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My name is Gabe Karns, Board Member and Policy and Advocacy Chair for the Ohio Chapter of 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers.  We are first and foremost proud participants on our amazing 
public lands system, and from that love of wild places that are open to all, we are also fierce 
defenders.  We also recognize the real and important necessity for some public lands to managed 
under multiple-use objectives, however narrow or broadly you wish to define that.  Today’s issue 
lies at the tipping point of that balance. 
 
Today, we urge the Commission to consider Draft Rule 155-01-1 which creates process for 
public land parcel nomination for oil and gas extraction.  The current 7-day posting requirement 
for nomination is woefully inadequate and fails stakeholders of any meaningful and just public 
involvement.  The doctrine of public trust – that is, that Ohio government manage its natural 
resources in trust of its citizens – is at the heart of the issue.  Public trust, given the current lack 
of structure and process, is disregarded. 
 
To provide robust and strong and meaningful, rule-based process for public involvement, we 
recommend the following 6 criteria: 

• First, the Commission allows 60 days for public comment from the time of parcel 
nomination to the time the Commission meets to make a decision, 

• Second, for each nominated parcel to post on the public website for the duration of the 
nomination, review, and comment period, 

• Third, to create an email notification list to provide direct email notification for each 
nominated parcel to subscribers at the start of the 60-day period, 

• Fourth, specify date of each notice’s posting, the procedure for public comment, and the 
deadline (date and time) for public comment submission, 

• Fifth, that each notice provides electronic access to the location and map of the 
nominated parcel,  

• And finally, describe the factors considered by the Commission to decide whether oil & 
gas extraction or development will be allowed on the parcel of public land. 

 
These requests are reasonable, in line with existing protocols for similar processes in state and 
federal government, and it’s the duty of the Commission to honor our public land users’ request 
to participate and stand for the public lands we love and hold so dear.  Thank you on behalf of 
the Ohio Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers for your consideration. 
 


