
February 1, 2023 
 
Ohio Oil and Gas Commission 
 
 
Regarding: Draft rule 11 Draft Rule 155-01-1  
 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
I'm here today on behalf of our 19,000 members and 46,000 supporters of the Sierra Club across Ohio. We 
request that the Ohio Oil and Gas Commission honor our requests for public participation in the nomination of 
state-owned lands for oil and gas drilling.  
 
Specifically, we are requesting, as many others have here today,  

● The commission must allow at least 60 days for public comment from when the oil and gas industry 
nominates a parcel for oil and gas extraction to when the commission meets to make a decision. 

● Notice for each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s public website at least 60 days 
in advance and remain on the website through the close of the commenting period. 

● The commission must create an email notification list, with signup readily available on the commission 
website, that provides direct email notice of each nominated parcel at least 60 days before a decision 
date.  

● Each notice must specify the date on which the notice is first posted, the procedure for providing public 
comment, and the date and time at which public comment is due. 

● Each notice must provide electronic access to the location and map of the parcel nominated for oil and 
gas extraction. 

● Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider when deciding whether to allow 
oil and gas extraction on the parcel of public land. 

 
Why 

1. A 2022 Physicians for Social Responsibility found that forever chemicals have been used in 101 Ohio 
oil and gas wells in eight Ohio counties, mostly in the eastern portion of Ohio. US EPA will soon 
regulate these chemicals under the SUPERFUND rule (CERCLA), governing the MOST DANGEROUS 
Chemical Pollution Sites. The report's findings "raise concerns that Ohioans may unknowingly be 
exposed to highly hazardous substances that break slowly in the environment and have been 
associated with cancer, pregnancy complications, high blood pressure, and other harms to human 
health. https://psr.org/oil-and-gas-companies-have-used-pfas-in-ohio-wells-trade-secret-laws-limit-
publics-ability-to-know-full-extent-of-use/ 

 
2. Our Neighboring State of Pennsylvania became famous last year for linking childhood Leukemia and oil 

and gas drilling. The study found that pregnant women exposed to oil and gas pollution routinely gave 
birth to children 2 to 3 times more likely to develop Acute lymphoblastic leukemia, a type of cancer. 
https://thehill.com/policy/equilibrium-sustainability/3604700-children-who-live-near-fracking-sites-at-
birth-face-increased-risk-of-leukemia-study/ 
 

3. A 2022 Study found another linkage between fracked gas production and low birth weight in a national 
study. Low birth weight is associated with higher rates of infant mortality, poor lung development, 
problems with growth and cognitive development, and increased risk of health problems later in life, 
including diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure, and developmental disabilities.https://www.ehn. 
org/fracking-low-birth-weights-2658468031.html 



 
It is reckless for the State to act when they think no one is paying attention, the week before Christmas, or on a 
Friday at 5 pm, to force oil and gas development on our public lands. The lands where Ohio families play,  
camp, picnic, kayak, hike, swim, fish, and hunt with their children. No nomination of any state-owned land 
should move forward until after the State requires full disclosure of all chemicals used during development and 
production. Full disclosure will allow Ohio families to make informed decisions before putting their families in 
danger. Therefore, we call on the State to put a moratorium on the process of public land nominations until full 
chemical disclosure is easily accessible to every Ohioan. 
 
Photograph of the playground at Ohio State Fai. This is how close the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
thinks our children should be to fracking. 

 
 
 
Thank you,  
 
Cheryl Johncox 
Field Organizer 
Sierra Club, Ohio 

 


