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The Department



THE DEPARTMENT

As prouided by the Constitution of

the State of Ohio, Article lI, Section
36, "La'ws may be passed...to pro-

aide for the consenntion of the

natural resources of the state... " ;
and as proaided by the founding
legislation in 1949, Amended Senate
Bill 13 of the 98th General Assem-
bly, the Ohia Department of Natu-
ral Resaurces is the legally autho-
rizeil executiae and administratiae
agency of State goaernment whirh
"shall formulate and put into execu-

tion a long term comprehmsive plan

and yrogram for the dettelopment
and wise use of the natural re-

sources Ethe state..."
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Soil cotlsetaitiotl is
J1u\da fiientnl f! lt rosparaus ng r iculttie,
nnd tonl! l .r  r !r . i l ,  , ,  'ol l t i  lg i .s t t  cf icl ior
teclt l l lqut tA fclnld ;r)/ l  d/ 'dsl. ' l l  Orl
slopig ta tut laLl i t l  Ohio. Photo bv E.
Colc, 1956.

Joseph J. Sommer,
Director

-

hio is a state with an ideal geographi-
cal location and an abundance of nafural
resources. It enjoys the beauty and diversity of
ttre four seasons. The state's fertile soil and
plentiful supply of fresh water suppori a
thriving agricultural community (Fig. 1.1).
lndustrial production prospers bringing
economic well-being to the state. The many
forests, parks, and waterways offer a wide
variety of recreational opportunities to Ohio's
citizens and to tho6e who visit the state amu-
ally as tourists (Figs. 1.2 & 1.3). Indeed, Ohio is
"Naturally the heart of it alll"

The activities of the Ohio Departnent of
Natural Resources touch the lives of all Ohio
ans. Created in 1949 by Amended Senate Bill
13, the Departmmt was designed to "f ormulate
and put into execution a long term comprehen-
sive plan and program for the developmmt
and wise use of the nafural resources of the
state, to the end that the health, happiness and
wholesome enjoymmt of life of the people of
Ohio may be further encouraged; that increased
recreational opportunities and advantag$ be
made available to the people of Ohio and her
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visitors; thai industry, agricnltue, employment investment,
and other economic inter ests may be assisted and encour-
aged." Il:l essence, ODNR is the steward of Ohio's abundant
natural resources, developing as well as preserving lhe
legary for future gmerations.

Operating with an annual budget of approximaiely $187
million for fiscal year L989 /\V)O, +he Deparfment contrib-
utes significantly to the quality of lifu in Ohio. Through the
efforts of thousands of dedicated and qualified staff mem-
bers in twelve Dvisions and five Offices (see Figure 3.27 on
page 33), ODNR strives to protect and manage the resources
of Ohio through legislation" cooperative agreements, special
programs, land acquisition, land developmen! research, and
financial assistance. The Department operates under the
executive branch of State govemmmt and receives advice
and consent from 15 statutory councils and commissions
(see Figure 4.2 on page 36).

ODNR Headquarters is housed in eight modem office
buildings located on a l9-acre site in north Columbus that
was purchased in the summer of 1988 (Fig. 1.4). However,
the malority of departmental percorulel are scattered
throughout the state sen'ing the needs of the public (Fig.
1.5). ODNR owns and manages approximately 400,000
acres of land including 72 State Parks and 9 resort lodges
(Fig. 1.6), 19 State Forests, 93 State Nature Preserves of
which 34 are open to the public (Fig. 1.7), and 85 State
Wildlife Areas. The Deparhnent leases, manages, or has use
agreements with other public and private entities for
approdmately 350,000 addiiional acres. Also, the Depart-
ment has jurisdiction over more than 100,000 acres of inland
waters as weU as Ohio' s portions of Lake Erie and the Ohio
River (Fig. 1.8). These lands and waters are managed to
provide recreational activities such as hiking (Fig. 1.9),
fishing (Fig. 1.10), hunting and camping for all Ohioans,
and to preserve our forests and unique natural areas.
Regulatory services protect the land from pollution while
assisting the oil and gas, and mining industries. Technical
services map the ground water (Fig. 1.11), geology (Fig.
1.12), and the soils of the state for use by private industry
and individuals. Ai a1l times, the Departtrrent strives to
serve the public need.

Figure 1.7 . PInn f l i te 0t Irroin Pniric Stltte NRtur e Prcserzte in Lucas
CtnnllV it itlt ffpralal bt1 Al[ison Ci/sick, Clti. f Bo|atlisl. Photo bV
Cuu Dentlv , Jul! 

'1987.

F/1'!71' 1.8. The Cincitnnti lliattjoit Patk arcd, dc-oelopcd ii1 pdtt 'toith

rrtrc fhntt 53.4 ttrillian in Lard and lIqLtt Cotl.en)atiar FLud nssist. tca
0rl i?' i l l . i , rrr l  1'v {)D\R . prot id$ tunu ol lnrtut l i t i t '  ta rn j lv fhc
1r,t tr lr t tr  of l l t t  t  ) lu,t  1l r : t '  r  i l  iat l ] i r4iut1 tt ' i l l t  lhr JVti l ics oJ
Llaurlto?rxl Ci11cit1nnti. Office d Outdoor Recrcation Sctrlices Iilc l1lloLo.

Ir,qrrr. i..9. ODNR Delntty DircctotAnne Wickhatn pauses on her
hiki: ir Folt)lct W{trl i SLtf e Nntur ,: Pr escrce h Richlnd Cou'rtrl lo
ol,scn'c ODNR Arlis f liti Glooet Lloiig sonc wttne fh()tatrupl1y.
IrlnLo btt Ctl Den fltt, Jtl ly 1 .q86.



The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has played a
maior role in helping to maintain the economic vitality of
the state and has contr ibuted substantially to the recrea-
tional oppor tulities available to its citizens. The resource
management professionals in the Deparhnent have consis-

F i t t r i  l . l l t  I - i u i l t t
l i . / i i i te l la Ostenni t  ' t i

L l r ) i r , r , l , i is  j l ] { ' i l , r r  i l t r ! /
i  , : , r ' r '  J : r t , i r  l i t r  " t \ i i ! , ' t i t '

i - t l t t i t i l  . i  : l r  l^ i j r ! t l  "

i r i r r , r l r  l rv  S.r ' i , . ) i  /1
( , i r r : r ,  1 ! 8 1 1 .

I :* t i r  
'1 . i  

1.  'a . : ' . . r i i t i r !

t i1 t , i  I t t i i r i t i  ar , . , iar1[ ; ] r , i
( ) / i r i r ' i  i i . r l r f  i i  r , ' i4r i i r l , i i
t1  t i t  t : t t t  i i t i t i i tc !1 l i t i l tL i  i i :
t t i tL i  ' l t iL) t1 l t . '  i t j r t .  Dn-ae
Crrstc/ / ,  l i r / , i i r , / r , . ! is l ,
r r rars! i r  a!  r r i ld  faaarr i i  l / t i
/ . i ' .1  r ) f  i , ' - i ) r i r i , l  i i ,J l f r  i iJ
r i l r  t j l rSaI i r r r i / {1,  i / t /1,
.r1ti.{irsr i!1.15.

/ i r t , t ' r '  l .  l l .  T l t : t l t l i t l t r
r i r1r1 , , iv t l t i r r ' !  r r l  Ol , ; ( ) 's
l,(11,-(r.l ,ir, lr.jrill

L)a i \ i t i t i ) ! i t ! : :  L i i i ! t t r t l i
F i r l i t , t  4,1 r ' r r l  r i r  l i l ;11
t i : l  l i t : ,  r  L, t f l r  i11 ' t ' t " '  t i t t '  t t
Crr i i , i i t , / .  . i - / i r ' ! i . r l . r /
cotr l i l i t :o s r t r t r ,  r r , f  | r r i i
, i  crs la i ' r  lJ i i t iar i  -Sldh's
iji.l,)'fl /r.l I 1r j ..rt'r.t..1
j l r  19"{ !1.  i r / l r i ( r  / rv
! ' ,1 i .1| i t l  l l , i |s t i t ,  . / \ ' l t i i
r'is:1.

Department

tently exhibited a sincere concem for the welfar e of our

natural resources and the People who use them. This book

is a tdbute to their murny years of devoted service.

Sincere thanks and gratitude are owed to all who have

worked so diligently to compile this story of resource
management in Ohio.
As the Depadment
celebrated its 40th
Armiversary on 11
August 1989 (Fig.

1.13), oul hope is that

this document will
serve as a reference to
sfudents, conserva-
tionists, and the
thousands involved
in advocacy pursuits.
As for the Depart-
ment, our goal for the
future is to build on
the outstanding
accomplishments of
the last 40 years.

i iyurt l . l . ' ' .  Grn,etnat
Richati  F ,  Celeste i  i t l  f  )
ioi i1.Ll ODNR Dirctor
Jttst:1tlt l. Sonntet i back
Lt:r l t :1) i i t  i ta!( i . i f i i t1t l  Nlr s.
Mtlr l  ILShoerntkcr,
i t '  i i lai .  t t  '1nnL' tD i  t .clo t '
Shwintktr,  i trLl l r t i tet
I l i teclots l lobe* W.
7'enter (bttk r1: lr t)  nid
F rcd  E ,  Mo la  ( )D i \  l l . ' .
1l) lh Anti i tci int i l  Pt lr ! t l  () l j
l i  .A r r s l l i l 1 ! l 89 , r l l r r '
Llrio St/irc fdir'.t,'r)dtds.
Pi l ] i t )  lU Mi. i i t l i i  D.
\^lilliuns.




