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WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT

WE ARE CONNECTED TO NATURE

AND HOW WE TREAT THE WORLD

AROUND US WILL HAVE AN

IMPACT, POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE,

ON OUR CHILDREN,

OUR GRANDCHILDREN,

AND GENERATIONS TO COME.

Director Mary Mertz
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
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What Is
Sustainability?
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) protects and 

preserves 800,000 acres of land, 120,000 acres of inland waters, 7,000 

miles of streams, 481 miles along the Ohio River, and 2.25 million acres 

of Lake Erie, a huge swath of Ohio. What we do in our lands and waters 

influences other areas around the state. Because of that, ODNR is leading 

by example, with a plan to positively impact the sustainability of our 

natural resources.

Sustainability is more than a buzzword to ODNR. In short, it is a balancing act: meeting 
today’s needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet theirs. 
It addresses some of the agency’s most pressing challenges such 
as incorporating energy efficiencies into our buildings and 
encouraging day-to-day actions that will preserve and protect 
our natural resources for future use and the benefit of all. 

ConServe Ohio
ConServe Ohio is a call to action for park staff and visitors to 
implement sustainability practices across ODNR properties. 
Our efforts focus on how we use the finite resources the 
natural world provides. Achieving this goal, despite 
limited resources, is a challenge faced by Ohio 
State Parks every day.
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Education & Outreach 

Energy Efficiency 

Waste Reduction 

Increased Habitat & Resource Protection 

Transportation 

Water Conservation 

Construction 

CIRCLE-1

CIRCLE-2

CIRCLE-3

CIRCLE-4

CIRCLE-5

CIRCLE-6

CIRCLE-7

Our
Vision
To employ simple, sensible changes in park operations and visitor experiences. 
By making meaningful changes, we will preserve and protect the beauty and 
health of our natural resources for future generations, while operating more 
efficiently and reducing costs.

Our Pillars
As we move forward, we are committed to the following strategic 
areas for sustainability at our parks:





 The Next
Steps
THE PLAN IDENTIFIES MORE 

THAN 100 ACTIONS AND GOALS

 TO GUIDE PARK STAFF AND 

MEASURE PROGRESS. LISTED IS 

A CONSOLIDATION OF THE MOST 

PREVALENT AND IMPACTFUL GOALS. 

STAFF MUST BE EMPOWERED TO 

LEAD THE CHARGE TO ACHIEVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL, AND 

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY.
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1. EDUCATION & OUTREACH
• Encourage environmentally conscious lifestyles to staff 

and visitors through programs and promotion.

• Partner with park groups, organizations, and local communities to 
host sustainable or environmental events and programs.

• Develop quarterly programs to educate and engage youth on 
sustainability, the importance for future generations, and how 
they can start to add value. Programs may include creative reuse 
and recycling of “trash” such as plastic bottles, straws, etc.

• Develop programs that will provide youth volunteer and 
employment opportunities for hands-on training and contribution 
to the environment, parks, and local communities.

• Increasing park signage messaging to promote and 
garner sustainability participation.

• Increasing the number of recycling bins throughout park grounds.

2. ENERGY EFFICIENCY
• Reducing the amount of energy and resources required to operate parks 

by using energy-efficient systems for lighting, HVAC, and electronics. 

• Utilizing energy-efficient appliances.

• Incorporating renewable energy solutions 
and materials into park renovations.

• Evaluating opportunities for adaptive 
re-use of existing facilities, and re-
use of materials where possible.

• Increasing electronic equipment, 
such as electric mowers.

3. WASTE REDUCTION
• Reducing paper use, and recycling 

in all park buildings (i.e. offices, 
gift shops, restaurants, etc.). 
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• Increasing the use of recycled materials. 

• Recycling construction waste. 

• Implementing the no-idling policy. 

• Eliminating Styrofoam and plastics in our camp stores and gift 
shops and encouraging park partners to do the same. 

• Increasing eco-friendly materials in our camp stores 
and gift shops that help to decrease waste.

 4. INCREASED HABITAT & RESOURCE PROTECTION
• Increasing protection of parks’ 

natural resources including habitat 
conservation, fostering pollinators, 
and reducing non-native species.

• Use of resilient species in landscape 
planning and development that support 
energy and water efficiency, pollinator 
populations, biodiversity, healthy soils, 
and environmental/ecological objectives.

• Incorporation of eco-friendly 
chemicals within facilities and 
landscapes where possible.

5. TRANSPORTATION
• When replacing fleet vehicles, purchase 

vehicles that increase efficiency 
and reduce GHG emissions. 

• Promoting walking and bicycling to and 
in the parks to cut down on emissions. 

• Increasing the number of electronic 
bikes for officer bike patrols. 

• Encouraging carpooling. 

• Increasing electric vehicle charging 
stations at park lodges.
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6. WATER CONSERVATION
Ohio’s industries, cities, farms, and power plants withdraw about six billion gallons 
of water every day. Although Ohio is blessed with an apparent abundance of water, 
conservation saves money and is essential to maintain available supplies during drought 
periods when shortages may occur. Water conservation efforts at state parks can be 
a great tool to educate millions of visitors to the parks every year. Through water use 
tracking, mitigation techniques, and updated infrastructure, state parks can set a great 
example in water conservation initiatives that include the following:

• Conducting water use assessments to develop water conservation 
improvement measures for facilities and landscaping.

• Cut back on excessive watering to improve the landscape.

• Use of low-flow and touchless restroom plumbing fixtures.

• Reducing water loss through improved leak detection of pipes and all 
water delivery devices such as fountains, plumbing fixtures, etc.

• Eliminating the need for landscape irrigation by selecting turf 
requiring less mowing, and planting drought-resistant plants.

• Increase stormwater use and utilize rainwater collection/rain gardens.
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7. CONSTRUCTION
As we move forward with capital improvement projects, sustainable strategies will 
address planning, design, construction, and operations while considering energy, water, 
indoor, environmental quality, materials selection, and location. As master plans and 
designs for both renovations and new structures are developed, the following will 
receive increased focus: 

• Incorporating Sustainability into ODNR Projects. 

• Prioritizing the use of “Green” Materials & Resources. 

• Improving Energy Efficiency. 

• Promoting Habitat Protection and 
Biodiversity (Plant, animal & human). 

• Optimizing rainwater collection/rain 
gardens (educational opportunity).
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Tracking 
Progress
As each of our 75 state parks adjusts to add sustainable practices, they will achieve 
recognition for their efforts by becoming a certified ConServe location. 

ConServe Certification identifies more than 100 things to do to improve sustainability. 
While every park cannot achieve everything on the list because they are so vastly 
different, we know that every park can achieve many of the items on the ConServe 
Certification list. As each park completes items on the improvement list, they work 
closer toward certification. The more the park achieves, the higher level of certification 
they earn, starting from bronze and working up to platinum status. 
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CRITERIA HAVE BEEN 
ESTABLISHED TO EQUITABLY

MEASURE CERTIFICATION 
GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

FOR EACH OF THE PARKS.



PLATINUM
CERTIFIED

GOLD
CERTIFIED

SILVER
CERTIFIED

BRONZE
CERTIFIED

SILVER

CERTIFIED
OHIO STATE

PARK

GOLD

CERTIFIED
OHIO STATE

PARK

PLATINUM

CERTIFIED
OHIO STATE

PARK

BRONZE

CERTIFIED
OHIO STATE

PARK



CERTIFICATION TIERS
Park reviews and on-site assessments will 
occur each year to review and celebrate the 
sustainability achievements. 



2022 Ohio State Parks & Watercraft Sustainability Plan

page 16

Benefits of 
Sustainability
Ohio State Parks anticipates many benefits, both immediate and long-
term, from these sustainability efforts. 

Sustainability means a smaller impact on the natural environment, 
which will help plants and wildlife grow, prosper, and reproduce. 
By reducing and removing nonnative plant and animal species, we 
can improve the habitats of the native species, and we can maintain 
healthy plant communities by fostering pollinators. By proactively 
protecting and managing rare and threatened species, we can avoid 
the costs of mitigating threats and damages to them. 

Vibrant, diverse flora and fauna, along with cleaner air and water, are 
healthier not just for the environment but also for the human visitors 
to the parks. 

By operating more efficiently with better-designed facilities and green 
equipment, park staff can save time and money, freeing them to 
devote more effort to other areas of the parks and respond to the 
visitors’ experience. 

With Ohio State Parks’ education initiatives, staff and visitors will be 
better informed about environmentally conscious habits and healthier 
lifestyles in ways they can apply not just at the parks but elsewhere.





Learn more about Ohio State Parks
ohiostateparks.gov



What You  
Can Do
Parks foster mental, physical, and spiritual health, so first and foremost, take 
time to enjoy our parks. 

There are unlimited opportunities for both young and old visitors from all 
types of backgrounds to help ConServe our natural resources. Listed are just a 
few examples: 

• Become a park hero and volunteer

 › Litter pick-up 

 › Weed removal

 › Trail and path upkeep

 › Planting native vegetation 

• Join a Friends Group 

• Locate and use the recycling bins, and encourage others to do the same 

• When bins aren’t available, carry out any trash or recycling 

• Bring a reusable water bottle with you (or buy one at our camp stores) 

• Consider your carbon footprint and make sure 
you’re not leaving anything behind 

• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

If you have questions or feedback, contact us at: 

ConServeOhio@dnr.ohio.gov



CONSERVATION IS HUMANITY

CARING FOR THE FUTURE.

Mary Newhall
“ “

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL 
RESOURCES ohiodnr.gov


