
February 1, 2023 

TO: Members, Ohio Oil and Gas Land Management Commission 

 

FROM: Richard Jordan, Miami Township, Clermont County Ohio. 

 

RE: Draft Rule 155-1-01, which would establish a process to lease parcels of public land for oil and gas extraction. 

 

Members of the Commission, 

Thank you for conducting this hearing and for accepting my testimony. I appear today on my own behalf; however, 

I do want to make clear my views about Draft Rule 155-1-01 correspond with points raised by the Ohio 

Environmental Council and the Sierra Club of Ohio. I support the Sierra Club’s conservation efforts through 

membership. It is my view the Sierra Club’s policy positions are based on thorough analysis offered by qualified 

experts. I support the recommendations for Rule 155-1-01 offered by these two organizations. The final rule 

should include: 

o A requirement of at least 60 days of public comment from the time a drilling company nominates 

a parcel for oil or gas extraction to the time the commission meets to make a decision to lease. 

o Notice of each nominated parcel should be posted on the commission’s public website 60 days in 

advance, and remain posted, up to and including the day a leasing decision is finalized. 

o The commission should institute an email blast procedure that notifies interested parties that a 

parcel nomination decision will be made 60 days after the mailing date.  

o The exact location of nominated oil and gas parcels should be identified via an interactive map 

linked to the commission’s public website. 

o All parcel notifications should identify factors the commission will consider determining how the 

public will benefit from issuing or denying a lease application.   

 

Moving  beyond the rule enhancements offered, I also want to stress my belief that all Ohioans have interest in 

how state-owned land is managed and how the resources are classified. I’m confident each of you understand 

land use includes development for public transportation, tourism, recreation as well as mineral extraction. Much 

of our public land is historically significant or is home to threatened wildlife. Forest preservation is also an 

important factor in combating climate change. All the land uses I’ve mention are important, therefore the 

commission must provide all Ohioans a significant but reasonable period to learn of and comment upon parcel 

nominations. If adopted, I believe the rule recommendations offered by OEC and the Sierra Club will provide all 

concerned parties sufficient opportunity to be recognized by the commission.   

 

Thank you for accepting my testimony and thanks to each of you for serving the public.  

 

Richard L. Jordan 

5816 Jeb Stuart Drive 

Milford, OH 45150 

PH: (513) 575-9546   

 

 


