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         NARO Ohio Chapter 

                                                                                                                  P.O. Box 3                                                                                          

                                                                                                                  Powhatan Point, OH 43942 

          

February 1, 2023 

 

Ohio Oil & Gas Land Management Commission 

2045 Morse Rd. 

Columbus, OH 43229 

 

Commissioners: 

 

The mission of The National Association of Royalty Owners Ohio (NARO OHIO) is to advocate for and 

educate landowners regarding regulatory, legislative, and judicial issues related to mineral extraction in the 

State of Ohio.  

 

Appalachian Ohio contains a world class natural gas resource.  Right now, over half of the natural gas being 

produced in the United States is from Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. Ohio, more specifically 

Appalachian Ohio, is at the heart of this domestic energy renaissance and our members have been involved 

every step of the way.   For over a decade, Ohio’s landowners close to and adjacent to State minerals have 

been stranded and denied an opportunity to participate in the development of their minerals prior to the 

related provisions in House Bill 507 (134th GA).    

 

Once HB507 goes into effect, these landowners will be able to safely lease and develop Ohio’s energy-rich 

natural resources.  The drafting of the state-owned oil and gas lease is a major step towards cooperation in 

harnessing these resources.  Ohio should be a partner with adjacent landowners to assure that units will be 

drawn with regard to the greater good.  All available acreage (public and private) should be part of a unit 

and no acreage should be stranded for any reason.   

 

NARO OHIO would like the Commission to consider the following points: 

 

• We would like to have a clear definition of Unitization and Forced Pooling as it relates to 

stranded acreage both public and private.  Landowners who have not leased their mineral rights 

should be given the reasonable opportunity to counteroffer, without being forced into a pool or 

have their acres stranded by creative unitization and pooling.     

 

• Surface Use Agreements are not yet part of the State Lease, but also need to be addressed as a 

part of this effort to ensure state lands are not compromised.  These agreements to each lease 

should be standardized and available for public review, as was this draft lease.  Adjacent surface 

owners should be extended similar protections.   

 

• As for choosing the right energy bidder, the Commission should ensure that the bidder’s history 

has a positive track record in Ohio’s economy by utilizing Ohio contractors and Ohio products in 
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their well development.   Additionally, the right bidder should have a positive record in protecting 

the environment and a commitment to methane emissions reduction.    

 

The Ohio chapter of the National Association of Royalty Owners supports the leasing of state-owned lands 

and supports the drafting of the State Land Oil and Gas Lease.  This proposed lease gives Ohio the 

opportunity to fully maximize its potential when it comes to energy exploration.  Natural gas and petroleum 

are essential for a healthy economy in Ohio and in the communities where obtained.   

 
Respectfully, 

 
Lawrence Petrick Jr. 

Secretary, NARO OHIO 


