
2014 Healthy Soils Mini-Grant Report 

 

Project Completion Date: September 21, 2014 

Major Accomplishments/Successful Initiatives: 

On Friday, September 19, 2014, 120 school children from Botkins and New Knoxville Schools 
traveled to the Eschmeyer farm and on Sunday, September 21, 2014, 600 adults and children 
visited the Eschmeyer farm during the Shelby County Farm Tour.  

The school children participated in four stations; learning about the importance of soil health 
and cover crops, making miniature soil profiles to take home, visiting the soils trailer to learn 
about soil formation and what lives in the soil along with visiting the SK Worm trailer to learn 
additional facts about how and why soil is important and relevant to their lives.  

On Sunday, the adults and children who came to the Eschmeyer farm had the same 
experiences along with the opportunity to talk one on one with the Eschmeyers to gain more 
in depth information about the success they have had increasing their soil health by using 
cover crops.  

Variations from the Original Proposal: None 

Budget Summary:  Attached 

Plans for use of remaining funds: No remaining funds 

Program evaluation & plans for continuation: 

Teachers and students expressed their appreciation for the knowledge gained and eagerly 
participated in the soils activities. Families who experienced the soils stations at the 
Eschmeyer farm during the Shelby County Farm Tour also were actively engaged in the soils 
stations and touring the cover crops used throughout the farm.  

Another unique aspect of this project is the volunteer hours that were contributed by twenty 
Shelby County Master Gardeners. The Master Gardener volunteers came for training and 
assisted with teaching the stations for both the school groups and the general public. Many 
Master Gardeners also shared that they had gained a great deal of knowledge about soil 
through these events. 

The Master Gardeners have also indicated that they would be willing to lead soils stations for 
future events and have even suggested that we endeavor to bring the soil and SK Worm 
trailers to future events in Shelby County.  

 

Suggestions for improving future projects:  



For future events we would like to invite additional schools to participate and would like to 
investigate the possibility of having additional farms open to the public that are using cover 
crops and various nutrient management practices to showcase additional conservation 
efforts. 

Examples of Print Materials/Media Coverage: Attached (please see “Harvest Sun Farm”) 

 

Submitted by: 

Shelby Soil & Water Conservation District 

Lynda Adams, Education Coordinator 

(937) 492-6520, ext. 117 

Lynda.adams@oh.nacdnet.net 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF PROJECT EXPENDITURES 
          

Item Grant Cash Match 
In-Kind 
Match Total 

Soils Trailer (rental & mileage) $555.00     $555.00 
SK Worm - Animated (rental, mileage) $445.00 $261.00 SWCD   $706.00 
800 SK Worm Act. Books - 800 @ $0.25 $0.00 $200.00 Farm Bureau   $200.00 
500 SK Worm Coloring Books - 500 @ $0.25 $0.00 $125.00 Farm Bureau   $125.00 
800 SK Worm Tattoos- 100/$6.00 $0.00 $48.00 Farm Bureau   $48.00 
Backhoe for Soil Pit (locate contractor) $0.00   $225.00 $225.00 
Printing for Adult Resources $0.00   $200.00 $200.00 
          
          

Totals: $1,000.00 $634.00 $425.00 $2,059.00 
          
          
          
          
          

 

mailto:Lynda.adams@oh.nacdnet.net


Tour  includes  free  refreshments,  demonstrations,  and maps  at  every       
location. Watch the media outlets the week of Sept. 15 for details. If you 
have  further questions contact Shelby Soil & Water   Conservation   Dis‐
trict  or  Farm  Service  Agency  at  937‐492‐6520,  OSU  Extension  at                     
937‐498‐7239 or Shelby Co. Farm Bureau at 877‐775‐7642. 

 Hubbard Feeds Inc. 
104 Oak Street 

Botkins 

 Paradise Acres 
5641 SR 274 
New Bremen 

 Frankenberg Dairy 
6401 Lock Two Rd. 

New Bremen 

 Harvest Sun Farm 
5601 Lock Two Rd. 
New Knoxville 



 

Stop Sponsors 
Sidney Visitors Bureau 
Trupointe Cooperative 

Osgood State Bank 
Tri‐County Insurance 
Sidney Best One Tire 
Luthman Ag Services 

 

Friend of Tour Sponsors 
Bensman Enterprises 
Minster Vet. Serice 

Meyer’s Garage & Drive‐Thru 
Eilerman Insurance 
Gary Flinn Co., IPA 

Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Kenneth Rethman, CPA 
McCrate, DeLaet & Co. 
AG Boogher & Son, Inc. 

Schafer Oil 
Koenig Equipment 
Barker Insurance 
Pioneer Electric 

Elsass Farms 
Paradise Acres 

National Farmer Organization 
Modern Minds Farm Bureau Council 

Anna FFA Young Farmers 
 

Tour Organization Committee 
Shelby Soil & Water Conservation District 

Shelby County Farm Bureau 
OSU Extension, Shelby County 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
 

The  Frankenberg  family  are  second  generation  farmers,  who  are   
milking 110 Holstein cows and raising crops like corn, wheat and hay 
on 400 acres of  land. To advance the technology on their farm, the 
family  has  recently  added  a  robotic milkers.  In  addition,  they  are           
active conservationists and use many practices to protect the soil. At 
the farm the Shelby Co. Dairy Boosters will be serving ice cream and 
the Shelby Co. Farm Bureau will have kid’s games and crafts. 

Lloyd Schroer and Kurt Rindler and  their  families are  farming over 
1000 acres of crop land as well as operating dairy beef feedlot. Their 
many conservation practices include conservation tillage, filter strips 
along open ditches, grassed waterways and a series of “water & sedi‐
ment control basins” that control the rate of runoff from their farm 
ground  similar  to detention ponds  in municipalities. Their  family  is 
working hard to ensure the farm is passed on to future generations! 
Also, at their stop the Shelby Co. Cattleman’s will be serving samples 
of  beef  products.  Folks  from Mercer  Landmark will  be  on  hand  to 
talk about how Paradise Acres feeds their animals.  

Jeff and Deb Eschmeyer are fifth generation farmers who are taking 
everyday farming  in a different direction! The Eschmeyer’s operate a 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program on their farm. The 
CSA allows customers to buy a “share” of the farm’s bounty for the 
season.  Each  customers  receives  a weekly  basket  of  produce  along 
with a newsletter to help utilize the products. Stop out and visit their 
unique  farm  and  look  at  their  growing    operation,  specialty  equip‐
ment and the special additions from the Shelby Soil & Water Conser‐
vation District. The district will have, “The World Beneath Your Feet” 
educational  trailer  that will give visitors hands on experience about 
soil. They will also have the animated S.K. Worm program for kids!  

Hubbard Feeds has a  long history of providing a  full  range of  re‐
search based nutrition products  and  innovative  support  services. 
Customers range from those who produce meat, milk and eggs to 
those with  specialty  and  companion  animals  and  increasingly  to 
niche  segments  ranging  from  show  feed  customers  to  lifestyle 
farmers. No matter what the animal, the goal  is still the same; to 
provide high quality nutrition products and services that help our 
customers achieve  success and personal  satisfaction. Stop by  the 
Botkins plant to see how animal feed  is made and  join the Shelby 
County Pork Producers for samples! 
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