
A recent study analyzed records from ExxonMobil scientists dated between the years 1977 and 2003, 
pertaining to their decades-long study of the climate crisis. Researchers found that “their projections were as 
accurate, and sometimes even more so, as those of independent academic and government models.” 

 
Think about that for a moment. One of the most powerful oil companies on the planet has known for 

decades that the product they sell is potentially set to bring about the collapse of human civilization. And yet in 
spite of this knowledge, they and their ilk have spent decades lying to us, and doing everything in their power to 
prevent the public from understanding the genocidal consequences of burning fossil fuels. 

 
This entire industry has a horrifying and thoroughly documented  track record of lying through their teeth 

about the effects of fossil fuels on both the environment and the communities they invade.  
 
Now the brilliant minds of Ohio’s Legislature, in their unending wisdom and benevolence, have 

deliberately given this same industry the right to plunder public lands without obstacle, offering virtually no 
recourse for the people who share this land to object to its desecration, or scarcely even to be made aware of it. 

 
Ohioans deserve better than this, and to have a voice in deciding the future of their state.  
 
I am joining my fellow Ohio citizens in demanding, at the bare minimum, a 120-day public comment 

period for all nominations received by the Oil & Gas Land Management Commission. It is unacceptable that 
the public trust should be stolen from the people without our consent, and handed over without protest to 
such exhaustively-proven bad faith actors.  

 
The  following requirements for public involvement must be added to Rule 155-1-01: 
 
1. The commission must allow at least 120 days for public comment from the time the oil and gas industry 

nominates a parcel for oil and gas extraction to the time the commission meets to make a decision. 
 
2. Notice for each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s public website at least 120 days in 

advance and remain on the website through the close of the commenting period. 
 
3. The commission must create an email notification list, with signup readily available on the commission 

website, that provides direct email notice of each nominated parcel at least 120 days in advance of a decision 
date.  

 
4. Each notice must specify the date on which the notice was first posted, the procedure for providing 

public comment, and the date and time at which public comment is due. 
 



5. Each notice must provide electronic access to the location and map of the parcel nominated for oil and 
gas extraction. 

 
6. Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider in making a decision about 

whether to allow oil and gas extraction on the parcel of public land. 
 
I demand that you take immediate action to give Ohioans a fair say in what happens to their state, and begin 

to rectify this farce of a decision.  
 
Thank you. 
 


