
January 31, 2023

Regarding: Draft Rule 155-01-1

Dear Members of the Ohio Oil and Gas Commission,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a comment on Draft Rule 155-01-1. Public comment is
a critical tool of meaningful democratic rule.

As a body of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, their mission is yours “To ensure a
balance between the wise use and protection of our natural resources for the benefit of all.” Draft
Rule 155-01-1 violates this balance. The draft rule puts into place a “nomination process” to
lease our shared public lands for oil and gas leasing without adequate time to respond, without
adequate information to respond, and without adequate considerations for public health and well
being. This rule reduces barriers for the fossil fuel and petroleum industries that continue to
extract from our lands, our livelihoods, and our health. Oil and gas wells decrease in productivity
exponentially, and both industry and ODNR have failed to protect Ohioans from these nuisance
abandoned wells and class II injection wells. The industry has demonstrated they have no care
for us, and this draft rule, if adopted, would be part of a larger pattern that suggests ODNR is not
interested in protecting us nor our natural resources.

Strong, rule-based procedures for meaningful public involvement should facilitate the public’s
involvement in the statutory state lands nomination process. You have a responsibility to hear the
concerns of the people who use, pay for, and depend on their public lands to be respected and
protected. I urge you to adopt the following to the draft rule:

● The commission must allow at least 60 days for public comment from the time the oil and
gas industry nominates a parcel for oil and gas extraction to the time the commission
meets to make a decision.

● Notice for each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s public website at
least 60 days in advance and remain on the website through the close of the commenting
period.

● The commission must create an email notification list, with signup readily available on
the commission website, that provides direct email notice of each nominated parcel at
least 60 days in advance of a decision date.

● Each notice must specify the date on which the notice was first posted, the procedure for
providing public comment, and the date and time at which public comment is due.

● Each notice must provide electronic access to the location and map of the parcel
nominated for oil and gas extraction.



● Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider in making a
decision about whether to allow oil and gas extraction on the parcel of public land.

As a member of the Ohio Sierra Club Young Environmental Leaders group and Sunrise
Cleveland, protecting public lands in Ohio is important to me. The allowance of public testimony
is critical to ensure diverse voices are heard - not just the petroleum industry.

Please contact me at nikjeffries@gmail.com with further questions or concerns. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Nina Jeffries
B.S. Environmental Science and Policy
University of Maryland, College Park
Land Trust Alliance Fellowship Recipient, Western Reserve Land Conservancy
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