
Loraine McCosker 

59 Elmwood Place 

Athens, Ohio 45701 

Attention: Nathan Moffitt  

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

Oil and Gas Land Management Commission  

 

1/30/2023  

 

Proposed Rule O.A.C. § 155-1-01 

Please Provide Meaningful Opportunities for Public Involvement during the leasing of our state of Ohio 

Public Lands  

Dear Oil & Gas Land Management Commissioners, 

This is Loraine McCosker, a citizen of Ohio, Sierra Club member, Environmental Studies educator at Ohio 

University as well as a former public health nurse. I am writing regarding the proposed rules for Oil and 

Gas leasing on our state public lands in compliance with HB 133 and the newly amended HB 507.  I care 

deeply about Ohio's state parks and public lands as many Ohio citizens do. I recognize the mental and 

physical health benefits of our public lands as well as their critical contribution to ecosystem services. I 

do not recognize the legitimacy of leasing our public lands to an industry that will further destroy the 

climate of our planet. I am requesting that citizens have a voice in their management and their future in 

the promulgation of O.A.C. § 155-1-01.  

It is essential that citizens are involved in the public notification and comment process with the Oil and 

Gas Land Management Commission, much as federal agencies require in compliance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act. I, therefore, request the following rules be integrated into the commission’s 

rules proclamation. 

Request   

Please include strong public notice and comment procedures regarding oil and gas leases on public 

lands in the proposed rule O.A.C. § 155-1-01.  

Please revise the proposed rule to include strong procedures for public involvement in the state lands 

leasing nomination process. State law requires the Commission to consider public comments and 

objections when deciding nominations (i.e., whether a state parcel will be offered for oil and gas 

leasing). R.C. § 155.33(B)(1)(h).  

The proposed rule must provide meaningful procedures for public notice of and comment on 

nominations received by the Commission. These procedures are necessary for the implementation of 

the Commission's statutory function and for meaningful public involvement. 



Please revise this proposed rule to provide at least a 60-day period, preferably 120 days, for public 

comment on any nominations received by the Commission.   

Please provide both a timely website and email with an optional notification list sign-up notification of 

all nominations received.  This should be a minimum of 60 days.  

Along with each notice of nomination, please provide the parcel identifying information specified in the 

statute along with relevant ecological assessments performed.  

Please ensure the launch of the state lands nomination leasing process includes strong public 

involvement procedures. Strong public involvement is necessary for the meaningful operation of the 

Commission's decisional process.  

These are the public lands of the people of Ohio and I request that citizens are included in this process 

with rules that provide such authority.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Loraine McCosker  

59 Elmwood Place 

Athens Ohio 45701 

Loraine.mccosker@gmail.com  
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