
 

 

           February 1, 2023  

 

Oil and Gas Land Management Commission  

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

2045 Morse Rd., Building E-1 

Columbus, OH 43229 

nathan.moffitt@dnr.ohio.gov  

                                             

To: The Ohio Oil & Gas Land Management Commission  

 

RE: Hearing Testimony – Proposed OAC § 155-1-01  

 

Thank you to the commissioners for this opportunity to speak.  

 

I am speaking as an Ohioan who grew up on a farm and spent most of my time outdoors. My parents were 

very aware of the importance of land conservation. We took great pride in our farm and in our public parks.    

 

I am here to ask the commissioners to do everything within your power to preserve the biological integrity of 

Ohio’s parks in the wake of Ohio House Bill 507.     

 

This includes giving the public solid opportunity to comment on applications for oil and gas leases on or near 

Ohio’s public parks. The commission needs to allow at least 60 days for public comment from the time a 

parcel is nominated for oil and gas extraction to the time the commission meets. This means that notices for 

each nominated parcel must be posted on the commission’s public website at least 60 days before meetings 

where such decisions would be made. 

 

These notices need to remain on the website through the close of the comment period. 

 

It is important for the public to be able to sign up on the commission website to get a direct email notice of 

each nominated parcel. Email notices, as well as the commission’s public website, need to explain the 

procedure for public comment, the date and time public comments are due, and provide electronic access to 

the location and map of the parcel being nominated for oil and gas extraction. 

 

Each notice must include a list of factors the commission will consider in deciding whether to allow oil and 

gas extraction on the parcel of public land. 

 

Finally, the Commission should establish the statutorily required public involvement procedures and 

requirements immediately.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Marida 

Columbus, Ohio  
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