
 

I ask this commission to keep the public trust and to not disregard your responsibility 
to hear and consider the concerns of the people who live near, recreate, hunt, fish, and 
pay for public lands. Oil and gas development has been devastating to the landscape 
in Ohio and certainly threatens recreational use, hunting, fishing and wildlife habitat on 
our public lands. As a seventh generation Ohio Valley resident, who is living in the most 
heavily fracked area in the state of Ohio, I have witnessed the destruction to the land, 
air, water, animals and public health. I have been working to protect my homelands 
since the fracking invasion began over a decade ago.  I consider myself a fracking 
refugee, having been forced from my home twice now by the pollution from oil and gas 
development near my homes.  
 
I have also experienced the stress and upset of when there has been inadequate 
notification of oil and gas infrastructures sites permitted in our communities.  On many 
occasions public notices by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources were published 
in newspapers that were not located in the counties where the facilities were to be 
built. I can tell you it is a terrible feeling to be traveling near your home and then 
suddenly see the oil and gas industry begin deforestation, habitat destruction and 
literally hauling away our beautiful rolling hillsides one dump truckload at a time to build 
their infrastructure sites. I can speak with authority when I say that it is completely 
disrespectful and inappropriate to simply post a notice on your website as the only 
form public notice folks will receive whose lives will be dramatically impacted by oil 
and gas infrastructure sites being constructed near their homes, and on the public 
lands they value and expect to be protected.  
 
This commission must not allow the self-serving interests of oil and gas industry 
groups such as ALEC and the Empowerment Alliance take precedence over the 
welfare of the public and the lands they hold dear. The Washington Post has exposed 
that these two groups were instrumental in the writing of and the passing of HB 507.  
There is no other way to describe this situation other than regulatory capture and 
corruption. https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/01/17/ohio-
natural-gas-green-energy/ 
 
I have been contacting sportsmen organizations alerting them of this threat to public 
lands where they hunt and fish, and they have expressed concern. Public lands are 
used for recreation, hunting and fishing and offer a remote, peaceful treat from towns 
and cities. Although, in many cases public lands are located near communities and you 



must consider the impact fracking on public lands will have on the lives of those living 
near them. All who value public lands and those who live near them deserve to have an 
opportunity to voice their concerns about the impacts of oil and gas development.   
Therefore, Please add to Rule 155-01-1 the following requirements for public 
involvement: 
 

● The commission must allow at least 60 days for public comment from the time the oil 
and gas industry nominates a parcel for oil and gas extraction to the time the 
commission meets to make a decision. 

● Notice for each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s public website 
at least 60 days in advance and remain on the website through the close of the 
commenting period. 

● The commission must create an email notification list, with signup readily available on 
the commission website, that provides direct email notice of each nominated parcel at 
least 60 days in advance of a decision date.  

● Each notice must specify the date on which the notice was first posted, the procedure 
for providing public comment, and the date and time at which public comment is due. 

● Each notice must provide electronic access to the location and map of the parcel 
nominated for oil and gas extraction. 

● Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider in making a 
decision about whether to allow oil and gas extraction on the parcel of public land. 

 
 
Jill Hunkler  
Seventh generation Ohio Valley resident 
Belmont County 
 


