I \W{— Mt
Wayne County Agricultural & Natural ) PIoWLEY LB BASE = Awewi-
Resource Extension Educator INERALTIVE “FAR- P W TREWE  SAARIES,

2. How satisfied were your with 3, How satisfied were you with the
the overall content of the program? organization of this workshop?

Very Satisfied v Very Satisfied v

Satisfied Satisfied

Neutral Neutral

Unsatisfied

Unsatisfied
. Comments:

Comments:

4, What did you like most about the Rotational Grazing and Pasture Walk Workshop?
RORM  LEWWITD yle

5. Did you learn anything that will be helpful to you in improving pasture health and
production on your grazing land? e

8. Suggestions for future fopics, WK TENEE_Q0e_Col CEACN —
Thank you for your attendance and patrticipation in our workshop.
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