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Oil and Gas Land Management Commissioners McGregor, Warnock, Wise, and Buehrer,  

 

My name is Cathy Cowan Becker, and I am a longtime supporter of Ohio state parks and public 

lands. I have had the pleasure of visiting most of our state parks for conferences and recreation. 

 

I am here today to testify about Draft Rule 155-1-01, which purports to oversee the process of 

leasing public land to oil and gas companies for drilling, fracking, or other extraction. The rule as 

drafted is only three sentences long and totally inadequate to the need.  

 

In particular, nothing in the rule spells out the process by which Ohio residents – who pay for 

and use Ohio’s public lands -- will be informed about a prospective oil and gas lease on public 

land and allowed to make public comment.  

 

Ohio Revised Code 155.33 (B)(1) requires that when the Oil and Gas Land Management 

Commission receives a nomination for oil and gas extraction on a parcel of land, that they hold a 

meeting within 120 days at which they consider a list of criteria in deciding whether to approve 

the lease. One of the criteria you must consider is any comments or objections by residents of 

Ohio and users of the land that is the subject of the nomination.  

 

Residents cannot file a comment or object to a nomination unless there is ample notification of 

the nomination and a procedure by which to file the comment. To that end, I am asking that 

before proceeding with Draft Rule 155-1-01, you add the following: 

 

• The commission must allow 60 to 120 days for public comment from the time the oil and 

gas industry nominates a parcel for extraction to the time the commission meets to make 

a decision. 

• Notice for each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s website 60 to 120 

days in advance and remain on the website through the close of the commenting period. 

• The commission must create an email notification list, with signup readily available on 

the commission website, that provides direct email notice of each nominated parcel 60 to 

120 days in advance of a decision date.  

• Each notice must specify the date on which the notice was first posted, the procedure for 

providing public comment, and the date and time at which public comment is due. 

• Each notice must provide electronic access to the location and map of the parcel 

nominated for oil and gas extraction. 

• Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider in making a 

decision about whether to allow oil and gas extraction on the parcel of public land. 

 

I would like to point out one other major concern with this process. As you know, HB 507, 

signed by Gov. DeWine on January 6, requires any state agency that owns a parcel of public land 

that has been nominated for oil and gas extraction to approve the lease. This requirement that 

state agencies “shall lease” public land for oil and gas extraction will be in effect until the Draft 

Rule you are working on today goes through the entire process of CSI and JCARR review.  

 



HB 507 will go into effect on April 7 – but it is unlikely the Draft Rule will make it through the 

regulatory process by then. This means that there will be a lag time of several weeks to several 

months in which state agencies will be compelled to allow oil and gas extraction on public land, 

with no notice to the public, no ability to file a public comment – and no decision-making 

authority regarding the nomination by the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission.  

 

Once the Draft Rule is in place, decision making authority over lease nominations goes back to 

your commission. But your commission should be in charge of this process the entire time. It is a 

complete affront to the people of Ohio that we are moving into a period of wild west oil and gas 

extraction on the land that our tax dollars pay for and that we own – and that the process does not 

follow the statutory requirements which mandate public notification and comment. 

 

I hope you are as frustrated as I am by the oil and gas industry’s power grab that undermines 

your own authority. The entire purpose of the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission is to 

oversee nominations and leases for oil and gas extraction. Yet you will not be informed about 

these leases as they go directly to state agencies that will be required to approve them.  

 

I can only ask that you add the required public notification and comment procedures to your draft 

rules, and that you expedite approval of the rule so it is in place before HB 507 goes into effect.  

 

The people of Ohio deserve better than to have our public lands that we own, pay for, and 

treasure hijacked for oil and gas extraction with no notification or chance to comment. 

 

 

 

 

 


