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users to submit reports of American 
beech trees that have been evaluated 
for symptoms.  

Anyo n e  c a n  dow n l o a d  t h e 
app (at this link: https://itunes.
apple.com/us/app/tree-health/
id1227301516?mt=8) and submit 
data, though it is currently only 
available for iPhone (an Android 
version should be available soon). 
The goal for 2019 is to get 10 reports 
from every county in Ohio. Even 
though many reports outside of 
northeastern Ohio will likely not 
include beech leaf disease symptoms, 
these “negative” reports are still 
useful data. To assess how beech 
leaf disease impacts individual trees, 
several organizations and agencies are 
establishing long-term monitoring 
plots, in which tree health metrics and 
beech leaf disease symptom severity 
will be tracked over time.
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Wh i l e  Am er i c a n 
beech typically does 
not carry great timber 
value, i t  has great 
ecological value, due 
in large part to its hard 
mast crop of  beech 
nuts and tendency to 
hollow out with age, 
providing food and 
important habitat for 
cavity-nesting birds 
and mammals. This tree species makes 
up a significant portion of Ohio’s 
forest composition and increasing 
awareness and reporting of possible 
beech leaf disease symptoms will help 
researchers and managers respond to 
this issue.  

As work on identifying the causal 
organism, distribution, and impact 
of beech leaf disease progresses, the 
next step will be developing options 
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More advanced beech leaf disease 
symptoms of discolored and 
disfigured American beech leaves. 

to slow or stop its spread and protect 
trees from its damage. The ODNR 
Division of Forestry and other groups 
working on beech leaf disease will be 
sure to share the latest news on this 
important forest health issue as we 
learn more. ◆


