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Trumbull SWCD and its partners held conservation education workshops on soil health 
topics including backyard conservation modules and agricultural modules.   The 
backyard conservation seminar series focused on soil health and what landowners 
could do to help prevent erosion.  Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants, Healthy You was held in 
a partnership with Earth Angel Farm.  Earth Angel Farm is a non-profit organization 
which supports individuals with physical/ developmental disabilities and those under-
served in the community through employment, education and socialization in an 
agricultural setting.  
 
The agricultural module was the Cover Crop Field Day.  Participants were provided with 
information regarding Trumbull SWCD’s No Till Drill Rental Program, a partnership with 
Bortnick Tractor Sales, Cover Crop Resource List, Control of Marestail in No-Till 
Soybeans, USDA NRCS Soil Quality Information Sheets, USDA NRCS Farm Bill 
program factsheets and brochures, Secrets of Soil handouts and a Midwest Cover 
Crops Field Guide.  Presenters included USDA NRCS, the agricultural producer, Doll 
Lumber (woodcock specific timbering highlighted) and OSU Extension professionals.  
 
Soil test kits and kitchen compost bins with filters were provided to seminar participants.  
These tools helped implement recommended practices within the 4-R Tomorrow and 
the NRCS soil health programs.   
 
The backyard conservation sessions also provided information to landowners on 
integrated pest management and storm water best management practices.  Backyard 
Conservation Manuals were provided to participants and printed materials for soil and 
water stewardship were also included in the participants’ packets.  Rain barrel and rain 
garden information was also made available to interested attendees.    
 
The overall goal of the Dig Deeper: Soil Health Seminar Series was to increase 
awareness of soil health concerns locally, regionally, and nationally and to increase 
participation in best management practices at home and in the field.  The objectives of 
the grant were met and Trumbull SWCD plans to continue hosting workshops related to 
soil health.   
 

 
Evaluation 
Approximately 45 individuals participated in the Dig Deeper: Soil Health Seminar series 
(excluding the 2015 Composting Conference) with 20 individuals attending the Healthy 
Soil, Healthy Plants, Healthy You Conference, 11 individuals attending the Cover Crop 
Field Day and 14 individuals at the last seminar.  The evaluations from all of the 
programs were positive overall.  Some participants in the backyard conservation 



programs did not have prior soil knowledge while others were agricultural producers and 
OSU Extension Master Gardeners and had a good base of knowledge.  The varied 
audience members can make planning and achieving educational goals slightly difficult.  
Even those with soils experience felt that the seminar they attended was, at the very 
least, a good refresher for them.  As Trumbull SWCD moves forward with partnerships 
to continue conservation education programs focused on soil, staff will try to incorporate 
a knowledge range (perhaps beginner and advanced) in future workshops to help 
ensure those participants with specific knowledge gain as much as those without prior 
knowledge.  The Cover Crop Field Day, while not as well attended, provided new 
information to participants.  Earth Angel Farm and Trumbull SWCD partnered on 
another soil based program, the Composting Conference in March 2015.   
 

 

  

 

Photos from Trumbull SWCD’s Soil Health Seminar Series 
 

 

Presenters & Participants smiling after a great day of learning at the Healthy Soil, 
Healthy Plants, Healthy You Conference presented by Earth Angel Farm and Trumbull 
SWCD. 



 
Rid-All, Cleveland, Ohio sharing their story of a green partnership.  Urban Agriculture in 

Cleveland is definitely an example for other cities.  
 
 

 
USDA NRCS District Conservationist, Jonathon Mauk, reviewing soils and cover crop 

information with an agricultural producer.   



 
 

Cover Crop Field Day Flyer  
 



Tribune Chronicle Workshop Articles  

 
 



 
 



Tribune Chronicle Workshop Articles 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Discussing the displays, handouts, and presentations at the Composting Conference.  
 

 

 

Budget Report      
           

   
 
 
     Item   Grant      Cash Match       In-Kind Match              
 
HS,HP,HY Conference Speakers - EAF        $425.00 $475 hotel & flight donated 
 
Soil Test Kits        $360.00     
(purchased through PSU Extension)      
 
Kitchen Composting Pails and filters               $530.30 
 



Resource Materials (Let it Rot book, soil meters) $68.87 
Midwest Cover Crops Field Guide                                                                                                $100.00  
 
 
NRCS Soil Health Materials (printed)             $103.09 
 
SWCD 4-R Materials (printed)                $35.55 
 
SWCD SOIL & WATER STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS          $22.25 
  
NE Ohio Rain Garden Manual                                                                                                    $101.25 
 
Soil Survey Books w/ hydric soil sheet               $101.25 
 
Printing (EAF – HS, HP, HY Conference)              $271.33 
 
Mailing (EAF – HS, HP, HY Conference)               $200.00   
          
Meeting Room Rental ($25 each for 3 seminars)               $75.00 
 
Planners’ Salaries (SWCD staff/partners doesn’t include volunteers)                         $4,320.00 
 
Volunteer Time (EAF – HS,HP,HY Conference)            $10,000.00      
 
Refreshments – lunches for HS,HP, HY Conference      $300.00 
Refreshments for last seminar – donated               $20.00  
 
   
 
Totals   $959.17 GRANT                 $ 747.25 CASH MATCH         $15,802.47 IN KIND MATCH 
                  
                             $17,508.89 TOTAL PROJECT  
 

 

 


