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 $24.3 Billion in consumer spending
 $7 Billion in wages and salaries
 $1.5 Billion in state and local revenue
 Outdoor Industry Association, 2017

Outdoor Recreation 
in Ohio Generates...
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Outdoor recreation continues to be a core part of the Ohio 
lifestyle. Ohio’s natural resources provide a wealth of 
opportunities to enjoy a variety of outdoor activities from hiking 
a long-distance trail to fishing in Lake Erie to tent camping in a 
state park campground. Recreation opportunities can be found in 
federal, state and local parks, state nature preserves, federal and 
state forest lands, national and state wildlife lands, historic and 
heritage sites, national trails, and state scenic rivers. 

Ohio’s 2018 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 
Plan (SCORP) was developed to assist recreation providers and 
state funding offices to strategically work towards delivering 
recreational opportunities and facilities that Ohioans want 
and that create outdoor recreational experiences that provide 
personal, social, health, and economic benefits. The planning 
horizon for this SCORP is 2018 through 2023.

In developing the SCORP, the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) undertook significant effort to engage the 
public and outdoor recreation providers, including creating an 
Advisory Committee, conducting a public survey, meeting in small 
focus groups, and providing updates on the ODNR website.  The 
public survey was developed in partnership with Ohio University’s 
Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs; specifically, 
the Planning, Education, Evaluation and Research team for the 
Center for Public and Social Innovation. Over a five-week period 
from February to March 2017, the survey was completed by 5,059 
households with responses from all 88 Ohio counties. 

The survey found that Ohioans enjoyed a wide range of outdoor 
recreational opportunities with trail activities being the most 
popular with 97.5% of households utilizing a variety of trails 
on Ohio’s public lands. Other popular activities were scenic 
driving, bicycling, touring historic/heritage sites and farms, and 
swimming. More passive outdoor activities included picnicking, 
birdwatching, nature photography, and night sky viewing. 

Five focus group meetings were held throughout the state to 
collect information in areas of low survey response rates and 
from demographic populations that were underrepresented in the 
survey. Overall the focus group responses were very similar to 
the public survey results. 

A factor considered during the planning process was Ohio’s 
changing demographics. Although Ohio’s population has been 
relatively stable over the last 10 years and is projected to remain 
at approximately 11.5 million, the demographics are changing 
with the biggest gain in the age group of those 65 years or older. 

Approximately 16% of Ohio’s population are aged 65 or over, 
and by 2030, one out of four Ohioans will be 65 years of age or 
older. Ohio is also experiencing steadily increasing racial and 
ethnic diversification with minorities comprising 20% of Ohio’s 
population. Ohio’s Hispanic American community grew by 70% 
since 2000 and represents 3% of the state’s population, the 
Asian American community accounts for 2% of Ohio’s population, 
increasing 66% since 2000 and the African American community 
increased by 16% in the same time period, representing 14% of 
the state’s population. Approximately half a million Ohioans are 
foreign-born, accounting for 4% of Ohio’s population.  

Based on public input and the results of the year-long planning 
process, the following strategic goals were developed for the 
2018-2023 SCORP time horizon:

• Advance the trail network with the focus on completing 
long-distance trails, filling-in gaps, and building trail 
connections to community neighborhoods and assets,

• Improve and adapt recreational facilities to enhance 
existing recreational facilities to stay relevant into the 
future,

• Emphasize rivers, lakes, and wetlands with an 
emphasis on providing access and recreational 
opportunities related to Ohio’s waters and increasing 
paddling opportunities,

• Improve awareness and access to outdoor recreation 
opportunities to increase familiarity of close-to-home 
parks and recreational facilities and increase engagement 
and participation in outdoor recreation, and 

• Protect and sustain the natural environment to continue 
the legacy of conserving high quality natural resources and 
providing appropriate outdoor recreation opportunities and 
experiences in areas that can sustain use.

Each of these goals will advance and improve outdoor recreation 
in Ohio as well as promote stewardship, conservation, and 
awareness of the outdoor world. As we work towards these 
goals, we will be enhancing outdoor recreational experiences, 
improving recreational access, and providing quality outdoor 
recreational spaces for all to enjoy.
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An occasion or opportunity for a person to participate in a specific 
activity in an outdoor setting to enjoy a desired recreational experience. 
Examples include walking, bicycling, backpacking, camping, rock 
climbing, sailing, skiing, fishing, hunting, and sports such as baseball, 
soccer, and football.

Outdoor recreation may or may not utilize a built facility. Examples 
include fishing from a lakeshore (no facility) or fishing from a dock (built 
facility). It does not include activities engaged in while inside a building 
such as swimming in an indoor pool.

What Is 
Outdoor 
Recreation?

INTRODUCTION
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PLAN PURPOSE
The 2018 Ohio Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 
Plan (SCORP) has been prepared to guide investments in outdoor 
recreation lands and facilities to meet the needs of Ohioans for 
the next five years. It is the tenth in a series of comprehensive 
plans that represent Ohio’s commitment to continuous outdoor 
recreation planning. The 2018 SCORP satisfies the requirements 
and purposes of the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) Act of 1965 (P.L. 88-578), which requires each state to 
have an approved SCORP on file with the U.S. Department of the 
Interior National Park Service (NPS) to participate in the LWCF 
cost-sharing funding program. The Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) is authorized by Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 
1541.03(F) as the state agency responsible for the development 
of Ohio’s SCORP and the administration of the LWCF program. 
The development of the SCORP provides relevant and timely 
information for the State to consider and utilize for administering 
the state’s LWCF apportionment.

The 2018 Ohio SCORP is an assessment of outdoor recreation in 
Ohio and recommends ways in which public agencies might strive 
to meet identified needs within the constraints of the state’s 
social, economic, and natural resources. The 2018 SCORP is the 
most comprehensive source of data on regional and statewide 
outdoor recreation in Ohio and can serve as a valuable tool for 
strategic planning and decision making for a variety of outdoor 
recreation providers. The SCORP identifies existing outdoor 
recreation resources, participation patterns, state and national 
trends, statewide issues, and outdoor recreation opportunities 
and priorities. Additional local and regional research and 
planning are recommended to delve deeper into any outdoor 
recreation component and to be site-specific. It is the hope 
that this plan provides an overview and context for additional 
planning activities throughout the state that will benefit the 
future of outdoor recreation in Ohio. The 2018 Ohio SCORP will 
be effective for the five-year planning horizon of 2018-2023.

PLANNING PROCESS
To gather information on Ohio resident’s outdoor recreation 
behaviors, demands and priorities, ODNR created an Advisory 
Committee, developed an Ohio resident on-line survey, and held 
five focus group meetings throughout the state.

The Advisory Committee consisted of 20 representatives from 
local, state, and federal governmental agencies, park districts, 
and municipal, township, and county organizations. The Advisory 
Committee role was to:

• Provide input at meetings to discuss statewide issues, 
trends, demands, themes, constraints, and opportunities,

• Assure and assist with the public being offered 
opportunities to participate,

• Review public input, survey, research findings, and reports,

• Assist with focus group meetings, and

• Discuss and identify outdoor recreation priorities and 
strategic actions.

The Advisory Committee was integral in the success of public 
participation during the SCORP process by assuring the relevancy 
of the survey instrument, assisting with marketing the public 
survey, and providing resources for the focus groups. The 
Committee met several times between September 2016 and 
December 2017.

The on-line public survey was conducted to gather data on 
outdoor recreation participation, preferences, and facility needs 
(reference Appendix A). The survey was developed in partnership 
with Ohio University’s Voinovich School of Leadership and Public 
Affairs, and specifically the Planning, Education, Evaluation and 
Research team for the Center for Public and Social Innovation. 
The survey was hosted on the ODNR website, featured on various 
park and outdoor recreation organization’s websites, noted in 
recreation, nature-related, and tourism newsletters and state 
park flyers, discussed on social media outlets, and highlighted at 
the annual Ohio Parks and Recreation Association conference. 

Over a five-week period, from February to March 2017, the survey 
was completed by 5,059 households. The survey provided an 
opportunity for any Ohio resident to represent their household 
and to comment and have their opinions included in the planning 
process. The survey included several questions that had been 
used in previous SCORP surveys to enable comparisons and 
identify trends. The survey strived to gauge:

• Overall recreation participation,

• Activity-specific participation preferences,

• Personal reasons for participating and not participating in 
outdoor recreation,

• Recreation area and facility needs,

• Economic spending related to outdoor recreation, and

• Demographics.

The survey also provided an opportunity for Ohioans to state 
their preferences on what type of outdoor recreation facilities 
they would like to see more of in the future as well as ranking 
priorities for funding. Survey respondents represented all 88 
counties in Ohio. 

The focus groups, coordinated by ODNR staff with assistance 
from members of the Advisory Committee, were held in five 
locations throughout the state in the summer and fall of 2017. 
Invitations to the informal meetings were sent to outdoor 
recreation providers, park districts, community planners, mayors, 
township trustees, county commissioners, and representatives of 
various demographic groups.
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LWCF ROLE AND IMPACT IN OHIO
The LWCF is a significant federal program that is funded by 
earnings from offshore oil and gas leasing and is administered 
by the National Park Service. LWCF monies are allocated to 
states and through the states, to political subdivisions. Since 
LWCF’s inception, $4.1 billion LWCF funds have been awarded to 
all 50 states, U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia, with 
approximately 65% of the awards for outdoor recreation facility 
development, 26% for park and recreation land acquisition, 
and the remainder for SCORP planning activities and the 
rehabilitation of existing facilities.  

LWCF plays an important role in providing funding for Ohio’s 
outdoor recreational facilities. From 1965 to 2016, Ohio received 
over $153 million in LWCF funding that assisted over 1,450 
outdoor recreation projects. Ohio’s funding has supported outdoor 
recreation development, land acquisition of park and recreation 
lands, and redevelopment and renovation of park recreation 
areas. Over 51,700 acres of outdoor recreation land has been 
acquired in Ohio with LWCF assistance. Grant recipients, or 

sponsors, are required to provide at least a 50% match of the 
total project cost, which has resulted in over $300 million being 
invested in outdoor recreation projects in Ohio. 

Federal allocations to the states have varied over the years. 
For example, in 2016, LWCF awarded $95 million in funding 
nationwide, of which $2.8 million was allocated in Ohio, more 
than double the 2015 allocation of $1.26 million. 

Ohio’s exemplary project was the acquisition of 357 acres on 
North Bass Island, a mostly undeveloped island in Lake Erie with 
assistance from a $6 million LWCF grant. ODNR created a state 
park and developed recreation opportunities including primitive 
camping, hiking, biking, wildlife watching, fishing, kayaking, 
hunting, and picnicking on this scenic island 18 miles from Ohio’s 
mainland. 

As the state agency responsible for administering Ohio’s LWCF 
program, ODNR reviews funding requests and ranks them using 
the Open Project Selection Process (OPSP). To ensure the grant 
assisted sites are a permanent legacy to outdoor recreation, 
Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act requires all grant assisted areas 
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to be maintained in perpetuity for public outdoor recreation use, 
or be replaced via a specified process with lands of equal market 
value and recreational usefulness. This assures the permanency 
of outdoor recreation sites in Ohio and across the country for 
future generations. 

Ohio LWCF Projects 

Cuyahoga County 
Rocky River Acquisition

Erie County 
Vermilion Lakeshore Preserve Acquisition

Franklin County 
Wyman Woods Improvements 

Fulton and Henry Counties 
Maumee State Forest Acquisition

Hamilton County 
East Fork State Park 
Campground Improvements 

Lorain County 
Grafton Splash Station

Ottawa County 
Oak Harbor Non-Motorized Boat Launch

Perry County 
Roseville Skate Plaza

Ross County 
Frankfort Park Expansion

Seneca County 
Meadowbrook Park Swimming Pool Renovation

The list above is a small sample of Ohio LWCF funded 
projects listed on the LWCF website at www.nps.gov/lwcf
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OHIO’S NATURAL BACKDROP 
FOR RECREATION

Ohio’s Natural Backdrop
 115,272 acres State Parks
 200,622 acres State Forests
 411,840 acres State Wildlife Areas
 15,421 acres State Natural Areas & Preserves
 3,600 acres State Historical & Cultural sites
 33,000 acres Cuyahoga Valley National Park
 244,000 acres National Forest
 8,318 acres National Wildlife Refuges
 312 miles Lake Erie Shoreline
 27 State Scenic Byways
 14 State Wild & Scenic Rivers
 11 National Park Service sites
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Natural borders form Ohio’s distinctive geographic boundaries 
with Lake Erie to the north and the Ohio River to the south. 
Ohio shares its borders with Michigan and Canada to the north, 
Kentucky and West Virginia to the south and southeast, Indiana 
to the west, and Pennsylvania to the east. Ohio consists of 
26,151,040 land acres and 2,537,600 water acres for a total area 
of 28,688,640 acres.

Ohio’s four seasons provide for a full range of recreational 
experiences. Ohio is in the cooler part of the temperate zone 
though there is considerable variation in climate across the 
state. Summers are generally moderately warm and humid with 
temperatures occasionally exceeding 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Winters are cold, with an average of five days of subzero 
weather. Ohio’s temperature can vary across the state, reflecting 
differences in latitude and topography. Lake Erie, on Ohio’s 
north coast, delays spring and prolongs autumn as the mass of 
lake water keeps the shoreline communities slightly cooler in 
the spring and warmer in the fall. As winter approaches, cold 
air from the north moves across the warmer water of Lake Erie 
and deposits large amounts of snow on the northeast shores 
of Ohio known as ‘lake effect’ snow. Snowfall may range from 
70 to 100 inches a year in the snow belt to less than 20 inches 
in the southern communities along the Ohio River. The average 
yearly temperature for the state ranges from 49 degrees in 
the northeast to 55 degrees in the southern tip. The statewide 
average temperature is 52 degrees.

TOPOGRAPHY
Ohio’s landscape offers varied terrain for the recreation seeker. 
The state is characterized by Lake Erie and its islands to the 
north, the foothills of the Allegheny Mountains to the east 
and southeast, the flat plains from central Ohio westward into 
Indiana, and the remains of a massive swamp that covered 
thousands of square miles in the northwest known as the Great 
Black Swamp (Exhibit 1). Today, remnants of the swamp form 
marshes along Lake Erie’s western shores providing excellent bird 
watching opportunities. Southern Ohio is characterized by deep 
valleys and undulating hills that become more extreme in the 
southeast corner of the state. The rugged topography of southern 
Ohio has high scenic interest and offers a diversity of outdoor 
recreation opportunities. 

WATER RESOURCES
Ohio’s rivers, streams, and lakes provide numerous recreation 
opportunities. Ohio has over 3,900 square miles of surface water, 
including 3,579 square miles (or 2,290,480 acres) of Lake Erie 
surface water, 327 square miles (or 148,411 acres) of inland 
lakes, and over 50 rivers (Figure 1). 

Being located on one of the Great Lakes, Ohio’s waters are part 
of the largest freshwater system in the world. Approximately 

one-fourth of Ohio’s surface water drains northward to Lake Erie 
with a watershed that includes five of the state’s major rivers: 
Auglaize, Maumee, Sandusky, Cuyahoga, and Grand River. The 
southern three-fourths of Ohio is in the Ohio River watershed 
with the major waterways being the Mahoning, Muskingum, 
Hocking, Scioto, Little Miami, and Great Miami rivers (Exhibit 
2). A small portion of west central Ohio drains westward into 
Indiana’s Wabash River Basin. 

FIGURE 1: OHIO’S WATER RESOURCES

LAKE ERIE 
2,290,480 WATER ACRES, 312 MILES OF SHORELINE

OHIO RIVER 
91,300 WATER ACRES, 451 MILES OF SHORELINE

SANDUSKY BAY 
36,000 WATER ACRES

STATE WILD & SCENIC RIVERS  
14 RIVER SYSTEMS, 824 MILES (APPROXIMATE)

INLAND LAKES 
148,411 SURFACE WATER ACRES (LAKES > 5 ACRES)

SMALL LAKES & FARM PONDS 
60,000 SURFACE WATER ACRES (LAKES < 5 ACRES)

INLAND RIVERS & STREAMS 
61,500 MILES

Ohio’s lakes, rivers, and waterways are popular recreation 
destinations for pursuits such as fishing, kayaking, motorized 
boating, and swimming. Rivers in Ohio historically provided 
transportation for people and products and continue to do so as 
well as providing recreational opportunities. Ohio’s manmade 
canals also provided a historical venue for transportation of 
goods and people and are now popular trail corridors linking 
parks, recreation areas, and communities.

Many communities in Ohio recognize the importance of managing 
water resources in context of the greater watershed that typically 
includes multiple jurisdictions, communities, and park areas, 
and work together on efforts to protect, sustain, and improve 
water quality and resources. Between 2004 and 2015, 60 
comprehensive watershed action plans (WAPs) were developed 
and endorsed by ODNR and the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), covering nearly one-third of the state. These plans 
thoroughly describe watershed conditions, including the quality 
of streams and wetlands, and define problems impairing water 
resources. In 2016, Ohio EPA released new planning guidance for 
the development of Nonpoint Source Implementation Strategies 
(NPS-IS). These strategies are not intended to replace existing 
WAPs, but expand upon them with detail sufficient to ensure 
efficient and effective implementation of nonpoint source 
pollution control projects. 
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Exhibit 1: Shaded Elevation Map of Ohio
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1. Auglaize River
2. Cuyahoga River
3. Grand RIver
4. Great Miami River
5. Hocking River
6. Kokosing River
7. Licking River
8. Little Miami River
9. Mad River
10. Mahoning River

11. Maumee River
12. Mohican River
13. Muskingum River
14. Ohio River
15. Olentangy River
16. Sandusky River
17. Scioto River
18. Stillwater River
19. Tuscarawas River
20. Walhonding River

Lake Erie/Ohio River Drainage Divide

Principal Rivers

OHIO PRINCIPAL RIVERS & DRAINAGE DIVIDE

Lake Erie

1

2

3

4

5
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7

8

9

10
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12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

15

Exhibit 2: Ohio Principal Rivers & Drainage Divide 
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OHIO WETLANDS
The 1986 Emergency Wetlands Resources Act (Public Law 99-
645, Section 303) requires states to address wetlands protection 
in SCORP documents. The following section reviews the benefits 
and types of wetlands in Ohio and recent planning efforts and 
regional initiatives associated with wetland conservation. 

Ohio’s wetlands vary greatly in nature and appearance due to 
their geographic location, water source, level of disturbance, soil 
type, and chemical properties. Since the late 18th century, 90 
percent of Ohio’s wetland resources have disappeared or been 
degraded. Historically, the primary cause was agricultural use 
but as the state grew, development and urbanization resulted in 
filling, dredging, and otherwise modifying the state’s wetlands.

Wetlands are an important outdoor recreation resource in Ohio 
and create many outdoor recreational opportunities, including 
birdwatching, wildlife watching, fishing, and nature photography.  
Ohio voters have consistently supported preservation initiatives 
with the passage of the Clean Ohio Fund, a state bond initiative 
that was approved by Ohio voters in 2000 and 2008. The Clean 
Ohio Fund provides up to 75% of the cost of land acquisition 
of high quality natural resource areas and sensitive ecological 
areas, including wetlands. 

Many governmental agencies and nonprofit conservation 
organizations have expended considerable effort into conserving 
and providing stewardship of Ohio’s wetland resources. To assist 
in identifying high quality wetlands, the Ohio EPA developed 
a methodology of characterizing wetlands, referred to as the 
Ohio Rapid Assessment Method for Wetlands (ORAM). The 
ORAM determines a score based on hydrology, plant and animal 
species, vegetative canopy and cover, existing buffers, level 
of disturbance, and other metrics which then establishes the 
category of a wetland under the Wetland Antidegradation Rule in 
the Ohio Administrative Code. Wetlands are classified as one of 
the following:

• Category 1: Wetlands with minimal wetland function and/or 
integrity.

•  Category 2: Wetlands with moderate wetland function and/
or integrity.

• Category 3: Wetlands with superior wetland function and/or 
integrity. 

Wetland Inventory

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) maintains the National 
Wetlands Inventory, including Ohio wetland data that is updated 
by ODNR in collaboration with other federal and state agencies, 
park districts, and nonprofit conservation organizations. The goal 
of the inventory is to provide current geographically referenced 
information on the status, extent, characteristics, and functions 
of wetland, riparian, and related aquatic habitats in priority 

areas to promote the understanding and conservation of these 
resources.

Regional Initiatives

Ohio is part of the Upper Mississippi River and Great Lakes 
Region Joint Venture (UMRGLR JV) which is a regional-scale, 
self-directed partnership involving governmental agencies, tribes, 
and several non-governmental organizations that work together 
on bird habitat conservation. The partnership is setting priorities 
for wetland protection and restoration by targeting regionally 
important marsh and wetland types for conservation of bird 
habitat (Figure 2).

Another regional effort is EPA’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI) that targets the most significant ecosystem challenges in 
the Great Lakes region to encourage partnerships and accelerate 
progress towards protection and restoration of wetlands and 
other habitats. GLRI’s focus areas are toxic and contaminated 
substances, invasive plant and aquatic species, nonpoint source 
pollution, and loss of habitat and species. Examples of Ohio GLRI 
projects include:

• Reducing harmful algal blooms by reducing phosphorus 
loading from agricultural landscapes ($5.9 million), 

• Restoring wetlands and associated habitat in the Ottawa 
River watershed ($1.3 million), 

• Implementing stream and wetland restoration projects at 
eight locations within the Maumee River watershed ($1 
million), and

• Managing invasive plant species and restoring riparian 
habitat within the lower Black River ($0.5 million).

Lastly, but no less important is the Upper Midwest and Great 
Lakes Landscape Conservation Cooperative (UMGL LCC) with a 
focus of preserving and restoring coastal wetlands to improve 
the health of the Great Lakes. The collaborative, formed in 2010, 
brings together various state and federal agencies, including 
the U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, as 

Aurora Sanctuary State Nature Preserve, Portage County.  Owned by 
the Audubon Society, the 164-acre preserve is a dedicated state nature 
preserve, protecting wetlands and floodplains.
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FIGURE 2: OHIO WETLANDS

Upper Mississippi River Great Lakes Region Joint Venture Bird Habitat

Objectives and Estimated Cover Type Availability (Acres) in Ohio

Habitat/Cover Types Conservation 
Objective

Cover Type 
Availability Difference

Emergent Wetland 140,217 87,707 -52,510
Woody Wetland 18,038 326,688 308,650
Dry Mudflat 46,201 9,749,927 9,703,726
Open Water 62,392 220,444 158,052

well as nonprofit conservation organizations such as The Nature 
Conservancy, to target protecting and restoring the Great Lakes 
coastal zone with an emphasis on coastal wetlands. 

FLORA AND FAUNA
Ohio’s rich and varied landscape harbors abundant and diverse 
flora and fauna. The state’s physiographic regions are influenced 
by bedrock geology and the impacts of successive glaciers which 
in turn, gives rise to distinct communities of plants and animals 
(Exhibit 3). Ohio’s diversity of natural plant communities includes 
relict bogs, fens and prairies, marsh and riverine communities, 
beach and cliff communities, and extensive forest communities. 
More than 8.5 million acres, or about 31% of the land area in 
Ohio is forested with 96% being composed of beech-maple, oak-
hickory, and mixed wet-woodland communities. About 87% of 
Ohio’s forests are owned by private woodland owners. 

Of the approximately 3,000 species of plants known to occur in 
the wild in Ohio, about 75% are native (occurred in Ohio at the 
time of substantial European settlement) and 25% non-native 
plants introduced from other states or countries. Several non-
native plant species are considered invasive because they spread 
quickly, crowd out native plants, and disrupt healthy ecosystems. 
Non-native invasive plants include bush honeysuckles, buckthorn, 
garlic mustard, purple loosestrife, common reed grass, reed 
canary grass, autumn and Russian olive, multiflora rose, 
Japanese honeysuckle, narrow-leaved cattail, Canada thistle, 
and tree-of-heaven.

Six native Ohio plants are included on the federal list of 
endangered and threatened species (Figure 3) and 242 are on the 
state endangered list, 161 on the state threatened list, and 112 
are listed as potentially threatened. More information on plant 
species is available on the ODNR website, www.ohiodnr.gov.

Ohio’s fish and wildlife resources are abundant and include an 
estimated 56 species of mammals, 200 species of breeding 
birds, 84 species and subspecies of amphibians and reptiles, 

170 species of fish, and 100 species of mollusks. Ohio’s two 
most popular game species, white-tailed deer and wild turkey, 
are found in forested habitats in all of Ohio’s 88 counties. 
Approximately 182,000 deer were harvested during the 2016-
2017 hunting season and 14,115 during the two-day hunting 
season in December 2017. The 2016 turkey harvests numbered 
2,168 in the spring and 17,793 birds in the fall. Game fish in Ohio 
waters include walleye, large and smallmouth bass, muskellunge, 
saugeye, white bass, perch, bluegill, crappie, steelhead and 
rainbow trout, salmon, and channel catfish. Approximately 1.5 
million anglers fish each year in Ohio.

Currently 119 wildlife and fish species are classified as state 
endangered species. However, there are species that are making 
a comeback in Ohio such as bobcats that were delisted in 2014 
and peregrine falcons in 2015. Ohio participated in the Midwest 
Peregrine Falcon Restoration Project with neighboring states 
by releasing 46 peregrines in the cities of Akron, Cincinnati, 
and Columbus to help establish nesting pairs and nesting sites. 
Various video cameras were set up to observe the lives of these 
elusive birds of prey that were observed in offices, classrooms, 
and homes. The combined efforts of the Restoration Project, 
wildlife experts, and volunteer groups resulted in the delisting of 
the peregrine.

The upland sandpiper was added to the state endangered list in 
2012, along with two fish, the Iowa darter and the gilt darter. One 
mammal, the Southern red-backed vole, was recently listed as 
extirpated from the state. A total of 368 species in major taxa are 
listed in the various state classifications (Figure 4).  Ohio animals 
and birds that appear on the federal endangered species list 
include the Indiana bat, Kirtland’s warbler, and the piping plover, 
along with several insects and mollusks. Funding for endangered 
species, nongame animal conservation programs, and acquisition 
of nature preserves is provided through state income tax check 
off and specialty license plate programs. Federal funds for 
endangered species and wildlife diversity efforts are through the 
State Wildlife Grant Program. 
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Recommended citation:  Ohio Division of Geological Survey, 1998, Physiographic regions of Ohio: Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geological Survey, page-size map with text, 2 p., scale 1:2,100,00.

Exhibit 3: Physiographic Regions of Ohio
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FIGURE 4: SPECIES CLASSIFIED AS ENDANGERED, 
THREATENED, OF CONCERN, SPECIAL INTEREST, EXTIRPATED, 
OR EXTINCT IN OHIO
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Mammals 3 2 19 1 10 0

Birds 13 5 13 33 6 2

Reptiles 5 4 11 0 0 0

Amphibians 5 1 2 0 0 0

Fishes 20 13 9 0 8 2

Mollusks 24 4 8 0 11 6

Crayfishes 0 2 3 0 0 0

Isopods 2 1 0 0 0 0

Pseudoscorpions 1 0 0 0 0 0

Dragonflies 13 3 1 0 0 0

Damselflies 3 3 0 0 0 0

Caddisflies 3 6 3 0 0 0

Mayflies 2 0 1 0 0 0

Midges 1 3 1 0 0 0

Crickets 0 0 1 0 0 0

Butterflies 8 1 2 1 1 0

Moths 14 4 22 11 0 0

Beetles 2 2 6 0 0 1

Total 119 54 102 46 36 11

FIGURE 3: FEDERAL ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES IN OHIO

Species Status

Mammals

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) Endangered

Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) Threatened

Birds

Kirtland's warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii) Endangered

Piping plover (Charadrius melodus) Endangered

Red Knot (Rufa) (Calidris canutus rufa) Threatened

Reptiles

Copperbelly water snake (Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta) Threatened

Eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) Threatened

Fish

Scioto madtom (Noturus trautmani) Endangered

Mussels

Clubshell (Pleurobema clava) Endangered

Fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria) (=C. irrorata) Endangered

Northern riffleshell (Epioblasma torulosa rangiana) Endangered

Pink mucket pearlymussel (Lampsilis abrupta) Endangered

Purple cat's paw pearlymussel (Epioblasma obliquata obliquata) Endangered

Rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica) Threatened

Rayed bean (Villosa fabalis) Endangered

Sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphus) Endangered

Snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra) Endangered

White cat's paw pearlymussel (Epioblasma obliquata perobliqua) Endangered

Insects

American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus) Endangered

Mitchell's satyr (Neonympha mitchellii mitchellii) Endangered

Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis) Endangered

Rusty patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) Endangered

Plants

Eastern prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) Threatened

Lakeside daisy (Hymenoxys herbacea (Formerly H. acaulis var. glabra) Threatened

Northern monkshood (Aconitum noveboracense) Threatened

Running buffalo clover (Trifolium stoloniferum) Endangered

Virginia spiraea (Spirea virginiana) Threatened

Small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides) Threatened
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SUPPLY OF OUTDOOR 
RECREATION RESOURCES
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Ohio residents benefit from the plans and actions of many 
governmental agencies and nonprofit organizations that 
provide parks, forests, and wildlife areas with a mix of outdoor 
recreational facilities for public use and enjoyment.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RESOURCES
There are four federal agencies in Ohio that own and manage 
property for outdoor recreation purposes: the National Park 
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior; the U.S. Forest Service within the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture; and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers within the U.S. Department of Defense.  Although 
not a landowner in Ohio, the Federal Highway Administration 
within the U.S. Department of Transportation, offers funding for 
recreational facilities and scenic byways in Ohio through the 
administrating agencies of ODNR and the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT).

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

The National Park Service (NPS) was created by Congress in 1916 
as an agency of the Department of the Interior for the purpose 
of establishing and managing a National Park System. The NPS 
manages natural, historic, cultural, and recreational resources of 
national significance and provides programs that assist state and 
local efforts in developing outdoor recreation opportunities.

In Ohio, the primary role of the NPS is managing 11 Park Service 
units: Charles Young Buffalo Soldiers National Monument, 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, David Berger National Memorial, 
Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park (NHP), Fallen 
Timbers Battlefield and Fort Miami’s National Historic Site (NHS), 
First Ladies NHS, Hopewell Culture NHP, James A. Garfield NHS, 
Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor, Perry’s Victory 
and International Peace Memorial, and William Howard Taft NHS 
(Exhibit 4). 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) is the largest of the 
NPS sites with nearly 33,000 acres along a 22-mile corridor 
of the Cuyahoga River and the remains of the historic Ohio & 
Erie Canal. CVNP is a prime example of the NPS’s commitment 
to the concept of bringing parks closer to the people. CVNP is 
located within the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage 
Corridor that has a larger regional focus with approximately 100 
miles of the Ohio & Erie Canal. A Natural Heritage Corridor is a 
park designation intended to help local entities protect and use 
historic, cultural, and recreational resources for the community 
benefit while raising regional and national awareness of their 
unique importance.

The 1,200-acre Hopewell Culture NHP consists of five 
geographically separate archeological sites which feature trails 

and recreational opportunities such as birdwatching and walking. 
Dayton Aviation Heritage NHP consists of several sites, including 
the Huffman Prairie where visitors can walk where the Wright 
Brothers created and flew their early aircraft.

The NPS also manages the North Country National Scenic Trail 
in partnership with the North Country Trail Association. The trail 
aims to connect scenic, natural, historical, and cultural features 
in seven states from New York to North Dakota. In Ohio, the 
1,050-mile trail follows long segments of the statewide Buckeye 
Trail and links several scenic, natural, historic, and recreational 
areas.

Another major responsibility of the NPS is the administration 
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund program (LWCF). The 
program was created in 1965 to help finance federal, state, and 
local land acquisition for outdoor recreation, state comprehensive 
recreation planning, and state and local outdoor recreation 
park development. Initially the funds were derived from three 
sources of revenue: proceeds from the sales of surplus federal 
real property, motorboat fuel taxes, and fees for recreation use 
on federal lands. In 1968, it was determined that the funding 
level was below expectations and Outer Continental Shelf 
mineral leasing receipts were utilized. In 2006, the Gulf of 
Mexico Energy Security Act provided for the sharing of leasing 
revenues with Gulf producing states and the LWCF for coastal 
restoration projects. LWCF monies are allocated to states and, 
through the states, to their political subdivisions on a 50% 
cost reimbursement basis. Since the fund’s inception over $153 
million of federal funds have been apportioned to Ohio for 
more than 1,450 projects for outdoor recreation acquisition and 
development projects (reference page 3 for more information on 
LWCF in Ohio). 

After fifty years, funding authorization for the LWCF Act expired 
on September 30, 2015.  Then in November 2015, the LWCF 
program was temporarily extended in the Bipartisan Budget Act 
of 2015. At the time of this SCORP writing, a number of LWCF 
reauthorization bills were headed for the agenda of the One 
Hundred Fifteenth United States Congress. A lapse in funding 
authorization does not dissolve the Section 6(f)(3) provisions 
and/or obligations for continued stewardship and compliance 
responsibilities of all existing LWCF assisted parks and recreation 
areas.  

Another significant program administered by the NPS is the 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program. 
RTCA implements the natural resource conservation and outdoor 
recreation mission of the NPS in communities across America. 
Currently there are approximately 70 RTCA professionals 
available to assist communities, local governments, and 
grassroots organizations in developing and implementing 
park, river, and trail projects.  Assistance includes building 
partnerships, assessing resources, developing concept plans, 
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Exhibit 4: Federal Service Sites
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engaging public participation, and identifying potential sources 
of funding. Recent RTCA highlights in Ohio include building 
a collaborative to re-establish the Ohio Trails Partnership, a 
statewide trails user group, and assisting officials in a nine-
county area of Cincinnati to create a regional trails plan.

Ohio has also been the beneficiary of the Federal Lands to Parks 
Program. Since its inception, Ohio public agencies have acquired 
more than 2,000 acres. An example is the improved river access 
for recreational boating and fishing along the Ohio River that 
was created when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers transferred 
ownership of lock and dam areas along the Ohio River to local 
and state agencies.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) manages an extensive 
system of more than 560 national wildlife refuges encompassing 
more than 150 million acres and 70 national fish hatcheries. In 
Ohio, the USFWS maintains nearly 9,000 acres in three national 
wildlife refuges in the western basin of Lake Erie: Cedar Point 
National Wildlife Refuge, Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, and 

West Sister Island National Wildlife Refuge (Exhibit 4). West 
Sister Island Wildlife Refuge is recognized by the U.S. Congress as 
a designated Wilderness area and part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System, the only area designated in Ohio.

The USFWS administers two significant fish and wildlife funding 
programs. The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, commonly 
referred to as the Pittman-Robertson Act, provides funding to 

the states for research, acquisition and improvement of habitat, 
development of public access to areas and facilities, hunter 
education programs, and construction and operation of public 
target ranges. Program funding is from taxes on purchases of 
firearms, ammunitions, and archery equipment. The Federal 
Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act, commonly referred to as the 
Dingell-Johnson Act, grants funding to the states for fishery 
projects, boating access improvements, and aquatic education. 
The program is funded through taxes on purchases of fishing 
equipment, motorboat, and small engine fuel taxes and import 
duties. Both federal programs offer up to 75% reimbursement. 

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

United States Forest Service

The U. S. Forest Service (USFS) is responsible for managing 154 
national forests and 20 national grasslands totaling almost 193 
million acres. In Ohio, the USFS manages over 244,000 acres 
of Wayne National Forest (Wayne NF) in southeastern Ohio, 
the state’s only national forest. Wayne NF offers numerous 

opportunities for developed, dispersed, 
and backcountry recreation experiences 
for approximately 204,000 annual visitors. 
Wayne NF offers two 100-acre lakes, 
over 100 fishing ponds, 10 developed 
campgrounds, five group picnic shelters, 
two boat launches, a swim area, over 
340 miles of multiple use trails, and the 
state’s largest designated motorized trail 
system. The results of a 2014 visitor use 
survey are shown in Figure 5.  

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF DEFENSE

The United States Army Corps of 
Engineers

Throughout Ohio, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) constructed 
many multi-purpose reservoirs and lock 
and dam structures that have greatly 
enhanced water-based recreation 
opportunities in Ohio (Exhibit 5).  The 
primary uses for the reservoirs are flood 

control, navigation, hydropower, and water supply, but they also 
offer opportunities for outdoor recreation and fish and wildlife 
management. Generally, the USACE operates and maintains 
the dams and reservoirs and leases adjacent land and water 
areas to various public recreation agencies. ODNR leases 
approximately 95,000 acres from the USACE throughout Ohio, 
including Alum Creek State Park near Columbus and Mosquito 

Route of North Country Trail (Source: North Country Trail Association)
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Lake State Park near Youngstown. Additionally, the USACE has 
contributed significantly to the Ohio River’s recreation potential 
with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a system 
of navigational locks and dams where recreational opportunities 
such as boat-launch ramps, fishing access, and picnic facilities 
are provided for public use.

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration

The FHWA administers the Transportation Alternative (TA) 
Set-Aside Program and the Recreational Trail Program (RTP) 
in partnership with the states. The Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation (FAST) Act replaced the former Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) with a set-aside of funds under 
the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, referred to 
as the TA Set-Aside. The TA Set-Aside authorizes funding for 
programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, 
including on-road and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
recreational trail projects, safe routes to school projects, and 
projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards in the 
right-of-way of former divided highways.

The RTP was reauthorized through the FAST Act for federal fiscal 
years 2016 through 2020. The funding amount allocated to the 
RTP is derived from a formula based on a percentage of the fuel 
that is used for off-road recreational use by snowmobiles, all-
terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, and off-road light trucks. 
RTP funds, administered through ODNR, can be used for a wide 
variety of recreational trail projects including trail maintenance 
and construction, acquisition of land for trails, trail equipment, 
and trailhead facilities. 

STATE GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

The State of Ohio, primarily through the Department of Natural 
Resources, is the largest provider of outdoor recreation and open 
space in the state. State parks, forests, wildlife areas, nature 
preserves, scenic rivers, canal lands, and historic sites provide 
millions of acres of land and water, thousands of recreation 
facilities, and a variety of outdoor programs and events.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) was created 
by the Ohio Legislature in 1949 and charged to “formulate 
and execute a long-term comprehensive plan and program for 
the development and wise use of the natural resources of the 
state…and that increased recreation opportunities..”

ODNR is a diverse agency that oversees the recreational pursuits 
of millions of people each year at state parks, forests, nature 
preserves, wildlife areas, and waterways while also regulating 
the development and use of Ohio’s vast allotment of natural 
resources that annually supply billions of dollars of goods into 
Ohio’s economy. Specific divisions within ODNR manage and 
administer a variety of properties and programs to meet the 
outdoor recreation needs of Ohioans and tourists.

Division of Parks and Watercraft 

ODNR’s Division of Parks and Recreation and Division of 
Watercraft merged into the Division of Parks and Watercraft 
in 2016 to streamline functions and improve service to both 
park visitors and boaters. The Division manages a system of 
74 state parks in 59 counties encompassing more than 180,000 
land and water acres and over 1,000 miles of trails (Exhibit 
6). Ohio state parks attract more than 2.4 million overnight 

VISITOR PROFILE

60% PARTICIPATE IN RECREATION ACTIVITIES 
72% ARE MALE 
63.4% ≤10 VISITS PER YEAR 
21.8% >15 VISITS PER YEAR 
38.9% <30 YEARS OF AGE 
62.3% TRAVEL ≤ 25 MILES 
>50% OF VISITS LAST ≤4 HOURS 

HIGHEST RECREATION PARTICIPATION

VIEWING NATURAL FEATURES 28.7% 
RELAXING 26.1% 
FISHING 25.9% 
HIKING/WALKING 24.2% 
VIEWING WILDLIFE 19.9% 
DEVELOPED CAMPING 12.6% 
DRIVING FOR PLEASURE 8.7% 
MOTORIZED TRAIL ACTIVITY 8.3% 
OHV USE 6.8%

SOURCE: U.S. FOREST SERVICE 2014 NATIONAL 
VISITOR USE MONITORING SURVEY

FIGURE 5: WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST RECREATION STATISTICS
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Exhibit 5: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lakes in Ohio
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Exhibit 6: Ohio State Parks

Exhibit 7: Ohio State Scenic Rivers and Water Trails
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Exhibit 7: Ohio State Scenic Rivers and Water Trails
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COWAN LAKE

Little Darby Creek 
Scenic River

Little Miami Scenic River

Big Darby Creek Scenic River

Olentangy Scenic River
Olentangy River Water Trail

Kokosing Scenic River
Kokosing River Water Trail

MT. GILEAD LOWER LAKE

Mad River Water Trail

Stillwater River Water Trail

Stillwater Scenic River

Great Miami River Water Trail

Greenville Creek Scenic River

HARGUS LAKE

Ashtabula Scenic RiverGrand State Wild & Scenic River

Water trails, also known as blueways and paddling trails, are marked routes on navigable waters for use by kayaks, canoes, and 
other non-motorized boats.

ODNR is the state agency that officially designates water trails in Ohio. Designation provides 
funding opportunities and recognition of the uniqueness of these natural resources which can spur 
environmental, educational, and economic benefits. Ohio has 10 designated water trails: East Sandusky 
Bay, Kokosing River, Mad River, Mahoning River, Mohican River, Muskingum River, Olentangy River, 
Stillwater River, and Vermilion-Lorain (Exhibit 7).

Paddle Ohio is an ODNR program that promotes paddling and raises awareness of the importance of protecting high quality rivers 
and streams. 

WATER TRAILS
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visits each year. Day use facilities include 74 beaches, 450 
picnic areas, six championship golf courses, and over 440 trails 
for hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. Overnight 
facilities include nine resort lodges, over 500 cabins, 57 family 
campgrounds offering more than 9,000 campsites, and 18 
horseman’s camps with nearly 400 sites. 

The Division of Parks and Watercraft supports recreational 
boating opportunities and with more than 474,000 registered 
boats in Ohio, the state is ranked in the top 10 states with the 
most registered boats. Paddle sports continue to rapidly gain 
popularity in Ohio, with total registrations reaching over 199,000 
in 2016, up from 169,000 in 2015, an increase of 18%.

The Division of Parks and Watercraft also includes Ohio’s 
Scenic Rivers Program. The Scenic Rivers Act (Ohio Revised 
Code Section 1547.81) provides for the protection of Ohio 
streams that hold exceptional conservation, scenic, historic, or 
outdoor recreation value. The Scenic Rivers Act identifies three 
categories for river classification: wild, scenic, and recreational 
with criteria based on the stream’s length, adjacent forest cover, 
water quality, natural conditions, and present use. Conneaut 
Creek, Grand River, and Little Beaver Creek are designated wild 
and scenic rivers and the Ashtabula River, Chagrin River, Big and 
Little Darby Creeks, Kokosing River, Little Miami River, Mohican 
River, Olentangy River, Sandusky River, and Upper Cuyahoga River 
are designated state scenic rivers. The Maumee River, Stillwater 
River, and Greenville Creek system are designated scenic and 
recreational rivers (Exhibit 7).

The Division administers several grant programs to assist 
Ohio’s boaters, including the Boating Infrastructure Grant 
Program for transient mooring facilities, the Recreational Harbor 
Evaluation Program for dredging near public boating facilities, 
the Clean Vessel Act Grant Program for construction and 
renovation of waste reception facilities for recreational vessels, 
the Cooperative Boating Facility Grant for improving boating 
access, and the Water Trails Program for signage and printable 
information related to designated water trails. The Division also 
administers the Waterways Safety Fund funded through the Ohio 
Marine Fuel Tax and fees collected for boating registration. The 
fund’s primary purpose is construction and improvement of public 
facilities for recreational boating on the state’s navigable waters.

Division of Natural Areas & Preserves

ODNR’s Division of Natural Areas & Preserves administers a 
statewide system of 136 nature preserves encompassing more 
than 13,400 acres of land and assists with management of 
additional acreage owned by other public and private landholders 
(Exhibit 8). The preserves vary in size from less than an acre to 
over 2,000 acres and are conserved because of the property’s 
ecological or geological significance and are best suited for 
research, education, and low-impact activities, such as nature 

study, photography, hiking, and bird watching. Currently, 96 
natural areas and preserves are open for the public, many with 
facilities to enhance the visitor experience including trails, 
boardwalks, and observation overlooks.

Division of Wildlife

ODNR’s Division of Wildlife is responsible for the protection, 
propagation, conservation, and management of Ohio’s fish and 
wildlife resources. The Division owns or manages more than 
400,000 acres of diverse wildlife lands throughout the state 
(Exhibit 9). The Division implements numerous programs to 
improve wildlife diversity and human enjoyment of wildlife 
resources, including a nongame and endangered species 
program, enforcement of Ohio’s wildlife laws and regulations, 
and educational and public information programs.

Wildlife management consists of projects that affect wildlife 
populations and wildlife recreational users. These projects 
usually involve habitat manipulation, management of wildlife 
populations, land acquisition, research, and creation of 
opportunities for people to enjoy wildlife. Biologically based 
hunting seasons are necessary for both the protection and 
control of some wildlife populations and these seasons provide 
the framework for countless hours of wildlife recreation 
opportunities.

Fish management includes managing the fisheries of Ohio’s 
inland water areas, 61,500 miles of streams and over 2.2 
million acres of Lake Erie. Staff conducts research, monitors fish 
populations, develops programs to eliminate undesirable species, 
maintains angler use facilities, and operates hatcheries to stock 
many of Ohio’s lakes and streams with a variety of game fish 
species. Water area management programs include improving 
spawning habitat, installing fish attractors, and reviewing of 
reservoir plans to ensure their suitability for fish management. 

The Division offers Step Outside grants to local governmental 
agencies, non-profit organizations, and other family and youth-
oriented facilities to promote outdoor skills such as fishing, 
hunting, trapping, archery, and shooting sports. These grants 
are designed to offer funding for activities that are otherwise 
unaffordable for the sponsoring agency or organization.

Division of Forestry

ODNR’s Division of Forestry is responsible for the operation 
and maintenance of Ohio’s 21 state forests encompassing over 
200,000 acres (Exhibit 10). The Division’s mission is to promote 
and apply sustainable management practices for the use and 
protection of private and public forestlands. The state forest 
system is managed under a multiple-use concept to provide 
timber, backcountry recreation opportunities, wildlife habitat, soil 
protection, and water quality preservation.  The Division extends 
their expertise by providing technical assistance to private 
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Exhibit 8: Ohio State Nature Preserves 

1. Acadia Cliffs
2. Adams Lake Prairie
3. Audubon Islands
4. Augusta-Anne Olsen
5. Aurora Sanctuary
6. Baker Woods
7. Bigelow Cemetery
8. Blackhand Gorge
9. Boch Hollow
10. Boord
11. Brown’s Lake Bog
12. Burton Wetlands
13. Caesar Creek Gorge
14. Campbell
15. Cedar Bog
16. Chapparal
17. Christmas Rocks
18. Clear Creek
19. Clear Fork George
20. Clifton Gorge

21. Collier
22. Conkles Hollow
23. Conneaut Swamp
24. Crooked Run
25. Cooperider - Kent Bog
26. Culberson
27. Daughmer Prairie Savannah
28. Davey Woods
29. Davis Memorial
30. Desonier
31. Dupont Marsh
32. Eagle Creek
33. Erie Sand Barrens
34. Fowler Woods
35. Gahanna Woods
36. Gallagher Fen
37. Goll Woods
38. Goode Prairie
39. Gross Woods
40. Hach Otis

41. Halls Creek Woods
42. Headlands Dunes
43. Herrick Fen
44. Hueston Woods
45. Hutchins
46. Irwin Prairie
47. Jackson Bog
48. Johnson Ridge
49. Johnson Woods
50. Kendrick Woods
51. Kessler Swamp 
52. Kiser Lake Wetlands
53. Kitty Todd
54. Knox Woods
55. Kyle Woods
56. Lake Katharine
57. Lakeside Daisy
58. Lawrence Woods
59. Marsh Wetlands

60. McCracken Fen
61. Mentor Marsh
62. Milford Center Prairie
63. Miller Sanctuary
64. Morris Woods
65. North Pond
66. North Shore Alvar
67. Novak
68. Old Woman Creek
69. Owens Fen
70. Pickerington Ponds
71. Portage Lakes Wetlands
72. Rhododendron Cove 
73. Riddle
74. Rockbridge
75. Rocky Fork Gorge
76. Scioto Brush Creek
77. Sears Woods
78. Seymour Woods
79. Shallenberger

80. Sharon Woods Gorge
81. Sheepskin Hollow
82. Sheldon Marsh
83. Shoemaker
84. Siegenthaler - Kaestner
85. Smith Cemetery
86. Springville Marsh
87. Stage’s Pond
88. Stratford Woods
89. Swamp Cottonwood
90. Thomas
91. Tinkers Creek
92. Triangle Lake Bog
93. Tucker
94. Tummonds
95. Wahkeena
96. Whipple
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Exhibit 9: Ohio State Wildlife Areas 

1. Acadia Cliffs WA
2. Aldrich Pond WA
3. Ale’s Run WA
4. Aquilla Lake WA
5. Auburn Marsh WA
6. Beach City WA
7. Beavercreek WA
8. Berlin Reservoir WA
9. Big Island WA
10. Broken ARO WA
11. Brook WA
12. Brush Creek WA
13. Buffalo Fork WA
14. Camp Belden WA
15. Cascade WA
16. Clark Lake WA
17. Clouse Lake WA
18. Coalton WA
19. Conant WA
20. Conneaut WA
21. Cooper Hollow WA
22. Crown City WA
23. Dan & Margaret
 James WA
24. Darke WA
25. Deer Creek WA

26. Delaware WA
27. Della Gates & 
 Edward Bott WA
28. Dillon WA
29. Dorset WA
30. East Fork WA
31. Egypt Valley WA
32. Fallsville WA
33. Firestone/Yeagley WA
34. Fish Creek WA
35. Flatrock WA
36. Flint Run WA
37. Florida WA
38. Fox Lake WA
39. Fox’s Marsh WA
40. Fulton Pond WA
41. Funk Bottoms WA
42. Grand River WA
43. Grant Lake WA
44. Great Miami River WA 
45. Green Island WA
46. Greenfi eld Dam WA
47. Hambden Orchard WA
48. Hanby WA
49. Highlandtown WA
50. Honeypoint WA

51. Indian Creek WA
52. Jackson Co. Line WA
53. Jackson Lake WA
54. Jockey Hollow WA
55. Joseph Steinen WA 
56. Keen WA 
57. Killbuck Marsh WA
58. Killdeer Plains WA
59. Knobby’s Prairie WA
60. Knox Lake WA
61. Kuehnle WA
62. Lake La Su An WA
63. Lake Park WA
64. Lake Wayne R. Carr WA
65. Lake White
 Tailwaters WA
66. Lanker WA
67. Lawrence Woods WA
68. Leesville WA
69. Liberty WA
70. Little Portage WA
71. Lower Killbuck Creek WA
72. Mackey Ford WA
73. Mad River WA
74. Magee Marsh WA
75. Mallard Club Marsh WA

76. Marsh Wetlands WA
77. Meilke Road
 SavannaWA
78. Meiners WA
79. Mercer WA 
80. Metzger Marsh WA
81. Meyerholtz WA
82. Milan WA
83. Miller’s Blue Hole WA
84. Missionary Island WA
85. Mohican River WA
86. Mohler WA1
87. Monroe Basin WA
88. Monroe Lake WA
89. Mosquito Creek WA
90. Moxley WA
91. Nettle Lake WA
92. New Lyme WA
93. Oak Point WA
94. Old Woman
 Nature Preserve (NERR)
95. Oldaker WA
96. Orwell WA

97. Ottoville WA
98. Oxbow Lake WA
99. Parkersburg WA
100. Pater WA
101. Pickerel Creek WA
102. Pleasant Valley WA
103. Portage Path WA
104. Portage River WA
105. Powelson WA
106. Resthaven WA
107. Rockmill Dam WA
108. Ross Lake WA
109. Rush Run WA
110. Salt Fork WA
111. Shreve Lake WA
112. Silver Creek WA
113. Simco WA
114. Spencer Lake WA
115. Spring Valley WA
116. St. Joseph River WA
117. Sugar Creek WA
118. Symmes WA
119. Tiffi n River WA
120. Toussaint WA 
121. Tranquility WA
122. Tri-Valley WA

123. Trump Wildlife Preserve
124. Turkey Ridge WA
125. Tycoon Lake WA
126. Urbana WA
127. Vallley Run WA
128. Van Tassel WA
129. Vernon A. Luthman
 Techumseh WA
130. Veto Lake WA 
131. Vinton Furnace WA
132. Wallace H. O’Dowd WA
133. Warren WA
134. Waterloo WA
135. Wellington WA
136. Wellston Reservoir WA
137. West Harbor WA
138. Willard Marsh WA 
139. Willow Point WA
140. Wilson Wetlands WA
141. Wingfoot Lake WA
142. Wolf Creek WA
143. Woodbury WA
144. Woodland Trails WA
145. Wyandot WA
146. Zepernick Lake WA
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1. Beaver Creek SF

2. Blue Rock SF

3. Brush Creek SF

4. Dean SF

5. Fernwood SF

6. Gifford SF

7. Harrison SF

8. Hocking SF

9. Maumee SF

10. Mohican-Memorial SF

11. Perry SF

12. Pike SF

13. Richland Furnace SF

14. Scioto Trail SF

15. Shade River SF

16. Shawnee SF

17. Sunfi sh Creek SF

18. Tar Hollow SF

19. Vinton Furnace SF

20. Yellow Creek SF

21. Zaleski SF

State Forests

State Forests with Motorized Trails Available

Exhibit 10: Ohio State Forests
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landowners on 
managing private 
woodlands 
for timber and 
wildlife and 
to community 
officials for 
assistance with 
urban and street 
tree plantings.

State forests 
support 
numerous 
outdoor 
recreation 
opportunities 
with over 
26,000 hikers, 
18,000 hunters 
and anglers, 
and 17,000 

horseback riders utilizing Ohio’s state forest lands annually 
(Figure 6). Visitors to state forests can enjoy more than 350 miles 
of backcountry bridle trails, 80 miles of hiking and backpacking 
trails, and 50 miles of mountain bike trails. The Division provides 
designated trails for off-road all-purpose vehicles (APVs) and 
motorcycles at Maumee, Perry, Pike, and Richland Furnace state 
forests and designated snowmobiling trails at Maumee State 
Forest and Mohican-Memorial State Forest. The statewide 
Buckeye Trail, a 1,444-mile trail that makes a large loop around 
the state, passes through several state forests, including 
Hocking, Pike, Scioto Trail, Shawnee, and Tar Hollow state 
forests.

State forests also offer a variety of camping opportunities, 
including family campgrounds, primitive horse camps, primitive 
backpacking sites, and “park and pack” campsites for novice 
backpackers. The Division also manages the 8,000-acre state 
designated wilderness area at Shawnee State Forest in southern 
Ohio. 

Office of Real Estate and Land Management

ODNR’s Office of Real Estate and Land Management (REALM) 
provides grants administration, environmental review 
coordination, survey, and real estate functions on behalf of 
ODNR. REALM administers two federal grant programs, LWCF 
and the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) and two state grant 
programs, NatureWorks and the Clean Ohio Trails Fund (COTF). 

The RTP is funded through the Federal Highway Administration 
and with the guidance of the State Recreational Trail Advisory 
Board, up to 80% of project costs are awarded annually to grant 

recipients. Eligible political subdivisions and nonprofits leverage 
the federal funds for construction of new trails, acquisition of 
trail corridors, and rehabilitation of trails and trailhead facilities. 
Since RTP’s inception in 1998, over $25 million in funding has 
been awarded for 325 Ohio projects. 

In consultation with the Clean Ohio Trails Fund Advisory Board, 
REALM administers the COTF program. The fund provides up to 
75% of project costs for the construction and development of 
regional recreational trails. Since the program inception in 2001, 
over $72 million has been awarded to political subdivisions and 
eligible nonprofits for over 240 trail projects. 

The popular NatureWorks program, funded through the sale of 
state bonds, provides up to 75% reimbursement assistance to 
eligible political subdivisions (townships, villages, joint recreation 
districts, municipalities, park districts, counties, and conservancy 
districts) for acquisition and/or development of public recreation 
areas. Funds are divided between Ohio’s 88 counties based on a 
formula that includes population size. Applicants compete only 
against other applicants from the same county.  Many modest, as 
well as more expensive, park improvements are funded through 
this program.

Information on the LWCF grant program may be found in the 
Introduction section of this plan. 

Canal Lands

Ohio’s historic canals extend over 1,000 miles and impact 
multiple jurisdictions, with the two main canal routes being the 
Ohio & Erie Canal in eastern Ohio and the Miami & Erie Canal 
in western Ohio. Construction of Ohio’s canal system began 
after the Ohio Legislature enacted the Ohio Canal Act in 1825 
for the primary purpose of providing transportation for Ohio 
farm products and goods to get to marketplaces to boost Ohio’s 
economy. By the 1850’s, the canals were starting to be replaced 
by the railroads and other faster and more modern modes of 
transportation. 

FIGURE 6: OHIO STATE FORESTS 
RECREATIONAL USERS

JULY 2014 - JUNE 2015

BACKPACKERS 6,576

HORSE CAMPERS 5,935

FAMILY CAMPERS 1,240

HUNTER CAMPERS 720

APV RIDERS 11,427

SNOWMOBILERS 122

HORSE RIDERS 17,260

HUNTERS/ANGLERS 18,590

HIKERS 26,238

GUN RANGE USERS 16,682

MOUNTAIN BIKERS 2,250

HARVESTERS 2,986

ROCK CLIMBERS/RAPPELERS 3,534

MISC. DAY USE 45,369

Miami & Erie Canal, City of St. Mary’s, Auglaize County. The historic 
canal provides green space and outdoor recreational opportunities in the 
center of St. Mary’s in western Ohio.
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Exhibit 11: Ohio’s Scenic Byways

1. Amish Country Byway

2. Big Darby Plains Scenic Byway

3. Ohio & Erie Canal Scenic Byway

4. Drovers’ Trail Scenic Byway

5. Gateway to Amish Country

6. Heritage Corridors of Bath

7. Historic National Road

8. Hocking Hills Scenic Byway

9. Jefferson Township Scenic Byway

10. Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail

11. Land of the Cross-tipped Churches

12. Lincoln Highway Historic Byway

13. Lower Valley Pike Scenic Byway

14. Maumee Valley Scenic Byway

15. Miami & Erie Canal Scenic Byway

16. Morgan County Scenic Byway

17. North Ridge Scenic Byway

18. Ohio River Scenic Byway

19. Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway

20. Presidential Pathways Scenic Byway

21. Scenic Olentangy Heritage Corridor

22. Scenic Scioto Heritage Trail

23. Tappan-Moravian Trail Scenic Byway

24. Wally Road Scenic Byway

25. Welsh Scenic Byway
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Today, canal lands are owned by many entities, including ODNR, 
the Ohio History Connection, ODOT, park districts, counties, local 
communities, and nonprofit organizations. Several portions of the 
canal have been developed with opportunities for recreational 
users. The well-known Ohio & Erie Towpath Trail stretches over 
100 miles in the northeast portion of the State, including 22 
miles within the Cuyahoga Valley National Park, and is part of 
the federally designated Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage 
Area. 

Office of Coastal Management

The Office of Coastal Management seeks to achieve a balance 
between use and preservation of Lake Erie’s coastal resources by 
effectively administering the Ohio Coastal Management Program. 
The goals of the Office include enhancing conservation of coastal 
resources, promoting economic development, improving public 
access, restoring Lake Erie water quality, and providing technical 
assistance regarding coastal management and erosion issues. 

The Office annually awards approximately $500,000 in 
Coastal Management Assistance Grants and additional funds 
through a variety of other grant programs for the preservation 
and protection of the coastal region. These grants enable 
communities to enhance public access to Lake Erie, mitigate 
hazards, protect and restore natural resources, foster sustainable 
coastal development, and increase recreational opportunities. 
Grants are typically awarded to municipalities, park districts, 
universities, soil and water conservation districts, port 
authorities, and non-profit organizations. Coastal Management 
Assistance Grants support outdoor recreation by providing 
funding for feasibility studies, master plans, and construction 
projects that increase public access and outdoor recreational 
opportunities along Lake Erie. 

The Office of Coastal Management also administers the federal 
Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program, which is 
used by local public entities to acquire and protect ecologically 
significant coastal properties and to enhance public access and 
enjoyment of Lake Erie.

Ohio Department of Transportation

Ohio is eighth in the nation in the total number of miles of public 
roads and maintains the fifth largest traffic volume, fourth largest 
truck traffic volume, and second largest bridge inventory. Ohio 
has the fourteenth highest transit ridership, with 117 million 
trips taken in 2014. Additionally, Ohio has over 3,000 miles of 
designated bike paths. The Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) has various responsibilities for maintenance operations 
and capital improvement activities on Ohio’s highway systems.

ODOT administers Ohio’s Scenic Byway Program with the intent 
to preserve, enhance, and protect the state’s intrinsic resources 
for visitors and residents by designating highways and roads as 

scenic byway corridors. Through partnerships with communities, 
organizations, and government agencies, efforts are coordinated 
to promote travel and recreation and to encourage stewardship 
of the features that distinguish the designated byways. These 
collaborative efforts support establishing a balance between 
conservation and land use that heightens the experience of 
traveling designated byways while improving the quality of 
life. Ohio currently offers 27 Scenic Byways, five of which are 
nationally designated (Exhibit 11). ODOT also administers the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, a funding 
program for infrastructure planning and investment.

TOURISMOHIO

TourismOhio, a program of the Ohio Development Services 
Agency, strives to make Ohio a destination of choice and to 
enrich lives through authentic travel experiences. TourismOhio 
serves as a clearinghouse for destinations and events across 

the state, oversees the toll-free tourism 
hotline, 1-800-BUCKEYE, and supports 
the tourism industry through marketing, 
advertising, research, and public relations 
partnership opportunities. The agency 
recently developed a strategic plan that 
laid the groundwork for the Ohio Find It 
Here brand. In 2015, direct visitor spending 
of $33 billion generated $42 billion in 

total business sales as tourism dollars flowed through the Ohio 
economy. 

OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

The Ohio EPA administers the Ohio Environmental Education 
Fund (OEEF) that encourages Ohio residents to be outside and 
become stewards of Ohio’s natural resources. OEEF supports 
environmental education projects that increase awareness and 
understanding of environmental issues. OEEF grants funding for 
programs that:

• Educate residents on what they can do to protect Ohio’s air, 
water, and land,

• Provide opportunities for students to monitor air and water 
quality, explore environmental careers, and interact with 
professional scientists and environmental engineers, and 

• Assist small businesses and farmers with environmental 
regulations.

Ohio EPA supports the Environmental Career Ambassador’s 
Program that offers Ohio high school students, teachers, and 
career counselors with a better understanding of the wide variety 
of environmental science and engineering careers available. The 
program was established by the Environmental Education Council 
of Ohio with a network of environmental professionals to link 
students with career opportunities.
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OHIO HISTORY CONNECTION

The Ohio History Connection is one of the largest statewide 
historical organizations in the United States and manages 
and maintains an extensive system of over 50 historical, 
archeological, and natural history sites that provide opportunities 
for Ohioans to enjoy the state’s cultural and historic heritage. The 
sites encompass more than 3,600 acres and are some of the most 
significant tourist attractions in the state (Exhibit 12).

To help preserve the state’s historic places, the Ohio History 
Connection carries out a variety of responsibilities, including 
maintaining and operating a statewide network of historic 
sites and museums, preserving and providing public access to 
the state archives, providing expertise in the area of historic 
preservation, providing educational materials for Ohio school 
children, promoting the development of county and local 
historical societies, and collecting and preserving artifacts 
related to Ohio history. 

The Ohio History Connection’s State Historic Preservation Office 
administers the state’s responsibilities under the National 
Historic Preservation Act, including identifying and cataloging 
historic buildings and sites, evaluating properties for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places, reviewing rehabilitation 
projects seeking state and federal tax credits, and qualifying 
communities for the Certified Local Government program.

The State Historic Preservation Office has a comprehensive on-
line mapping system of Ohio’s cultural resources that includes 
the National Register of Historic Places, Ohio Historical Inventory, 
and the Ohio Archaeological Inventory. The system is available 
to cultural resource management professionals, agency officials, 
and researchers to assist with project planning and compliance 
activities. 

OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION

The Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) administers the 
Green Space Conservation Program as part of the Clean Ohio 
Fund. Program funds are available for political subdivisions 
and nonprofit organizations to acquire public open spaces and 
protect and enhance riparian corridors. To apply for funding, 
agencies work with their local Natural Resources Assistance 
Councils (NRACs), that are responsible for recommending 
projects to OPWC. Each of the 19 NRACs in Ohio are comprised 
of 11 members, including representatives from soil and water 
conservation districts, local governments, environmental groups, 
park districts, agricultural organizations, and local businesses 
as well as the local district’s public works integrating committee 
members. Each NRAC evaluates and scores grant applications 
using a locally developed methodology based on criteria listed in 
Chapter 164 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

A few examples of awarded projects: 

• The Lake Erie Bluffs Preservation Project, a multi-phase 
acquisition of 229 acres in Lake County that protects 
wetlands, high quality plant communities, and 1,310 feet 
of Lake Erie shoreline ($4,065,325 project cost, $1,193,790 
Clean Ohio funding).

• Edge of Appalachia project in Adams County that expands 
and connects several nature preserves and facilitates 
hunting opportunities ($993,750 project cost, $725,062 
Clean Ohio funding).

• Stillwater Nature Preserve project in Miami County that 
protects the Stillwater River and provides for hiking, wildlife 
viewing, and fishing opportunities ($1,502,400 project cost, 
$1,111,775 Clean Ohio funding).

• Keystone Furnace Wetlands Preserve project in Jackson 
County preserving 1,000 acres of a high-quality wetland 
complex with opportunities for education and recreation 
($1,220,000 project cost, $916,500 Clean Ohio funding).

• Glen Helen Project in Greene County preserving 966 acres 
along three waterways with hiking and birding opportunities 
among 400-year-old trees, limestone cliffs, and waterfalls 
($2,706,440 project cost, $961,730 Clean Ohio funding).

LOCAL AND SPECIAL DISTRICT RESOURCES

Conservancy Districts

Conservancy Districts are independent political subdivisions 
of the State of Ohio that are governed by Ohio Revised Code 
(ORC) Chapter 6101. Conservancy districts are formed to provide 
flood protection, regulate stream channels, collect and process 
wastewater, plan for irrigation, assist in preventing erosion, and 
offer recreation. Of the 57 conservancy districts created since 
1915, 20 are currently active. Two of those, the Muskingum and 
Miami conservancy districts, are major recreation-providing 
entities in the state.

The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) is 
the largest conservancy district in Ohio, encompassing 8,000 
square miles in eastern Ohio.  The MWCD was organized in 
1933 to develop and implement a plan to reduce flooding and 
conserve water for beneficial public uses in the Muskingum 
River Watershed. MWCD owns 54,000 acres which includes 
10 lakes covering 16,000 acres of water. ODNR’s Division of 
Wildlife stocks the MWCD lakes, including Atwood, Beach City, 
Charles Mill, Clendening, Leesville, Piedmont, Pleasant Hill, 
Seneca, and Tappan lakes, attracting anglers from throughout the 
state. The lakes have varying speed limits from 10 mph limits to 
accommodate kayakers and anglers to unlimited horsepower to 
accommodate water skiers and high-speed boaters. The MWCD 
offers marinas, public boat launch ramps, public hunting areas, 
campgrounds, trails, cabin rentals, and an equine primitive 
camping area. Five activity centers are staffed with naturalists 
and offer organized programs and special events throughout the 
year. The MWCD is in the process of implementing a master plan 
for recreational facilities that includes $120 million in camping, 
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Exhibit 12: History Connection Museums & Historic Sites

Glacial Grooves Geolog-
ical Preserve

Inscription Rock Petroglyph

Cooke–Dorn House
Fort Meigs

Fallen Timbers
Battlefi eld Memorial Park

Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Library and 
Museums

Indian Mill

William G. Harding 
Home & Tomb

Fort Amanda Memorial Park

Armstrong Air & Space Museum

Fort Recovery Museum

Lockington Locks

Johnston Farm & 
Indian Agency

Cedar Bog
Nature Preserve

Adena Museum & Gardens
Story Mound

Logan Elm

Our House Tavern

Buckeye Furnace

Leo Petroglyphs and 
Nature Preserve

Wahkeena 
Nature Preserve

Buffi ngton Island Battlefi eld 
Memorial Park

Shrum Mound

Ohio Village/
Ohio History Center

Hanby House

Newark Earthworks

Flint Ridge
Ancient Quarries and 
Nature Preserve

Fort Jefferson Memo-
rial Park

Paul Laurence
Dunbar House National Afro-American

Museum & Cultural Center

Miamisburg 
Mound

Fort Ancient Earthworks and 
Nature Preserve

William Henry
Harrison Tomb Harriet Beecher 

Stowe House

U. S. Grant Birthplace

U. S. Grant Boyhood
Home & Schoolhouse

John Rankin House

Davis Memorial 
Nature Preserve

Serpent Mound

Fort Hill Earthworks and 
Nature Preserve

Ohio River Museum

Big Bottom 
Memorial Park

National Road and Zane 
Grey Museum

Mount Pleasant 
Histroical Site

Custer Monument

Schoenbrunn Village

Zoar Village

Fort Laurens
Museum of 
Ceramics

Tallmadge Church

Youngsown 
Historical Center of 
Industry Labor

Shaker Historical 
Museum

McCook House
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park, and trail upgrades. It is estimated over 3.6 million people a 
year enjoy the MWCD lakes and parks.

The Miami Conservancy District (MCD) in southwest Ohio 
provides flood risk reduction, preserves water resources, and 
promotes recreation and community development along the 
region’s waterways. Of the approximately 44,000 acres owned 
by MCD, about 3,300 acres are reserved for recreation areas. 
The National Aviation Heritage Area, North Country National 
Scenic Trail, statewide Buckeye Trail, and U.S. Bike Route 50 
use portions of MCD’s land, attracting visitors, through-hikers, 
and cyclists from across the nation. MCD’s land along the Great 
Miami River is at the heart of a nearly 350-mile regional network 
of paved shared-use trails, including the Great Miami, Mad, 
Stillwater, and Wolf Creek trails that connect to the Central Ohio 
Greenways’ Camp Chase Trail near London, Ohio.  MCD leases 
thousands of acres to Five Rivers MetroParks, MetroParks of 
Butler County, City of Hamilton, Miami Township, Warren County, 
and other riverfront communities for use as public parks along 
the riverway. These parks feature amenities for a variety of 
activities – hiking and mountain biking trails, riverbank fishing, 
and community gathering areas for festivals and live concerts. 
The Great Miami River, including trails and nearby attractions 
along a 99-mile corridor, is becoming a destination for locals and 
visitors – so much so that MCD and the riverfront communities 
have collaborated to establish and promote The Great Miami 
Riverway. 

Park Districts

Ohio has 61 park districts that preserve, manage, and develop 
Ohio’s land and water resources for public enjoyment and outdoor 
recreation (Figure 7).  Park districts are established and governed 
by Ohio Revised Code Chapter 511 or 1545. Many park districts 
were established decades ago in semi-rural communities that 
are now urbanized and nearly built-out. As the communities 
grew, many park districts acquired additional land holdings to 
preserve land and resources, increasing their commitment to land 
management and stewardship.  The Clean Ohio Green Space 
Conservation Program has provided significant funding over the 
past decade for park districts to acquire land and expand their 
park offerings.

Staying relevant to the communities they serve is important to 
park districts to maintain support and financial sustainability 
through tax levies, grants, and gifts. However, costs of land 
acquisition, development of recreational facilities, removal of 
existing unsuitable structures on acquired land, and maintaining 
existing park infrastructure can be quite costly. In response, more 
park districts have increased their efforts to diversity funding 
sources, develop endowments, increase grant writing staff, and 
foster partnerships to expand capacity and outreach. Strong 
marketing programs, enhanced websites, social media outreach, 

smart phone applications, and slogans, logos, and images 
that appeal to a broad range of audiences are becoming more 
mainstream for park districts. Park districts are also developing 
cost recovery programs and long-term sustainable business 
practices.

Joint Recreation Districts

Joint Recreation Districts are collaborations between neighboring 
entities to acquire land and develop recreational facilities such as 
trails and sports fields. Ohio Revised Code Chapter 755 creates 
the legal framework for joint recreation districts and qualifies 
them to receive funding. The collaborative recreational district 
partnerships can provide more capacity to operate and maintain 
parks, playgrounds, swimming pools, and recreation centers that 
benefit the communities. Figure 8 lists Ohio’s 16 Joint Recreation 
Districts. 

Local Governments

Local government agencies are the backbone of public recreation 
opportunities in Ohio. Cities, villages, counties, townships, 
and school districts all offer numerous recreational facilities, 
programs, and events close-to-home, whether it’s a playground, 
ballfield, fishing lake, or trail. The role of local governments is 
significant in improving quality of life and delivering recreational 
services to Ohio residents.

Private and Non-Profit Organizations

The private sector makes a significant contribution to the delivery 
of recreation services in Ohio, whether by managing recreation 
lands, providing skill-building courses, offering concessions and 
amenities, or by offering equipment that enables users to enjoy a 
variety of recreational activities.

Private recreational enterprises often add capacity, supplement 
offerings, and invest in specialized facilities such as marinas, 
ski areas, canoe liveries, golf courses, horse stables, swimming 
complexes, and developed campgrounds.  There are also private 
recreation areas on properties owned by timber, power, and coal 
companies in southeastern Ohio that are open to public use for 
hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, and picnicking. 

Non-profit organizations also play an important role in outdoor 
recreation by preserving land, offering programs, and providing 
educational opportunities. Non-profit organizations such as the 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of America operate day, weekend, 
and week-long camps that provide skill-building opportunities 
and a variety of outdoor recreation activities
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1 ASHLAND COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

2 ASHTABULA COUNTY METROPARKS

3 METROPARKS OF BUTLER COUNTY

4 CARROLL COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

5 CLARK COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

6 CLERMONT COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

7 CLEVELAND METROPARKS

8 CLINTON COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

9 COLUMBIANA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

10 COLUMBUS AND FRANKLIN COUNTY 
METRO PARKS

11 COSHOCTON PARK DISTRICT

12 CRAWFORD PARK DISTRICT

13 DARKE COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

14 DEFIANCE COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

15 ERIE METROPARKS

16 FAIRFIELD COUNTY HISTORICAL PARKS 
COMMISSION

17 FIVE RIVERS METROPARKS

18 FRIENDSHIP PARK DISTRICT

19 GEAUGA PARK DISTRICT

20 GREAT PARKS OF HAMILTON COUNTY

21 GREENE COUNTY PARKS & TRAILS

22 GUERNSEY COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

23 HANCOCK PARK DISTRICT

24 HARDIN COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL 
PARK

25 HENRY COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

26 HERITAGE TRAILS PARK DISTRICT

27 HOLMES COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

28 HURON COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

29 JOHNNY APPLESEED METROPOLITAN 
PARK DISTRICT

30 KNOX COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

31 LAKE METROPARKS

32 LICKING PARK DISTRICT

33 LORAIN COUNTY METROPARKS DISTRICT

34 MADISON COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

35 MARION COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

36 MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

37 MEIGS COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

38 MIAMI COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

39 MILL CREEK METROPARKS

40 MONROE COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

41 MUSKINGUM VALLEY PARK DISTRICT

42 O.O. MCINTYRE PARK DISTRICT

43 OLANDER PARK SYSTEM

44 PAULDING COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

45 PICKAWAY COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

46 PORTAGE PARK DISTRICT

47 PREBLE COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

48 PRESERVATION PARKS OF DELAWARE 
COUNTY

49 RICHLAND COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

50 ROSS COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

51 SANDUSKY COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

52 SENECA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

53 SHELBY COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

54 STARK COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

55 SUMMIT METRO PARKS

56 METROPARKS OF THE TOLEDO AREA

57 TRUMBULL COUNTY METRO PARK 
DISTRICT

58 TUSCARAWAS COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

59 VAN WERT COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

60 WARREN COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

61 WAYNE COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

62 WOOD COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

FIGURE 7: PARK DISTRICTS IN OHIO

FIGURE 8: JOINT RECREATION DISTRICTS IN OHIO

 

1 BELLEFONTAINE JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

2 CARDINGTON JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

3 FRANKLIN PARK JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

4 FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

5 FREDERICKTOWN RECREATION DISTRICT

6 GRANVILLE RECREATION DISTRICT

7 LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

8 MALTA/MCCONNELLSVILLE JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

9 NATIONAL TRAIL PARKS AND RECREATION DISTRICT

10 NEW ALBANY PLAIN LOCAL JOINT PARKS DISTRICT

11 ORANGE COMMUNITY EDUCATION & RECREATION

12 ORWELL AREA JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

13 RICHFIELD JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

14 SYLVANIA RECREATION CORP.

15 UNION COUNTY JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT

16 WEST GEAUGA JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT
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OUTDOOR RECREATION 
TRENDS AND DEMANDS
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OHIO DEMOGRAPHICS
Ohio’s population has been relatively stable over the last 10 years 
and is projected to remain at approximately 11.5 million (Figure 
9). Since 2000, Ohio’s population increased 2.3% in comparison 
to the overall national population increase of 14.2%. However, 
within those population numbers, the demographics are changing 
with the biggest gain in the age group of those 65 years or older. 
Approximately 16% of Ohio’s population is aged 65 or over and it 
is estimated that one in four Ohioans will be 65 years and older 
by 2030. Ohio’s median age is 39.3 years, slightly older than the 
national average of 37.8 years.

In addition to changes in demographics related to age, Ohio 
is also experiencing steadily increasing racial and ethnic 

diversification with minorities comprising 20% of Ohio’s 
population. The fastest growing racial and ethnic group is the 
Hispanic American community, growing by over 70% since 
2000 and representing about 3.3% of the state’s population. 
The majority live in urban areas including Cleveland, Columbus, 
Lorain, and Toledo. Ohio’s Asian American community, comprised 
of 265,000 people, account for 2.3% of Ohio’s population and 
has grown 66% since 2000. Nationally, the Asian population is 
about 6% of the population. Asian Americans predominantly live 
in Ohio’s metropolitan areas but are about as likely to live in the 
suburbs as the city core. Ohio’s African American community 
accounts for 13.7% of the state’s population and has increased 
by 15.9% since 2000, compared to 13.8% nationally. The 
majority live in urban areas, including Columbus, Cleveland, and 
Cincinnati.  Approximately half a million Ohioans are foreign-
born, accounting for 4% of Ohio’s population.  

So, where are people living? Unlike other states, which typically 

have one or two major cities, Ohio has three relatively large 
urban areas (Columbus, Cleveland, and Cincinnati) and five small 
to medium sized urban areas (Akron, Canton, Dayton, Toledo, and 
Youngstown). Of these eight cities, only Columbus and Cincinnati 
have population growth, while the other six cities are seeing 
population declines and out-migration of urban area populations 
into adjacent less urbanized areas. This creates an outward 
expansion of the urban areas without population growth.

Currently, Ohio’s most populous counties are Franklin, Cuyahoga, 
Hamilton, Summit, Montgomery, and Lucas.  Counties with the 
highest population growth from 2000 to 2010 were Medina, 
Morrow, Knox, Delaware, Union, Licking, Fairfield, Warren, Butler, 
and Clermont, all counties that are near Columbus, Dayton, or 
Cleveland. The population in these counties grew by more than 
9% and is projected to continue with Delaware County expected 
to grow by an additional 20% by 2020. A county map of Ohio is 
included in the References and Resource section.

NATIONAL OUTDOOR RECREATION TRENDS
National surveys offer insight into outdoor recreation 
participation trends that may be similar to trends in Ohio or assist 
in forecasting potential changes in the future. Since 1998, the 
Outdoor Foundation has published an annual outdoor recreation 
participation report that provides information and data on a 
range of activities and population groups. For the 2017 survey, 
the Outdoor Foundation conducted online interviews with a 
nationwide sample of 24,134 households representative of the 
United States population to determine the most popular outdoor 
activities by participation rate and by frequency of participation 
of those 6 years of age and older (Figure 10).

The survey indicated that the number of Americans participating 
in outdoor recreation has been somewhat consistent with 49.4% 
in 2015, 48.4% in 2015, and 48.8% in 2016. From 2015 to 2016, 
the actual number of outdoor participants in the United States 
increased by 2 million to 144.4 million.

For young adult participants, classified as 18 to 24 years of age, 
the top five activities shifted slightly with hiking and camping 
being more popular than biking and fishing, but running/jogging 
still being the most popular activity with 31% participating. 
Average outings per year for a young adult were higher, with 
96 outings for running/jogging, 86 for biking, and 24 for fishing. 
Skateboarding was ranked fourth with 18 average outings. 
Overall, young adult recreationalists averaged 122 outings per 
year in 2016, nearly double as many as in 2015, and considerably 
higher than the average of 77 outings for any population group.

Based on survey results, the biggest motivator for participating 
in outdoor activities was getting exercise, which correlates 
with running being the most popular activity. Being too busy 
with family responsibilities was the primary reason for not 
participating. 

FIGURE 9: OHIO DEMOGRAPHICS

OHIO POPULATION

2015 11,549,120 
2020 11,574,870 
2025 11,598,670

AGE GROUPS

 ≥ 65 50-65 35-49  20-34  5-19  <5

2015 15.5% 21.0% 18.6% 19.3% 19.5% 6.1% 
2020 17.4% 20.2% 18.0% 19.0% 19.2% 6.1% 
2025 19.4% 18.5% 18.0% 19.1% 18.9% 6.1%
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Other national trends based on surveys and research findings 
are summarized below. Although these trends do not represent 
all activities, they are a glimpse of changes in overall outdoor 
recreation in the United States.

Camping

• Interest in camping is growing, evidenced by an increase 
in active campers from 58% to 61% from 2014 to 2016. 
Campers between 18 and 34 years of age account for 38% 
of active camper households and make up nearly half of 
all new campers in 2016. For those that camp, the primary 
reasons are to spend more time with friends and family, to 
be more physically active, and improve overall emotional 
well-being and health. While camping, outdoor recreation 
activities participated in are shifting to more physical 
activities such as hiking, kayaking, and mountain biking. 

• The interest in recreational vehicles (RVs) is also increasing 
as more millennials have begun to buy RVs.  In 2016, the 
number of new RVs manufactured and shipped hit a 40-year 
high of 430,700 units. Campaigns such as “Go RVing” that 
promote RV ownership and the RV lifestyle are helping to 
drive the market. In 2016, 22 million Americans planned an 
RV trip.

Water-Related Activities

• Nationally, fishing shows continued popularity with 44% 
of new participants being young people between the ages 
of 6 and 17 years of age and 46% being female. In 2016, 
47 million participated in fishing, with approximately 80% 
enjoying freshwater fishing areas.

• Stand-up paddle boarding had the most growth in 
participation from 2013 to 2016, increasing participation 
an average of 18 percent. In 2016, 3.2 million Americans 
engaged in stand-up paddle boarding.

• From 2011 to 2015, boat sales grew an average of about 
5%, with the largest increases in personal hand-powered 
watercraft and pontoon boat sales, 16% and 12%, 
respectively.

Winter Sports

• Skiers and snowboarders are choosing backcountry areas 
in national and state parks to enjoy fresh snow and scenic 
views without the need to purchase a lift ticket.

Technology & Marketing

• Other societal trends can impact recreation, such as 95% of 
Americans over 18 years of age have a cellphone of some 
kind and 77% have smartphones, up from 55% in 2014. The 
increased availability and use of technology can impact the 
way people receive information, how they plan outings, and 
what their expectations are in regards to wi-fi accessibility 
while engaged in recreation. 

• The American Recreation Coalition’s Outdoor Recreation 
Outlook for 2018 noted the trend towards park visitors 
utilizing on-line planning information and reservations, with 
an increase of 38% of users from 2015 to 2016 and 22% 
from 2016 to 2017 on the national Recreation.gov website. 
Mobile applications on smart phones, watches, and tablets 
(apps) have become increasingly more popular and assist 
people plan and track hikes, select and book campsites, and 
purchase fishing licenses.  Many of the apps also create 
a social network for sharing photos and experiences with 
other outdoor enthusiasts. 

• National outdoor recreation promotional campaigns have 
also generated interest in outdoor recreation, such as 
the National Park Foundation “Find Your Park” campaign 
promoting the National Parks and the Recreational Boating 

FIGURE 10: OUTDOOR FOUNDATION 2017 SURVEY

MOST POPULAR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
BY PARTICIPATION RATE

1. RUNNING, JOGGING, AND TRAIL RUNNING 
 18% (52.3 MILLION PARTICIPANTS)

2. FRESHWATER, SALTWATER, AND FLY FISHING 
 16% (47.2 MILLION PARTICIPANTS)

3. ROAD BIKING, MOUNTAIN BIKING, AND BMX 
 15% (45.8 MILLION PARTICIPANTS)

4. HIKING 
 14% (42.1 MILLION PARTICIPANTS)

5. CAR, BACKYARD, BACKPACKING, AND RV CAMPING 
 14% (40.5 MILLION PARTICIPANTS)

FAVORITE OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
BY FREQUENCY OF PARTICIPATION

1. RUNNING, JOGGING, AND TRAIL RUNNING 
 82 AVERAGE OUTINGS/RUNNER

2. ROAD, MOUNTAIN AND BMX BIKING 
 53 AVERAGE OUTINGS/CYCLIST

3. FRESHWATER, SALTWATER, AND FLY FISHING 
 19 AVERAGE OUTINGS/ANGLER

4. CAR, BACKYARD, BACKPACKING, AND RV CAMPING 
 13 AVERAGE OUTINGS/CAMPER

5. HIKING 
 15 OUTINGS/HIKER
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and Fishing Foundation “Vamos A Pescar” (Let’s Go Fishing) 
outreach campaign to engage families in high-density 
Hispanic communities. 

Demographic

• National participation rates among diverse groups show 
a slight growth trend over the last five years with 48% of 
Hispanic Americans, 33% of African Americans, and 51% of 
Asian Americans participating in an outdoor activity in 2016.

• Hispanic Americans and African Americans averaged 88 
outings per participant per year in comparison to 77 outings 
for White and Asian Americans in 2016.

Visitation/Participation

• A National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) study 
found that a major determinant for the number of visits 
a person takes to their local park and recreation areas is 
whether they can travel safely. Survey respondents who felt 
unsafe walking to their local parks visited 40% less than 
those who did feel safe walking to their local parks. The 
study also found that a lack of awareness and information 
regarding park locations, offerings, and programs led to less 
participation. 

• The NRPA study found that on average, Americans visit their 
local park and recreation facilities about 29 times a year. 
Millennials and parents are the most frequent park users.

Economic

• The Outdoor Industry Association’s report illustrated 
America’s passion for outdoor recreation by showing that 
Americans spend more on trail gear ($20 billion) than home 
entertainment ($18 billion), more on water sports gear 
($14 billion) than on movie tickets ($11 billion) and more 
on cycling and skateboarding ($97 billion) than on video 
games ($61 billion). More Americans participate in outdoor 
recreation (144 million) than attend NFL, NBA, MLB and NHL 
games combined (134 million).

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
During the development of the SCORP document, opportunities 
were provided for the public to participate in the planning 
process. To maximize public participation, the on-line survey was 
marketed extensively via social media outlets, press releases, 
newspaper articles, website links, fliers, and recreation and 
tourism e-newsletters. The planning process also provided for 
public comment through small focus groups of demographic 
populations underrepresented in the survey and in communities 
of low response rate. Lastly, after the draft SCORP document was 
approved by NPS, the public was invited to comment via ODNR’s 
website. 

ON-LINE PUBLIC SURVEY

To understand recreational behaviors and gather opinions 
on outdoor recreation facilities, a public on-line survey was 
conducted for five weeks from February 8 to March 15, 2017. The 
survey provided an opportunity for Ohio residents to comment 
and have their opinions included in the plan’s development. The 
survey focused on public lands in Ohio, including local, community, 
state and national parks, state wildlife areas, state and national 
forest areas, and state nature preserves. The survey asked for 
respondents to consider and include all outdoor recreational 
activities that they and/or anyone in their household had engaged 
in during the 2016 calendar year on public lands in Ohio.

Throughout the five weeks that the public online survey was 
available, staff evaluated the response rate throughout the state 
and based on areas where response rates were low, additional 
outreach efforts were made via contacts, news outlets, tv and 
radio stations, and social media. Survey takers were offered the 
opportunity to take the survey in an alternative language, but no 
requests were received.

Ohioans responded from all 88 counties of the state with 
5,059 completed surveys that were then compiled, analyzed, 
and summarized by Ohio University’s (OU) Voinovich School 
of Leadership and Public Affairs.  The respondents were split 
almost equally between female and male, similar to the state’s 
demographics of 51% female and 49% male. The highest number 
of survey responses were in the 45 to 54-year-old and 55 to 
64-year-old age brackets, 22.4% and 27.8%, respectfully. The 
younger age groups of 25-34 and 35-44 represented 13% and 
18% of respondents, respectively, and those 65 and older were 
15.1% of the survey respondents. An under-represented group 
was possibly those under 18 years of age, however 29.4% of 
survey respondents represented households with children and 
they were asked to consider and respond for all those who lived 
in the household when completing the survey. The number of 
respondents with children was slightly higher at 29.4%, than the 
27.1% state census.

As Ohio is a diverse state not only in demographics but in 
geography and available recreational facilities, OU’s report 
includes a county-based summary of the activities Ohioans 
participated in, what recreational facilities they would like to 
see more of in their community, and what types of facilities need 
rehabilitation. To evaluate potential recreational differences in 
rural and urban areas of the state, OU analyzed the responses 
by zip code and found that the results were not statistically 
significant. The survey offered an opportunity for open-ended 
comments, of which 767 were received and sorted into 10 major 
categories.

OU’s complete report and the public survey instrument are 
included in Appendix A. 
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Statewide Public Survey Findings

Ohioans enjoyed a wide range of outdoor recreational 
opportunities with trail activities being the most popular with 
97.5% of households utilizing Ohio’s trails. Other popular 
activities were scenic driving, bicycling, touring historic/heritage 
sites and farms, and swimming. More passive outdoor activities 
including picnicking, birdwatching, nature photography, night sky 
viewing, and attending outdoor festivals, concerts and plays also 
ranked in the top 15 of the 87 surveyed activities (Figure 11).

Asked why they engaged in outdoor recreation, Ohioans 
responded as follows:

Fun and entertainment 32%

Share time with family and friends 28%

Experience nature, quiet time and serenity 19%

Health, wellness and fitness 18%

New challenge/event 2%

Social media club/meet-up 1%

For those who indicated interest in outdoor activities, but 
did not participate, they were asked what their primary 
reason was for not participating. They responded as follows:

Too busy with other responsibilities 45% 

Facilities too far away 9%

Do not have information on where 
facilities are located 8%

No facilities available 7%

Do not own or have access to equipment 6%

Health issues 6%

No one to go with 6%

The activity or equipment is too costly 6%

Do not have the skills 5%

Facilities seem poorly maintained 
and/or seem unsafe 2%

Facilities not ADA-accessible <1%

Trails

Trail-related activities had the highest participation rates of any 
outdoor recreation activity for all levels of frequencies, whether 
a few times a year (1 to 11 times a year), monthly (12 to 49 times 
a year), or weekly (50 or more times a year). Walking and hiking 
on trails was highly popular with Ohioans with 90% walking or 
hiking on a natural surface trail, 80% on a paved trail, and 79% 
on a finely crushed stone trail a few times a year. Depending 
on trail surface, 29 to 31% of Ohioans walked or hiked monthly 
and 15 to 25% participated weekly, with natural surface trails 
having the highest level of participation. The survey responses 

were comparable to the 2013 SCORP survey that found 83% of 
Ohioans used a trail for hiking, walking, or jogging a few times a 
year. 

Bicycling was popular with 55% of households using paved trails 
a few times a year, slightly higher than 54% in 2013. Twenty-
five percent of respondents indicated they bicycled on a trail as 
a means of transportation a few times a year, an increase from 
13% in 2013 and 15% in 2008. Noteworthy is that mountain 
biking and horseback riding had increases of 10% to 19%, and 
5% to 19%, respectively.

Water-Based Activities

Boating and swimming activities are popular with Ohioans. 
Canoeing and kayaking in a stream, river, lake, or pond was 
the most popular boating activity with approximately 44% 
of respondents participating a few times during the year and 
17% participating monthly. Canoeing and kayaking exhibited 
the highest level of interest without participation, indicating a 
desire but lack of time, skill, and/or equipment. Not surprisingly, 
canoes and kayaks were the most requested item to be rented 
for a nominal fee in response to a survey question regarding 
rental equipment. In 2013, canoeing or kayaking on a stream, 
river, or water trail was popular with 37% of survey respondents 
participating at least a few times a year. This is similar to the 
national trend which shows continued growth in kayaking and 
canoeing. Over 30% of kayakers and canoeists responded they 
enjoy the sport to experience nature, quiet time, and serenity. 

The interest in paddle boarding and stand-up paddle boarding 
(SUP) grew from 4% to 10% participation from the 2013 to 2018 
SCORP surveys. Nationally, paddle boarding was the top growth 
activity for the most recent years studied, increasing an average 
of 26% from 2012 to 2015. Along with the growth in paddling, 

82% OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS STATED RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THEIR ENJOYMENT 
OF OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
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related activities are emerging such as SUP yoga, paddle board 
fitness, and paddle board fishing.

Swimming is popular with Ohioans using facilities such as an 
outdoor pool (29%), lake, pond, or river (28%), or outdoor pool 
complex with lazy river, wave pool or similar features (25%). 
Splash pads and spray pads grew in popularity from 16% to 19% 
since the 2013 SCORP survey.  

Wildlife Activities

The top three wildlife activities were wildlife viewing, nature 
photography, and bird watching, with more than 47% enjoying 
wildlife activities to experience nature, quiet time and serenity. 
Shore fishing ranked higher than fishing from a pier, ADA 
accessible site, or from a motorized or nonmotorized boat. 
All methods of fishing showed high levels of interest without 
participation, with 17% desiring to fish from a nonmotorized boat 
or kayak and 15% from a motorized boat. The survey results were 
similar to the 2013 SCORP survey. 

Camping Activities

The highest overall participation was for camping with a tent or 
pop-up trailer in a developed (32%) or undeveloped campground 
(30%). Backcountry primitive camping increased from 18% 

to 23% since 2013 and equestrian camping increased from 
9% to 12%. Respondents indicated the primary reason they 
camped was to share time with family and/or friends, except for 
backcountry campers that indicated they did so to experience 
nature, quiet time, and serenity. 

About 3% of respondents indicated they had camped in a yurt, 
pre-set up tent or similar structure, 4% in a designated boat 
camping area, and 2% in an ADA accessible camping site. There 
was a high level of interest without participation in all types of 
camping facilities. 

Other Outdoor Activities

Non-team sports, including archery, target/skeet/shooting sports, 
climbing and rappelling, geocaching, and orienteering had higher 
responses for participation than traditional team-oriented sports 
such as football, volleyball, and baseball.  Golfing continued to 
decline from the 46% of Ohio households golfing a few times 
a year in the 2008 SCORP survey to 21% in 2013 and further 
declining to 19% in the current survey. (Figure 13)

Several outdoor recreational activities showed increased and 
decreased participation from the 2013 SCORP as shown in Figure 
12.

FIGURE 11: TOP 15 OUTDOOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES BY PARTICIPATION
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New Activities

Several activities were surveyed for the first time and the 
percentage of households which participated at least a few times 
a year are shown in Figure 14. Approximately half of respondents 
indicated they participated in night sky viewing and outdoor 
festivals, concerts, and plays. Event-style recreation such as 
festivals, concerts, plays, winter festivals, and outdoor movies 
are popular with Ohioans.

The survey provided an opportunity for respondents to list 
outdoor recreational activities not listed in the survey. Free 
responses included the following variety of activities:

• Foraging for plants, fungi, and antlers,

• Snoga (yoga in snow),

• Skijoring (skiing while being pulled by a horse or dog),

• Broomball (ice hockey style game with sticks),

• Spikeball (modified volleyball with a trampoline-like net),

• Hammocking (temporary hammocks set up in parks),

• Nighttime canoeing,

• Drones/remote control craft, and

• Slacklining (balancing on a flat webbing suspended between 
trees or poles with some slack).

What People Want
The survey drilled down to specifics to get an assessment of 
people’s perspective of the supply of existing recreation areas 
and facilities on public lands in their communities. The survey 
asked if specific outdoor recreational facilities were adequate 
in number, adequate in number but needed rehabilitated, or 
there was a need for more facilities. The survey did not evaluate 
supply and demand on private lands, school district properties, 
or on properties owned by commercial recreational entities, 
organizations, or clubs. As shown in Figure 15, Ohioans want 
more trails – natural surface trails, water trails, paved trails, 
mountain biking trails, and equestrian trails. Ohioans also want 

FIGURE 12: OUTDOOR RECREATION PARTICIPATION CHANGES FROM 2013 TO 2018
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more canoe and kayak access facilities, wildlife and birding 
areas, undeveloped and developed campgrounds, and outdoor 
pools.

Based on the highest number of responses, 0hioans are most 
satisfied with the quantity of picnic shelters, scenic drives, 

playgrounds, and historic/heritage sites and farms, however, 
picnic shelters and playgrounds ranked in the top five facilities 
needing improvement or rehabilitation. Ohioans also prioritized 
developed campgrounds, natural surface trails, and finely crushed 
stone trails for updating and rehabilitation. In the free response 
section, 47 survey takers (9%) noted horse campgrounds need 

to be expanded and/or 
improved with electricity.  

Interestingly, Ohioans in 
the most urban populated 
counties of Franklin, 
Cuyahoga, and Hamilton, 
surrounding the cities of 
Columbus, Cleveland, and 
Cincinnati, respectively, 
ranked natural surface 
trails, paddling access and 
facilities, and primitive 
campgrounds within the 
top five facilities that they 
want more of on Ohio public 
lands. 

Funding Priorities

To determine funding 
priorities, Ohioans were 
asked where they would 

prefer funding dollars were used. The survey asked them to 
prioritize eight general categories for funding opportunities 
(Figure 16), with the ranking 1 to 8 representing highest to lowest 
priority. Acquiring land for preservation of habitat was ranked 
first or second by 47% of respondents. Rehabilitating/updating 
existing park facilities and expanding the trail network ranked 
second and third. 

In the 2013 SCORP, maintaining existing facilities was ranked 
first, developing additional facilities at existing parks second, 
and acquiring land for passive, quiet nature based recreation 
opportunities was ranked third.  In the 2008 SCORP, the same 
three priorities were selected with maintenance ranking first, 
land acquisition second, and development of additional facilities 
third.

Figure 17 is a listing of all surveyed outdoor recreation activities 
and the percentage of Ohioans participating at any level of 
frequency. 

FOCUS GROUPS

Five focus group meetings were held throughout the state to 
collect information in areas with low response rates to the survey 
and from demographic populations that were underrepresented 
(Figure 18). The Advisory Council assisted in reaching out to local 

FIGURE 13: OUTDOOR RECREATION PARTICIPATION CHANGES FROM 2008 TO 2018
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FIGURE 15: TOP OUTDOOR RECREATION AREA AND FACILITY NEEDS

Funding Priority Rank

Acquire land for preservation of habitat, wetlands, forests, rivers and lakes 1

Rehabilitate and upgrade existing park facilities 2

Expand trail network with a focus on developing longer distance trails 3

Develop more loop trails 4

Develop active, multi-use parks 5

Offer basic outdoor recreation skill development programs and events 6

Acquire land for park development 7

Integrate technology 8

FIGURE 16: FUNDING AND CONSERVATION PRIORITY RANKING
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OUTDOOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES ....................... PARTICIPATION

Archery ............................................................................................................13%
ATV/UTV riding ...............................................................................................10%
Backpacking on natural surface trail .........................................................25%
Baseball/Softball ............................................................................................10%
Basketball........................................................................................................11%
Bicycling on a finely crushed stone trail ...................................................35%
Bicycling on a paved trail .............................................................................55%
Bicycling on a trail for transportation ........................................................25%
Birdwatching ..................................................................................................50%
Camping in a designated boat camping area .............................................4%
Camping in a RV in developed campground .............................................18%
Camping in a tent/pop-up camper in 
developed campground ................................................................................32%
Camping in a tent/pop-up camper in 
undeveloped campground............................................................................30%
Camping in a yurt, pre-set up tent .................................................................3%
Camping in an ADA accessible site ..............................................................2%
Camping in the backcountry ........................................................................23%
Camping - Equestrian ....................................................................................12%
Camping - Group/Event .................................................................................23%
Camping - Winter .............................................................................................9%
Canoeing/kayaking in a lake or pond .........................................................39%
Canoeing/kayaking in a stream, river, water trail .....................................44%
Canoeing/kayaking in Lake Erie.....................................................................9%
Canoeing/kayaking utilizing ADA-accessible launch sites ......................8%
Climbing/Rappelling on a constructed outdoor wall or facility ................7%
Climbing/Rappelling/Bouldering on natural surfaces ................................8%
Dirt biking/Off road motorcycles on a trail ..................................................6%
Disc golf/ Ultimate Frisbee ...........................................................................13%
Dog park ..........................................................................................................22%
Fishing from a motorized boat......................................................................21%
Fishing from a nonmotorized boat/kayak ...................................................16%
Fishing from a pier or ADA-accessible site ...............................................15%
Fishing from the shore...................................................................................37%
Fitness area outdoors with equipment .......................................................14%
Fitness trail with exercise/equipment stations .........................................11%
Football ..............................................................................................................6%
Geocaching/Orienteering .............................................................................12%
Golf - 9 hole or 18-hole ..................................................................................19%
Golf - Driving range........................................................................................16%
Horseback Riding  ..........................................................................................20%
Horseshoes, bocce, bag toss.......................................................................17%
Hunting.............................................................................................................19%
Ice Fishing .........................................................................................................5%
Ice Skating ........................................................................................................9%

OUTDOOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES ....................... PARTICIPATION

Jet Skiing ...........................................................................................................7%
Kite Flying ........................................................................................................13%
Lacrosse/Rugby................................................................................................1%
Mountain biking on a trail .............................................................................19%
Nature photography ......................................................................................49%
Night sky viewing ...........................................................................................49%
Outdoor festival, concert, play.....................................................................54%
Outdoor movie ................................................................................................14%
Paddle boarding/Stand up paddle boarding .............................................10%
Pickleball ...........................................................................................................2%
Picnicking - No shelter..................................................................................60%
Picnicking - Shelter .......................................................................................57%
Playgrounds ....................................................................................................38%
Pontoon boating .............................................................................................14%
Powerboating/Waterskiing ..........................................................................15%
Sailing ................................................................................................................4%
Scenic driving .................................................................................................72%
Skate park/Skateboarding ..............................................................................4%
Skiing - Cross country .....................................................................................8%
Skiing - Downhill ..............................................................................................8%
Sledding/Tubing ..............................................................................................19%
Snowboarding ..................................................................................................4%
Snowmobiling ...................................................................................................2%
Snowshoeing ....................................................................................................5%
Soccer..............................................................................................................10%
Splash pad/Spray park ..................................................................................19%
Swimming in a lake, pond, river...................................................................51%
Swimming in an outdoor pool ......................................................................48%
Swimming in an outdoor pool complex with 
lazy river, wave pool ......................................................................................24%
Target/Skeet/ Shooting sports .....................................................................16%
Technology-driven recreation/smart phone apps and games ...............12%
Tennis .................................................................................................................8%
Touring historic/heritage sites/farms .........................................................66%
Trail jogging/running on a finely crushed stone trail ...............................22%
Trail jogging/running on a natural surface trail ........................................24%
Trail jogging/running on a paved trail .........................................................26%
Tree climbing ..................................................................................................11%
Volleyball ...........................................................................................................9%
Walking on paved trail ..................................................................................79%
Walking/Hiking - finely crushed stone trail ...............................................79%
Walking/Hiking - natural surface trail ........................................................90%
Wildlife viewing ..............................................................................................70%
Winter festival ................................................................................................13%
Yoga/Tai chi/Meditation ................................................................................10%

FIGURE 17: OUTDOOR RECREATION PARTICIPATION
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park districts, municipalities, townships, and organizations to 
invite representatives to discuss outdoor recreation trends and 
needs in their communities.

The focus groups in the northwest and southeast were areas 
of low survey responses and provided an opportunity for over 
200 invited representatives from townships, municipalities, 
park departments, and park districts to have input into the plan. 
The northwest meeting was held at a public library in Paulding 
County and the southeast meeting was held at the popular 
Lake Hope State Park. Two members of the public attended the 
southeast meeting.  

The northeast and southwest groups were focused on 
demographically diverse populations. The Youngstown meeting 
was held to capture urban populations but was also chosen as 
an area of lower urban responses than other northeast cities. 
In the southwest, the Dayton meeting was held at Five Rivers 
Metroparks Recreational Center and the public was invited with 
two attending.

The central group focused on immigrant populations as the 
Columbus area has one of the largest growing immigrant 
populations in the United States.  The invitees included 
representatives of several immigration services and social 
services organizations and area parks and recreation departments 
that are experiencing high levels of immigration populations.

Overall the focus group responses correlated to the SCORP 
survey. Popular outdoor recreational activities in all areas were 
walking, jogging, bicycling, picnicking, kayaking, camping, 
fishing, and boating. In specific areas, basketball, soccer, cricket, 
mountain biking, backpacking, and ATV use were popular. 

The focus groups discussed observed trends in their areas and 
are summarized below:

• Increased participation in paddling and requests for water 
access and launching facilities,

• Increased use and demand for trails, and more variety of 
trail uses such as for special events, non-traditional running 
and endurance races, meet-up groups, and commuting,

• Trails are being utilized year-round and at all times of the 
day,

• As more disc golf and Frisbee golf courses are being 
built, use is increasing and leagues and competitions are 
developing,

• Increase in requests for larger picnic shelters, open areas, 
and larger cabins to accommodate larger families and 
groups,

• More demand for campgrounds with full hook-ups and an 
increase in the size of RVs,

• Increase in low-impact activities such as pickleball, 
cornhole, and yoga, and

• Development and use of multi-use courts, such as tennis 
courts also being used for deck hockey and pickleball.

One focus group attendee described the increase in paddling as 
“an explosion” of people recreating with kayaks, canoes, and 
paddleboards. Another attendee noted that park boat ramps are 
being over-utilized on the weekends due to increased numbers of 
kayakers and stand-up paddleboarders using the ramps to launch.

The five focus groups identified the following priorities for 
outdoor recreation funding:

• Public Library in Paulding, Paulding County, Northwest Ohio.

• Mill Creek Metropark Visitor Center in Youngstown, Mahoning 
County, Northeast Ohio.

• ODNR headquarters in Columbus, Franklin County, Central Ohio.

• Five Rivers Metropark Recreational Center in Dayton, Montgomery 
County, Southwest Ohio.

• Lake Hope State Park in Pike County, Southeast Ohio.

FIGURE 18: FOCUS GROUP MEETING LOCATIONS
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• Develop more trails, complete existing trails, and connect 
trails to build long-distance trails.

• Improve trail access, information, awareness, signage, 
lighting, parking areas, trailheads, restrooms, and safety 
features.

• Provide more facilities and access for paddle sports.

• Rehabilitate, update, and improve existing outdoor 
recreation facilities and integrate technology and safety 
enhancements.

• Acquire land for habitat preservation, nature enjoyment, 
and passive recreational activities such as birdwatching and 
hiking.

The focus groups discussed reasons why they felt people in their 
communities were not engaged more in outdoor recreation. In 
their opinion, the biggest challenges were a lack of time because 
of responsibilities and obligations, competing with “screen time” 
on cell phones and tablets, and a lack of access and awareness 
of local parks and recreational facilities.

A summary of the focus group meetings is in Appendix B

Focus Group in Youngstown, northeast Ohio, with representatives from the 
Mill Creek Metroparks, City of Youngstown Parks Department, Youngstown 
State University, City of Warren, Youngstown Foundation, Eastgate Regional 
Council of Governments, County Tourism Bureau, Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Neighborhood Development Corporation, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and Youngstown CityScape.
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STATEWIDE ISSUES
Outdoor recreation is important to Ohioans and local, state, 
and federal governmental agencies have made significant 
investments in parks and recreational facilities that provide 
social, health, economic, and environmental benefits. However, 
there are key statewide issues that are likely to impact outdoor 
recreation participation in the future.

• Demographic Shifts 

Ohio’s population has remained stable since 2000 and is 
not expected to increase significantly over the next decade 
or more. Compared to the national population growth of 
14.2% since 2000, Ohio’s 2.3% population growth is modest. 
However, Ohio’s population is becoming more racially and 
ethnically diverse. The minority population increased 30% 
since 2000 and comprises 20% of Ohio’s population. African-
Americans currently represent 12% of the population, an 
increase of 16% since 2000, Hispanic-Americans represent 
3%, a growth of 89% since 2000, and Asian-Americans 
2% of Ohio’s population, a 74% growth since 2000. The 
immigrant population is increasing and accounts for 4% of 
Ohio’s population, a 42% increase since 2000. 

Ohio’s population is aging with one in four Ohioans expected 
to be 65 years or older by 2030. Currently, the 65 and older 
age group represents 15.5% of Ohio’s population and by 
2020, it’s forecasted to be 17.4% and by 2025, 19.4%. 

Population shifts are also occurring in Ohio’s major 
cities. Franklin County (Columbus) is now estimated to 
be Ohio’s most populated county, surpassing Cuyahoga 
County (Cleveland) for the first time.  In 1970, Cuyahoga 
County had 1.7 million residents, twice Franklin County’s 
population.  Today, the population estimate for both counties 
is 1.2 million. However, as urban sprawl has spread into 
surrounding counties, the population for the Greater 
Cleveland/Akron area, including the seven surrounding 
counties, has been relatively stable. Cincinnati’s Hamilton 
County has experienced a similar decline in population, 
while surrounding counties have increased 7.5% to 8.7% 
since 2010. From 2010 to 2025, the largest of the state’s 
estimated gains in population are expected in the counties 
surrounding Franklin County. 

• Continuing Urbanization/Natural Resource Protection

As Ohio’s population has spread out into the surrounding 
counties from the historic city cores, the built environment 
has increased and urban sprawl has spread to areas with 
headwater streams, wetlands, floodplains, and forests.  With 
increased urbanization, naturally occurring events such as 
heavy rainstorms have had an increasing impact on drainage 
ways causing widespread erosion and flooding. Urbanization 

as well as Ohio’s international seaports and highway 
network has provided entry and establishment opportunities 
for invasive species, which are negatively impacting natural 
areas.  Without natural controls, non-native invasive plant 
species can quickly spread, creating monocultures and 
reducing biodiversity and habitat quality. Invasive terrestrial 
plants, such as Japanese honeysuckle, purple loosestrife, 
and garlic mustard, can cause extensive damage to natural 
areas by displacing native plants and impacting wildlife that 
rely on native plant communities for food and shelter. 

The economic cost of invasive species management is high. 
For example, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has spent 
over $27 million on controlling the emerald ash borer, a 
destructive wood-boring pest native to China, Japan, and 
Taiwan and unknown in the U.S. until 2002 and identified in 
Ohio in 2003.  Approximately one in ten trees in Ohio is an 
ash, creating a significant financial and ecological loss to 
Ohio hardwood forests. It is estimated that the loss of native 
ash from Ohio’s forest industry is $2 billion, which does not 
include the costs to local and state parks, municipalities, or 
wildlife areas.

Other invasive species such as Gypsy moths and Asian 
longhorn beetles are also significantly impacting Ohio forests 
and parks and aquatic invasive species, including zebra 
mussels, bighead and silver carp, are negatively changing 
the dynamics of Ohio waterways and lakes. 

• Sustainable Funding

Securing funding for ongoing maintenance and operation of 
existing outdoor recreation facilities is a challenge for many 
agencies. Funding for operations and maintenance does not 
generate the interest and excitement of new projects, but 
it is an ongoing and increasing need. At every focus group, 
funding for rehabilitating, updating, and improving existing 
facilities and associated infrastructure (access, utilities, and 
roadways) was a priority. Funding is needed to keep existing 
structures accessible and relevant to users. 

In Ohio, bond issues and grants have created funding for 
land acquisition and park development, but project costs 
often far exceed the available funding, putting a strain 
on budgets to provide new amenities as well as maintain 
existing facilities.

In the SCORP public survey, rehabilitation and upgrading 
existing park facilities ranked second with Ohioans as a 
priority for funding. In the free response section of the 
survey, several comments focused on rehabilitation and 
improvement of existing facilities: such as “maintain and 
improve existing parks” and “fix horse trails.”



48

Examples of Invasive Species in Ohio
Sea Lamprey is an eel-like fish with smooth, scaleless skin 
that feeds on other fish. Native to the Atlantic Ocean, sea 
lampreys have contributed to the decline of lake trout and 
whitefish in Lake Erie. 

Feral Swine, or also known as feral hog, feral pig, or piney 
woods rooter, causes significant damage to natural areas 
by their destructive digging habits (“rooting”) and by 
wallowing in muddy areas and impacting water quality.

 
Asian Longhorned Beetle infests maple, buckeye, 
and horsechestnut trees, eventually killing the tree by 
disrupting the flow of water and nutrients.

Reed Canary Grass is a large coarse grass reaching 
up to five feet in height and spreads aggressively by 
underground stems. The grass creates monocultures, 
taking over wetlands and stream banks.
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• Technology

Technology has continued to impact how people 
communicate, where they shop, and how they plan their 
weekends.  Continually improving technology provides 
opportunities to develop accessible information on outdoor 
recreation opportunities, events, and facilities but also 
creates challenges in engaging people in outdoor recreation 
as “screen time” continues to increase and more time 
is spent with computers, tablets, smart phones, and 
televisions.  In the United States, it is estimated Americans 
spend 87 hours per month browsing on a smartphone.  On 
a positive note, smartphone applications such as trail 
applications can inform recreationalists of possible routes 
and distances, bird identification applications can help 
build a passion for finding the next species, and fitness 
applications can track mileage and workouts. In addition, 
many social media platforms encourage users to share 
photos of park experiences or contribute to citizen science 
with wildlife sightings. As technology continues to evolve, 
the challenge to connect people to the outdoors will likely 
continue, but there will also be new ways to inform and 
engage people about outdoor recreation opportunities. 

• Health/Wellness

Changes in society have brought about a variety of health 
challenges, such as being less physically active and more 
overweight and being constantly “plugged in” via technology 
but disconnected from the natural world. Even with a 
wealth of healthcare resources, Ohioans health has steadily 
declined over the past few decades.  Ohio’s 2016 State 
Health Assessment reported that chronic diseases including 
obesity, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and cancer are 
significant concerns. Obesity and hypertension affect one-
third of Ohioans, especially middle-aged Ohioans, indicating 
a significant challenge for Ohio’s aging population in the 
coming years. 

Ohio faces many behavioral health challenges, including 
addictions to opiates and nicotine, poor nutrition, and 
physical inactivity. Often, these behaviors are developed 
early in life, so that efforts to improve the well-being of 
Ohioans need to not only consider programs for the aging 
population, but also strategies to improve health-related 
behaviors at every stage of life.

Among the many metrics the Ohio Department of Health 
evaluates is access to exercise opportunities, which includes 
determining the percent of individuals who live reasonably 
close to a location of physical activity, defined as a park 
within one-half mile, or a recreational facility (YMCAs, 
community centers, dance studios, and pools) within one 
mile in urban areas, or within three miles in rural areas. 

From 2010 to 2013, there was an increase from 78% to 83% 
of Ohioans having access to exercise opportunities, but 
from 2013 to 2014, there was no improvement. The national 
average for such access is 84%.
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OUTDOOR RECREATION PRIORITIES AND 
STRATEGIES

One of the requirements of the SCORP is to identify the State’s 
outdoor recreation priorities and strategic actions for the next 
five-year planning period. Based on the information and data 
collected and presented in this report, the State has five outdoor 
recreation priorities, in no order of importance:

• Advance the Trail Network

• Improve, Enhance, and Adapt Existing Recreational Facilities

• Emphasize Recreational Opportunities and Access to Ohio’s 
Waters

• Improve Awareness and Access to Outdoor Recreation 
Opportunities

• Protect and Sustain the Natural Environment

PRIORITY: ADVANCE THE TRAIL NETWORK

Ohioans want more trails. In the public survey, the highest ranked 
recreational facility that Ohioans want “more of” was natural 
surface trails. Paved, multi-use trails ranked fourth, finely-crushed 

Ohio Trails Partnership
The Ohio Trails Partnership (OST) is an 
innovative user group working together 
on non-motorized land and water 
trails in Ohio.  The group includes 
the Rails-To-Trails Conservancy, Ohio 
Horseman’s Council, Buckeye Trail 
Association, Central Ohio Mountain 
Bike Organization, International 
Mountain Bicycling Association, 
National Park Service Rivers, Trails 
& Conservation Assistance, Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, 
U.S. Forest Service, Ohio Parks & 
Recreation Association, and Ohio 
Travel Association.  The Partnership 
collaborates on improving the quality, 
quantity, safety, and sustainability of 
Ohio’s trails through education and 
advocacy.
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trails ranked sixth, mountain biking trails ranked seventh, and 
equestrian trails ranked ninth out of 48 listed recreational 
facilities that Ohioans want more of on public lands. In all the 
focus groups, participants reported increased trail use in their 
communities for walking, jogging, hiking, and bicycling and 
were also noticing an increase in trail use for running and health 
events, walking and running groups and meet-ups, non-traditional 
endurance races such as mud runs and ninja-type courses, and 
for commuting. The SCORP survey found 97.5% of Ohioans utilize 
trail facilities.

Over the years, a substantial trail network has developed in Ohio 
with popular trails, such as the 85-mile Ohio & Erie Towpath 
Trail in the northeast, the 78-mile Little Miami Scenic Trail in 
the southwest, the 63-mile Wabash Cannonball Trail in the 
northwest, and the statewide 1,444-mile Buckeye Trail, forming 
main spine trails. Many of these trails extend through multiple 
communities and counties and provide close-to-home recreational 
opportunities. However, the focus groups identified completing 
the major trail routes as a pressing need. Many trail systems 
have gaps and unconnected or unfinished sections. Trails are 
incomplete for a variety of reasons, including land ownership 
issues, difficult terrain, expensive infrastructure, and high costs 
of acquisition, especially in or near large city centers. Completing 
theses trails would improve connectivity, enhance recreational 
experiences, increase access, and create more commuting 
opportunities.

Another element that is needed to advance Ohio’s trail network 
is the development of connections between the main trails and 
other trails as well as to neighborhoods, city centers, parks, 
historic sites, schools, shopping hubs, businesses, and other 
community assets. The closer trails are to people, the more 
they will be utilized for recreation, health and wellness, social 
activities, and commuting. 

When planning for new, expanded, or rehabbing trails, options for 
trails suitable for mountain biking and equestrian riding should 
be part of the discussion. In Ohio, mountain biking has increased 
from 10% to 19% and horseback riding from 14% to 20% in 
the last five years. Although a lesser percentage of Ohioans 
participate in dirt-biking riding (6%) and ATV/UTV riding (10%), 
these activities are popular and riding opportunities are limited in 
many areas of the state. 

Ohioans also want more trail access points with adequate parking 
and amenities such as trail information (i.e., signage, maps, 
kiosks), restrooms, water, bicycle tire/pump stations, benches, 
picnic tables, and other features. The presence of trail amenities 
can create a social gathering place for recreational users and 
create a sense of place. Interestingly, recreational providers and 
the focus groups were seeing an increase in trail use throughout 
the year and during non-traditional hours, such as late evenings 
and early mornings. 

With the high level of interest and use, it is important to recognize 
that there are costs to maintaining, updating, and developing 
trails. Focus group members noted that some trails are crowded 
and over-utilized and others have declining use because they 
need maintenance or rehabilitation. More effective strategies are 
needed to help communicate the economic benefits of trails for 
financial, political, and citizen support. 

As the trail network grows, improving awareness of trail 
opportunities is essential to assist users in selecting and finding 
trails suitable for their abilities. 

Strategies & Actions:

• Prioritize trail projects that fill trail gaps and complete long-
distance trails.

• Prioritize projects that build connections with main spine 
trails, between trail systems, improve access to existing 
trails, and create connections to neighborhoods, parks, 
schools, and other community assets.

• Develop an updated statewide trail plan to provide a 
statewide perspective and vision. The last trail plan was 
completed by ODNR in April 2005 and has helped guide the 
development and expansion of recreational trails throughout 
Ohio. As trails have continued to increase in popularity 
and importance, maintaining a strategic approach to trail 
development will be important.

• Once the statewide trail plan is completed, prioritize trails 
that are identified in the trail plan and are part of a public 
and collaborative planning effort to ensure trails are meeting 
the needs of Ohioans.

• Evaluate the appropriate type of trail surface, whether 
natural surface, finely crushed gravel, or paved, and trail 
amenities for sustainable design, use, and experience. 
Sustainable trail design and construction will be increasingly 
important as the state continues to balance use and 
conservation of natural resources.  Well-designed and 
constructed trails can also reduce costs of upkeep and 
maintenance.  As noted earlier, Ohioans ranked natural 
surface trails as the highest ranked recreational facility they 
want more of on Ohio public lands.

• Trail development projects should, if appropriate, include trail 
amenities, such as access points, drinking water, adequate 
parking, restrooms, signage, trail route information, 
bicycle repair stations, benches, picnic tables, and similar 
improvements that are in context with the sensitivity of the 
surrounding natural resources.

• Prioritize trail projects that have funded and sustainable trail 
maintenance plans.

• Encourage collaboration between outdoor recreation 
stakeholders for completing trail gaps, furthering trail 
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planning, creating connections, developing user information, 
and improving funding opportunities.

• Leverage the trail movement by encouraging trail planning 
to evaluate economic benefits, transportation alternatives, 
health and wellness benefits, and build collaborations 
and partnerships to increase funding opportunities and 
legislative support. 

• Encourage local and regional planners to collaborate on 
integrating trails into other infrastructure plans such as road 
and storm water management plans.

• Utilize technology in messaging of trail opportunities 
and park areas, such as digitizing trails and developing 
smart phone applications. The desire for “experiences” is 
increasing and technology provides the opportunity to not 
only capture the experience but to share it.

PRIORITY: IMPROVE, ENHANCE, AND ADAPT 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Ohioans ranked rehabilitating, updating, and improving existing 
outdoor recreation facilities as a funding priority, second only 
to land protection. Aging infrastructure is a challenge for many 
public land agencies and recreational providers. As a focus group 
member noted, maintaining and updating facilities is expected 
but the excitement and media coverage is on new facilities. All 
focus groups identified outdoor recreation facility maintenance 
and rehabilitation as a pressing need. As noted in the previous 
section, focus groups were noting a decline in maintenance 
and upkeep for some trails, resulting in declining use and less 
desirable recreational experiences.  SCORP survey comments 
included “maintain and improve existing parks”, “fix horse 
trails”, “beach pavilion needs maintenance”, and “repair creek 
crossing.” People expect high quality places, parks, and modern 
facilities to recreate.

ODNR owns over 100 dams, 56 of which are Class 
One dams. Many of these dams were constructed 
long ago, creating reservoir lakes that fed the 
state’s Ohio & Erie and Miami & Erie canals. Canal 
transportation was short lived, but canal lakes still 
provide recreational resources. Though extremely 
costly, ODNR is currently pursuing a program of 
repairing, updating, and even replacing several 
state-owned dams, including several canal lake 
dams.

Facilities also need to stay relevant by considering 
upgrades to meet recreational demands, trends, and 
changing demographics. For example, as more disc 
golf courses have been developed over the past few 
years, use and interest increased in the sport, and 
leagues and tournaments became more popular. 

However, older disc golf courses are seeing less use as they 
do not meet standards developed by the Professional Disc Golf 
Association.

The focus groups discussed that people have different 
expectations for the availability of technology, such as cellular 
service and wi-fi, then they did 5 years ago. People expect to 
have cellular service while recreating and to access wi-fi at many 
facilities. Also increasing is the use of smart phones, watches, 
and tablets for fitness applications, social media platforms, and 
mapping programs to track hikes, rides, walks, and workouts. 
Interestingly, the 2017 North American Camping Report by 
Kampgrounds of America, Inc. noted that providing campers 
access to technology is freeing up time to spend more time 
outdoors as visitors can check and send email while camping. 
The survey also found that 57 percent of campers felt that the 
availability of technology enhanced their trip.

The focus groups expressed that safety concerns may be 
deterring recreational use and participation, especially in more 
urban areas. An NRPA study found that while 58% of American 
felt completely or very safe walking to and from their local park 
or recreational facility, 29% felt “somewhat safe” and 14% felt 
unsafe. Feeling unsafe to walk to a local park or recreational area 
means that people are less likely to take advantage of their local 
recreational areas. 

Another trend recreational providers are noting is the popularity 
of multi-use areas for multi-generational users such as trail 
loops by playgrounds and ballfields and parks that offer several 
recreational opportunities such as bicycling, paddling, and 
walking trails. Multi-use areas may also offer opportunities for 
festivals and special events that create new revenue streams 
from food and rentals.

FIGURE 19: OHIO HAND-POWERED BOAT REGISTRATIONS
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Strategies & Actions:

• Prioritize projects that improve and adapt existing 
recreational facilities, especially those that incorporate 
sustainable design concepts and balance natural resource 
management and conservation with user experiences.

• Support integration of technology and safety enhancements 
in facility upgrades and improvements. However, integration 
of features such as lighting needs to be carefully considered 
with the desire for dark skies for night sky viewing and bird 
migrations that can be significantly altered with artificial 
light. 

• Increase awareness of legislators to financial needs to 
improve and update existing recreational facilities.

• Prioritize projects with funded and sustainable maintenance 
plans.

PRIORITY: EMPHASIZE RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES AND ACCESS TO OHIO’S WATERS

Interest and participation in paddling continues to increase, both 
nationally and in Ohio. As part of the SCORP survey, Ohioans 
ranked “canoeing and kayaking access, facilities, and water trails” 
as the second highest ranked recreational facility that they want 
“more of” in Ohio. The increase in paddling is reflected in the 37% 
increase in hand-powered watercraft registrations over the last 
five years in Ohio (Figure 19). 

Providing more opportunities for access to Ohio’s waters will 
not only benefit paddling enthusiasts, but also those who enjoy 
a variety of outdoor recreation activities including fishing, 
nature enjoyment, birdwatching, wildlife viewing, and nature 
photography. It is not surprising that survey respondents 
prioritized boats as the preferred type of equipment they would 
like to rent for a nominal fee, including canoes, kayaks, motorized 
boats, paddle boards, jet skis, waverunners, non-motorized boats, 
and inflatable rafts.

As paddling interest has increased, paddling locations and 
facilities are more in demand. A focus group attendee noted that 
boat ramps are being over-utilized on weekends with long wait 
times due to the increase in kayakers and paddleboarders utilizing 
the ramps.  Focus groups also felt there was a need for more ADA 
accessible ramps and docks, especially for paddling sports.

In some focus group meetings, the potential recreational use 
of urban rivers was discussed as potentially providing close-to-
home unique outdoor recreational opportunities. An example of 
an urban area embracing the beauty and benefits of their rivers is 
Dayton in southwestern Ohio. Several park districts in the Dayton 
area have developed popular long-distance trail systems along 
the rivers and in partnership with the Maimi Conservancy District 
and other agencies have developed the Great Miami River Water 

Trail, a designated route stretching for 80 river miles through four 
counties.

Strategies & Actions:

• Prioritize well-designed development and/or improvement 
projects with access and amenities for paddling sports, 
such as launching areas, ramps, and docks. In areas where 
there is high unmet demand for paddlers, especially in areas 
where potential conflicts may develop between motorized 
and non-motorized boaters, recreation providers should 
consider additional or alternative launch areas.

• Support planning and implementation activities for outdoor 
recreation initiatives associated with Ohio waterways, 
including designating water trails. Well-designed and 
designated water trails can enhance the experience as well 
as increase knowledge of safety issues and hazards along 
the route. 

• Encourage recreational providers to consider offering non-
motorized and motorized boats for rent, or partnering with 
private vendors to provide equipment.

PRIORITY: IMPROVE AWARENESS AND ACCESS TO 
OUTDOOR RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

Lack of awareness of survey respondents to existing available 
outdoor recreational facilities in their communities shows a need 
for improved communication strategies to reach all populations. 
Not having information on where facilities are offered was a 
reason for not participating in outdoor recreation, after being too 
busy with other responsibilities and facilities being too far away. 
In Advisory Committee meetings, recreational providers stated 
that frequently people comment they are unaware of outdoor 
recreation opportunities and facilities in their community. 

In addition to awareness is access. Recreational facilities 
need to offer access and outdoor recreation opportunities for 
all populations. Demographic changes in the state need to be 
considered, such as the aging population and a more diverse 
population base. Providers need to determine and evaluate 
areas in their communities that are underserved by recreational 
facilities. Facility design, development plans, and programming 
needs to strive to serve all Ohioans.  

Another concern raised by recreational providers is the loss of 
outdoor skills over the last decade, such as not being able to 
comprehend a map, or know how to fish, or how to prepare for 
a backpacking trip. Approximately 65% of survey respondents 
indicated they would attend a class to learn and develop skills 
for outdoor recreation. Programs that combine development of 
outdoor recreation skills such as kayaking, camping, archery, or 
backpacking with elements of environmental stewardship would 
help broaden user awareness of the state’s natural resources.



54



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 55

Strategies & Actions:

• Utilize technology and strategic marketing to increase 
awareness of recreational opportunities and stay relevant 
with up-to-date information. Websites, social media, 
and mobile applications are powerful tools for recreation 
providers and can help broaden outreach and develop a 
forum for sharing outdoor recreation experiences. 

• Support projects that utilize universal design principles and 
adaptive equipment that provide recreational opportunities 
for all users regardless of physical, cognitive, lingual, or 
auditory ability.

• Encourage local planning efforts to identify underserved 
areas and populations and prioritize projects in areas that 
lack outdoor recreational facilities.

• Develop educational programming and events to increase 
skill development for outdoor recreation pursuits.

• Encourage greater collaboration among recreational 
providers to offer consistent high-quality outdoor 
recreational experiences and information to users. As 
trails and other recreational facilities extend beyond city 
and county boundaries, considerations for way-finding and 
information that benefit the recreational users needs to be 
considered.

• Improve collaborative efforts between outdoor recreation 
stakeholders, tourism bureaus, businesses, and non-
traditional partners such as health care agencies and 
libraries, to provide and market outdoor recreation 
opportunities. Consider marketing messages to introduce 
non-users to outdoor recreation.

PRIORITY: PROTECT AND SUSTAIN THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

Protection of wetlands, forests, rivers, lakes, and other habitats 
is a top funding priority for Ohioans and sustaining high quality 
natural areas will be key to sustaining the backdrop for Ohio’s 
outdoor recreational activities. Ohio’s federal, state, and local 
parks, forests, nature preserves, and wildlife areas protect many 
of the state’s notable natural and cultural resources, including 
caves, cliffs, scenic ravines, lakes, historic sites, and wetlands. 
Many of Ohio’s most popular outdoor recreation activities, such 
as walking, hiking, wildlife viewing, hunting, birdwatching, and 
night sky viewing  are tied to high-quality natural resources. 
Based on the survey, Ohioans want more natural surface 
trails, undeveloped camping sites, and equestrian camping 
opportunities, activities that rely on scenic and high quality 
natural resources.  In addition, there is a trend, especially among 
millennials, for “experiences” they can share on social media. 
Outdoor recreation can provide such opportunities.

However, there are threats to Ohio’s environment from continued 
urbanization and development as discussed as a statewide issue 
earlier in this report.  For example, managing invasive species 
has become a significant issue in the state in terms of manpower, 
cost, and the ability to sustain results.  Ohio’s woodland habits 
include invasive plant species and insect pests such as emerald 
ash borer, gypsy moth, and Asian longhorn beetle. Ohio’s 
waterways are threatened by harmful algal blooms, Asian carp, 
sea lamprey, and zebra mussels to name a few.

It is also important to find ways to interpret Ohio’s natural 
resources and biodiversity to increase appreciation and 
stewardship of Ohio’s valuable natural resources. 

Strategies & Actions:

• Prioritize land acquisition and protection of high quality 
habitats for both flora and fauna, wetlands, forests, 
rivers, and lakes, with an emphasis on acquisitions that 
protect high quality natural resources as part of a larger 
conservation initiative.

• Support a balanced use approach that balances natural 
resource management and conservation with recreational 
facilities and user experiences by encouraging sustainable 
site selection, evaluating appropriate trail surfaces, and 
considering how invasive species and their pathways will be 
managed.

• Encourage collaborative and cooperative efforts to sustain 
and restore natural resources, especially in managing plant, 
insect, and aquatic threats and invasive species.

• Create opportunities that provide natural and cultural 
resource experiences for users. Incorporate concepts of 
natural resource appreciation, education, and stewardship 
concepts in development and improvement projects.

• Encourage development of management and stewardship 
plans of natural resource areas.
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Priority Key Partners

Advance the Trail Network Federal agencies, including National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), and U.S. Forest Service (USFS). 
 
State agencies, including Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), TourismOhio, Ohio History 
Connection, and Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC). 
 
Regional and local planning organizations that bring together cities, villages, 
townships, counties, and regional organizations to collaborate and plan trail 
projects and initiatives 
 
Local agencies, including park districts, conservancy districts, joint recreation 
districts, transit agencies, municipalities, villages, and townships. 
 
Nonprofit organizations, such as foundations, tourism bureaus, trail 
organizations, recreational-use groups, trail groups, and nature centers.

 Primarily outdoor recreation providers including NPS, USFWS, USFS, ODNR, 
Ohio History Connection, park districts, conservancy districts, joint recreation 
districts, nature centers, municipalities, villages, and townships. 

 Federal agencies, including the NPS and USFWS. 
 
State agencies, including ODNR, ODOT, TourismOhio, and OPWC. 
 
Local agencies, including park districts, conservancy districts, joint recreation 
districts, municipalities, villages, townships, and regional and county planning 
organizations. 
 
Nonprofit organizations, including land conservancies, land trusts, foundations, 
recreational-use groups, and trail organizations and groups.

 Federal agencies, including NPS, USFWS, and USFS.
 Stage agencies, including TourismOhio, ODOT, ODNR, Ohio Department of 

Health, and Ohio History Connection. 
 
Regional and local planning organizations. 
 

Emphasize Recreational Opportunities
& Access to Ohio’s Waters

Improve, Enhance, and Adapt 
Recreational Facilities

Improve Awareness and Access To 
Outdoor Recreation Opportunities

KEY PARTNERS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:
In each area of the state, key partners would vary as specific areas are more or less influenced by various state and federal agencies 
and the presence or absence of local park districts, joint recreation districts, and/or conservancy districts. Overall the key partners to 
implement the strategies and actions for each priority are summarized below.



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 57

Local agencies, including park districts, conservancy districts, joint recreation 
districts, transit agencies, nature centers, counties, municipalities, villages, 
and townships. 
 
Nonprofit organizations, such as trail organizations and groups, recreational-
use groups, and tourism bureaus.

Protect & Sustain the Natural Environment Federal agencies, including NPS, USFWS, and USFS. 
 
State agencies, including ODNR and OPWC. 
 
Local agencies, including park districts, conservancy districts, joint recreation 
districts, counties, municipalities, villages, and townships.

 
Nonprofit organizations such as land conservancies, land trusts, natural history 
museums, nature centers, and other similar organization.
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Chapter 2

Introduction

From Lake Erie to the Ohio River, Ohio offers a wide variety of outdoor recreation opportunities in local, state

and national parks, recreation areas, and preserves. Outdoor recreation involves many activities, including

walking, fishing, boating, cycling, and playing sports. Building on the successes of past outdoor recreation

surveys conducted in 1997, 2006, and 2013, the George Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs

(GVS) at Ohio University was contracted by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Office of Real Estate

and Land Management (ODNR) to perform an updated survey in 2017. Ohio residents were electronically

queried by household on their opinions on how to improve, sustain, and develop outdoor recreation experiences

and opportunities on public land in their state.

Similar to past SCORP surveys that investigated state and ODNR regional trends, the 2017 survey covered

topics of interest, participation, satisfaction, and expenditures in recreational activities, as well as barriers to

recreational activity participation and preferences for the allocation of taxpayer money on public outdoor

recreation. With over 5,000 electronic submissions, this survey had an additional focus on urban and rural

areas. Information compiled from this Ohio Resident Outdoor Recreation Survey will be incorporated into

ODNR’s 2018 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).
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Chapter 3

Survey Methodology

3.1 Survey Process

The 2017 SCORP survey instrument was created by the GVS with outdoor recreation questions provided by

the ODNR. Related activity questions were aggregated using Qualtrics Research Suite, a powerful survey

development software, and the survey was reviewed through an iterative process. The final survey launched

on February 8, 2017, consisting of 49 main questions with 159 possible associated questions. The ODNR

website hosted the link to the survey until March 15, 2017.

Questions were queried by household, which was defined as all of the adults and children who permanently

lived in a residence from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016. The survey items focused on

public lands in Ohio, which included local, community, state, and national parks and recreation

areas, state wildlife areas, state and national forest areas, and state nature preserves. Items

did not include activities or time spent on personal property, school district properties or on land held by

non-public entities, such as non-profit organizations, clubs and commercial recreation entities, or for activities

outside of Ohio.

The survey was promoted through all forms of electronic media (e.g. email, websites, social media, e-

newsletters) and the distribution of fliers. As response rates and distribution were tracked throughout the

public submission period, specific promotional efforts targeted areas with lower submission rates. Submission

information from the survey was organized and analyzed using R v.3.3.4, an open source language and

environment for statistical computing.
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Table 3.1: Summary of survey response totals.

Total Submissions Incomplete Surveys Surveys Analyzed

Statewide 6,702 1,643 5,059

Rural 2,269 565 1,704

Urban 4,405 1,071 3,334

PO Boxes 28 7 21

3.2 Survey Submission Details

There were a total of 6,702 surveys that were initiated during the 5 week open period. On average, 87.4%

of the survey was completed by respondents, with a median duration of 20 minutes to finish. A total of

5,059 respondents submitted a completed survey, and the remaining 1,643, in progress surveys, were closed

automatically by the Qualtrics system.

A majority of the responses would be considered from urban populations according to the U.S. Census Bureau

designations of urbanized areas (Table 3.1). This was estimated by utilizing the ratio of the population

residing in urbanized areas to the total population for each zip code. This assumption being that within

a zip code the responses are evenly distributed amongst the population. Not all responses can be used in

this estimation due to a small number of responses (28) reporting their zip code of residence as a zip code

reserved for PO Boxes.

Overall, differences between urban and rural participation in outdoor recreational activities did not appear

significant. For example, urban respondents generally had slightly higher levels of interest in trail (+0.78%)

and sport (+0.37%) activities, with the exception of rural respondents who exhibited marginally greater

interest in the sport activities of Archery and Target/Skeet/Shooting Sports. An additional trend that was seen

in regards to wildlife-based activities was that urban area respondents had slightly higher interest in the more

passive activities (e.g. wildlife viewing nature photography, and birdwatching), while rural respondents had

mildly more interest in fishing and hunting. The results from this survey indicate that general management

practices based on these population designations may not require separate approaches.

3.3 Survey Limitations

The results of this survey are constrained by the mode of dissemination. Using an online platform to

disseminate the survey to Ohio residents may have affected the distribution of responses across the state.

Private and public access to a reliable internet connection may have limited participation in the survey.
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Chapter 4

Demographics

Survey submissions were received from all 88 Ohio counties (Figure 4.1). Paulding County submitted the

fewest (2) completed surveys, while the highest number of responses (564) came from Franklin County. Zip

codes were also used to track the geographical distribution of submissions across the state as well as confirm

that survey takers were Ohio residents.

Figure 4.1: Number of total survey submissions received from each Ohio county. Deeper color saturation

indicates a higher number of submissions.
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Table 4.1: Total responses for age ranges surveyed.

Age Range Total Responses

18 to 24 162

25-34 683

35-44 912

45-54 1133

55-64 1405

65-74 669

75 or older 95

Table 4.2: Comparison of the Ohio household type, according to the *U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates*, to survey responses.

American Community Survey Survey

Households 4,585,084 (100.0%) 5,059 (100.0%)

with Children 1,242,604 (27.1%) 1,485 (29.4%)

without Children 3,342,480 (72.9%) 3,574 (70.6%)

Beyond geographical location, an additional seven questions provided context for the basic demographic 

makeup of the survey takers. The gender ratio of respondents was fairly even with 2,547 female respondents 

and 2,512 male respondents. The majority of Ohioans who submitted surveys are white (94.1%) and English 

is their primary language (99.6%). American Indian or Alaskan Native, Black or African-American, Asian, 

and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander were respectively, 2.4%, 0.4%, 0.2%, and less than 0.1% of 

the respondents surveyed. The survey takers were most frequently in the age group, 55-64 (27.8%) (Table 

4.1), generally upper middle-class incomes between $50,000 to $149,999 (55.8%), and lived in a household 

comprised of 2 (66.2%) adults and 0 (70.6%) children.

Based on a comparison of household composition (i.e. households with and without children) using Ohio

household estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

and household responses from SCORP survey submissions (Table 4.2), the survey demographic of households

with and without children were reflective of the Ohio estimates. Ohio estimates were slightly lower (-2%) for

households with children and two percent higher for households without children. Therefore, survey responses

were representative of Ohio households with and without children.
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Chapter 5

Statewide Overview

Ohioans engaged in a wide range of activities outdoors on public lands in 2016. These outdoor recreational

activities were organized for the survey into eight major categories: wildlife-based, trail, camping, boating,

water, sport, winter, and other outdoor activities. In each major category, a number of subcategories were

identified ranging from four to eighteen individual activities. Wildlife-based activities were concerned with

the viewing (e.g. birdwatching) and collection (e.g. hunting, fishing) of animals. Trail activities were a

combination of trail types (e.g. natural, paved) along with a specific form of recreation (e.g. hiking, bicycling,

ATV riding). Camping involved the use of different structures (e.g. tents, RVs, yurts) on developed or

primitive campgrounds. All boating activities involved a watercraft (e.g. jet ski, pontoon boat, kayak).

Water activities were enjoyed in different public waters (e.g. lakes, pools) or water-play areas (e.g. spray

park). Sport activities included both traditional (e.g. baseball, basketball, golf) and nontraditional sports

(e.g. shooting, climbing, archery). Winter activities predominantly required snow or ice to engage in, except

for winter festivals or camping. Other outdoor recreational activities ranged from scenic driving, meditation,

and picnicking to watching an outdoor movie, kite flying, and visiting dog parks. Survey takers recorded

their participation frequency, primary reasons for participating and not participating in outdoor recreational

activities on public land.

15



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 79

Figure 5.1: Participation levels for the eight major categories of outdoor recreational activities. Participation

in a major category was totaled for the number of respondents who indicated that they had

participated in any of the category’s activities.

Based on the total number of responses (Figure 5.1), Trails (4,931) exhibited the highest level of participation,

while Winter (2,206) was the lowest. Other (4,831) and Wildlife (4,294) rounded out the top three most

frequently participated in recreational activities outdoors in 2016. The frequency of participation in outdoor

recreational activities was also surveyed. Survey takers chose between three different levels of participation:

annual (1 to 11 times per year), monthly (12 to 49 times per year), and weekly (50 or more times per

year). These results were captured for the activities queried in each major category and overall indicated a

general decreasing trend in participation across all major categories as frequency increased (refer to individual

chapters for these results).
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Figure 5.2: Reasons Ohioans did participate in outdoor recreational activities on public land in 2016. Numeric

values are the total number of responses per category and reason. Deeper color saturation indicates

higher response totals.

Overall, the main reason for engaging in outdoor recreation on public lands was for Fun/Entertainment

(31,896) (Figure 5.2). Both Share time with family and/or friends (28,377) and Experience nature/quiet

time/serenity (19,449) were also among the most frequently chosen reasons for enjoying activities outdoors.

However, Health/Wellness/Fitness had the greatest number of total responses for an individual category

- trail activities (13,567). Social media club/meet-ups was the least likely reason people would have been

participating in outdoor activities as it was selected the fewest number of times.
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Figure 5.3: Overall interest in each category of outdoor recreational activity. The green bars represent the

total number of respondents who participated in activities of each major category. The gray bars

indicated the total number of respondents who chose the answer "Interested but did not participate"

for each activity in the survey.

Ohioans were queried on their participation in all eight major categories of outdoor recreational activities, but

additionally provided feedback on activities that they had been interested in but were unable to participate

(Figure 5.3). Trails and Other had the highest levels of both participation and interest without participation.

Winter activities had the lowest participation level, but a high level of interest without engagement. The

remaining four activity categories, camping, boating, water, and sports showed similar participation and

interest without participation levels.

Forty-five percent of respondents that provided feedback on their lack of participation in outdoor recreational

activities indicated they were Too busy with other responsibilities and activities (Table 5.1). Facilities too far

away (9.2%) and Do not have information on where facilities are offered (8.3%) were among the next most

frequently chosen reasons. Facilities are not ADA accessible (0.2%) and Facilities seem poorly maintained

and/or seem unsafe (2%) were the least likely reasons why Ohioans did not engage in an activity of interest.
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Table 5.1: Reasons Ohioans did not participate in outdoor recreational activities on public lands in 2016.

Percentages were based on the total respondents that provided feedback.

Responses Percent

Too busy with other responsibilities and activities 2,133 45.1%

Facilities too far away 435 9.2%

Do not have information on where facilities are offered 392 8.3%

No facilities available 316 6.7%

Do not own or have access to equipment 301 6.4%

Health issues 284 6%

No one to go with 271 5.7%

The activity or the equipment is too costly 266 5.6%

Do not have the skills 225 4.8%

Facilities seem poorly maintained and/or seem unsafe 93 2%

Facilities are not ADA accessible 12 0.2%
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Chapter 6

Results by Outdoor Recreational

Category

For each of the eight major categories of outdoor recreational activity, questions relating to interest, frequency

and reasons for participation, and interest without participation were queried. Overall interest was calculated

by summing the total number of times a subcategory was chosen. There were three frequency ranges to

choose from: a few times during the year (1 to 11 times/year), once or twice a month (12 to 49 times/year),

and one or more times a week (50 or more times/year). There was also the opportunity for a survey taker to

record whether they did not participate in a particular outdoor recreational activity but had interest in it.

6.1 Wildlife-based Activities

Wildlife-based outdoor recreational activities included four methods of fishing, observation and photography,

and hunting. Wildlife-based activities generally reflected the statewide trends in frequency of participation

and reasons for participation as described in the Statewide Overview chapter (5). There was moderate interest

without engagement across all wildlife-based activities.
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Figure 6.1: Interest level in wildlife-based activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

Based on the total number of responses per subcategory of wildlife-based activities, more passive activities

exhibited the highest levels of interest (Figure 6.1). Those top subcategories included Wildlife viewing (4,454),

Nature photography (3,899), and Birdwatching (3,595). Hunting (1,897) had the lowest overall interest level.
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Figure 6.2: Frequency of participation in wildlife-based activities on Ohio public lands in 2016. Numeric values

are the total number of responses per subcategory and frequency level. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

According to survey responses, Ohioans most frequently participated in wildlife-based activities on an annual

basis (Figure 6.2). Wildlife viewing (3,525) had the overall highest frequencies of participation of all wildlife-

based activities. Generally, participation in wildlife-based activities decreased as frequency increased. For

example, Fishing from a pier or ADA accessible site most frequently happened once or twice a year, had

lower engagement levels on a monthly basis, and the least by week. Birdwatching was the exception as

birdwatching increased in the number of responses from monthly to weekly. Hunting and Fishing from a

motorized boat had less dramatic decreases between frequency levels.
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Figure 6.3: Primary reasons for participating in wildlife-based activities on Ohio public lands in 2016. Numeric

values are the total number of responses per subcategory and reason. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

Across all activities related to wildlife, Experience nature/quiet time/serenity (47.2%), Fun/Entertainment

(30.7%), and Share time with family and/or friends (18.5%), were the primary reasons for participation in

2016 (Figure 6.3). There was a distinct separation between these top three reasons for participation and the

bottom three Health/Wellness/Fitness (1.6%), New challenge/event (1.6%), and Social media club/meet-ups

(0.3%). More passive activities had the highest total number of responses overall.
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Figure 6.4: Wildlife-based activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public

lands in 2016

Of those activities related to wildlife, all methods of fishing showed the highest level of interest but lack of

participation (Figure 6.4). Three out of the four surveyed methods of fishing had the greatest number of

responses with Fishing from a nonmotorized boat/kayak (1,792) having the highest total. Hunting (933) and

Wildlife viewing (929) were the least chosen wildlife-based activities that respondents were interested in but

did not engage in.

6.2 Camping Activities

Outdoor camping recreational activities focused on the structure or camping location (i.e. site). Specific

structures included tents, pop-up campers, RVs, yurts, or similar structures. Camping locations related to the

level of development of the site, its accessibility, and transportation to the site (e.g. cycling, paddling, hiking,

equine). Camping responses generally corresponded with statewide trends as described in the Statewide

Overview chapter (5).
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Figure 6.5: Overall interest level in camping activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

There was a high level of interest in camping activities on Ohio public lands (Figure 6.5). Of the nine

subcategories of camping activities, the top three chosen categories, Camping in a tent or pop-up camper in

an undeveloped or primitive campground (3,550), Camping in the backcountry, accessed by hiking, backpacking,

cycling or paddling (3,544), and Camping in a tent or pop-up camper in a developed campground (3,526), had

a similar number of total responses. Group camping or camping as part of an event (3,107), Camping in a

yurt, pre-set up tent or similar structure (2,662), and Camping in a RV in a developed campground (2,589)

comprised the second highest tier of interest across camping activities. Camping in an ADA accessible site

(1,158) exhibited the lowest interest level.
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Excluding equestrian camping, participation in the eight other camping activities predominantly happened

on a yearly or monthly basis (Figure 6.6). Equestrian camping had a more even response across the three

frequency levels. Among those respondents who camped monthly or annually, Camping in a RV in a

developed campground (252) and Equestrian camping (241) were the most frequently chosen forms of camping.

Respondents were least often engaged in Camping in a designated boat camping area (195), Camping in a

yurt, pre-set up tent or similar structure (168), and Camping in an ADA accessible site (124) across all

frequency levels.
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Share time with family and/or friends (46.4%), Fun/Entertainment (25.1%), and Experience nature/quiet

time/serenity (20.1%) were the primary reasons for camping outdoors (Figure 6.7). There was a fairly strong

distance between these top three reasons for participating and the remaining three that were surveyed Social

media club/meet-ups (3.6%), Health/Wellness/Fitness (2.8%), and New challenge/event (1.9%). Camping

in a tent or pop-up camper in a developed campground had the highest total number of responses for an

individual activity (1,633).

Figure 6.8: Camping activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public lands in

2016.

Along with overall high interest and participation levels in camping, there were a comparable number of

respondents who were interested in camping activities but did not camp (Figure 6.8). There was a comparable

level of both interest and interest without participation between camping activities.

6.3 Trail Activities

Outdoor recreational trail activities on public lands combined trail surface with the trail activities. Trail

surfaces included natural, paved, and finely crushed stone trails. Non-motorized trail activities were walking,

29



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 93

jogging/running, hiking, bicycling, and use of fitness equipment. Motorized activities on trails included dirt

bikes, off-road motorcycles, and ATVs/UTVs. Trail activities had the greatest response totals overall and its

own unique trends.

Figure 6.9: Overall interest level in trail activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

Walking and hiking on trails had the greatest levels of interest (average 4,698 respondents) of all fifteen

trail activities (Figure 6.9). Jogging and running activities comprised the bottom third for interest in trail

activities alongside with ATV/UTV riding (1,619) and Dirt bike/Off-road motorcycle riding on a trail (1,175),

which had the overall lowest number of total responses. There did not appear to be a preference of trail

surface related to interest level.
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Trail activities are one category of outdoor recreation that had high response totals for all three frequency

levels (Figure 6.10). In particular, weekly enjoyment of trail activities was high in comparison to other forms

of outdoor recreation. Fitness trail with exercise/equipment stations (33) had the fewest respondents engaging

on a weekly basis. Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail (1,569), Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed

stone trail (1,201), and Walking on a paved trail (1,172) were most frequently occurring at monthly intervals.

Across all three frequencies, Dirt bike/Off-road motorcycle riding on a trail (315) had the lowest number of

total responses of the fifteen trail activities.
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Almost half of respondents’ said that their primary reason for participating in trail activities was

for Health/Wellness/Fitness (50.9%) (Figure 6.11). Experience nature/quiet time/serenity (18.6%),

Fun/Entertainment (14.8%), and Share time with family and/or friends (14%) were the next three most

chosen reasons for trail utilization on Ohio public lands. New challenge/event (1.2%) and Social media

club/meet-ups (0.6%) were the least likely reasons respondents participated in trail activities.

Figure 6.12: Trail activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public lands in

2016.

Backpacking on a natural surface trail (2,353) and Bicycling on a trail for transportation (1,859) were the

most frequently chosen trail activities that Ohioans were interested in but did not engage in (Figure 6.12).

Walking on a paved trail (535) and Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail (311) had fewer respondents

who stated that they were interested but did not participate. This may indicate that if respondents were

interested, they were also participating in the activity, which is supported by high participation rates for

these activities.
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6.4 Boating Activities

Boating activities on Ohio public waters were performed on a variety of different watercraft. These watercraft

included canoes, kayaks, powerboats, water skis, pontoon boats, paddleboards, jet skis, and sailboats. Boating

activities generally follow the statewide trends as described in the Statewide Overview chapter (5), but have

higher response totals for canoeing and kayaking activities.

Figure 6.13: Overall interest level in boating activities on Ohio public waters in 2016.

People indicated that canoeing and kayaking were their most frequent boating activities (Figure 6.13), combin-

ing to 11,571 responses. These were followed in interest by Pontoon boating (2,788), Paddleboarding/Stand-up

paddleboarding (2,560), and Powerboating or waterskiing (2,357). Respondents were least interested in Jet

skiing (2,084) and Sailing (2,032).

35



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 99

Figure 6.14: Frequency of participation in boating activities on Ohio public waters in 2016. Numeric values

are the total number of responses per subcategory and frequency level. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

Two boating activities, Canoeing/Kayaking in a stream, river or following a water trail (2,210) and Ca-

noeing/Kayaking in a lake or pond (1,969), dominated across all participation frequencies (Figure 6.14).

Powerboating or waterskiing (777) was the third most frequent boating activity, similar to its standing in

interest level. Pontoon boating (727) was a close fourth. The least commonly participated in activity was

Sailing (217).
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Figure 6.15: Primary reasons for participating in boating activities on Ohio public waters in 2016. Numeric

values are the total number of responses per subcategory and reason. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

Fun/Entertainment (38.6%), Share time with family and/or friends (27.7%), and Experience nature/quiet

time/serenity (21.4%) were the primary reasons for participating in boating activities (Figure 6.15). Social

media club/meet-ups (0.8%) was the least chosen reasons for engaging in boating activities. Canoeing/Kayaking

in a stream, river or following a water trail (32%) and Canoeing/Kayaking in a lake or pond (30.8%) had

highest total responses for the reasons Experience nature/quiet time/serenity .
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Figure 6.16: Boating activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public waters

in 2016.

For survey takers who were interested in boating activities, but did not participate in them, Canoeing/Kayaking

on Lake Erie (2,552) had the highest response total (Figure 6.16). The remaining eight boating activities

were only 670 responses apart with Powerboating or waterskiing (1,580) chosen the fewest times.

6.5 Water Activities

Outdoor recreational activities in Ohio public waters had the fewest number of subcategories. There were two

main activities, swimming and water-play. Swimming activities were differentiated by water type - natural

(e.g. lakes, ponds, rivers), outdoor pools, and pool complexes (i.e. pools augmented with lazy rivers, wave

pools, or similar features). Water-play were water activities at splash pads or spray parks. Water activities

followed the statewide trends as described in the Statewide Overview chapter (5).
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Figure 6.17: Overall interest level in water activities in Ohio public waters in 2016.

Interest in all four water activities was relatively high (Figure 6.17). Swimming in an outdoor pool (3,971),

Swimming in a lake, pond, river (3,936), and Swimming in an outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave

pool or similar features (3,462) were generally quite similar. Within the water activities category, Splash

pad/Spray park (2,495) received the lowest interest level by total responses.

Figure 6.18: Frequency of participation in water activities in Ohio public waters in 2016. Numeric values

are the total number of responses per subcategory and frequency level. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

Annual enjoyment of water activities was chosen most often (75%) for all four subcategories (Figure 6.18).

Swimming in a lake, pond, river (2,589) and Swimming in an outdoor pool (2,421) had the overall highest
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frequencies of participation of all water activities. The total number of responses decreased as the frequency

of participation increased from annually to weekly.

Figure 6.19: Primary reasons for participating in water activities in Ohio public waters in 2016. Numeric values

are the total number of responses per subcategory and reason. Deeper color saturation indicates

higher response totals.

Fun/Entertainment (50.1%) and Share time with family and/or friends (36%) stood out as the primary

reason for participating in water activities. Health/Wellness/Fitness (9.7%) topped Experience nature/quiet

time/serenity (3.6%) as the third and fourth highest recorded reasons. The least common reasons for

participating in activities in Ohio public waters, New challenge/event and Social media club/meet-ups, were

chosen only 0.5% overall.
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Figure 6.20: Water activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in Ohio public waters in

2016.

Ohioans had the greatest interest without engagement in Swimming in an outdoor pool complex with lazy

river, wave pool or similar features (2,260) in 2016 (Figure 6.20). More respondents were interested than

participated in splash pad or spray park activities. There was a similar level of interest without participation

between Splash pad/Spray park (1,553), Swimming in an outdoor pool (1,550), and Swimming in a lake, pond,

river (1,347).

6.6 Sport Activities

Sports on Ohio public lands had the highest number of individual activities. These activities can be loosely

divided into more traditional, team-oriented sports and less traditional, non-team sports. Overall, participation

and reasons for engaging in sport activities were similar to the statewide trends as described in the Statewide

Overview chapter (5).
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Figure 6.21: Overall interest level in sport activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

Eighteen different outdoor sports were queried in the survey. Overall, non-team oriented sports had the highest

total responses, denoting the largest levels of interest (Figure 6.21). Among the sports that respondents

expressed the greatest interest in, Archery (2,525), Target/Skeet/Shooting Sports (2,490), Climbing/Rappelling

on constructed outdoor wall/facility (2,385), and Geocaching/Orienteering (2,372) were at the top. Outdoor

rock climbing/ Rappelling/Bouldering on natural surfaces (2,256), Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee (2,022), and

Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) (1,920) had mid-range levels of interest. Pickleball (956), Skate park/Skateboarding

(789), and Lacrosse/Rugby (643) rounded out the bottom third of responses.
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Ohioans engaged in a wide range of outdoor sports, most frequently on an annual basis (Figure 6.22). People

were most often participating in golf-related activities with Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) having the highest

response total in every frequency level. These golfing activities were followed by Target/Skeet/Shooting Sports

(806) and Archery (657). There was a decreasing trend in frequency of participation from yearly to weekly.

Beyond golfing, Target/Skeet/Shooting Sports was the most frequently occurring sport activity every month

(180), while Soccer and Baseball/Softball happened most often on a weekly basis (81).
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Fun/Entertainment (56%) and Share time with family and/or friends (24.7%) were the two main reasons chosen

for participating in sports. Unlike the main reasons for participating in other categories of outdoor recreational

activities, one of the top three reasons for participating in sports in Ohio was Health/Wellness/Fitness (12.9%)

(Figure 6.23), for which Tennis had the highest total number of responses (429). Respondents enjoyed 9-hole

or 18-hole golf for fun as well (599) as well as for sharing time with family and friends (269). Social media

club/meet-ups (1%) was not chosen as primary reasons for playing sports on public land.

Figure 6.24: Sport activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public lands in

2016.

Climbing/Rappelling on constructed outdoor wall/facility (2,006) had the greatest interest but lacked actualized

engagement (Figure 6.24). Analogous to overall interest, individual sport activities comprised the top third of

the eighteen outdoor sports that respondents were interested but did not participate in. There were similar

levels of interest and interest without participation across outdoor sports. More respondents were interested

in Volleyball (1,324), Baseball/Softball (1,215), and Tennis (1,109) but did not participate compared to those

who were interested and participated.
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6.7 Winter Activities

Outdoor recreational activities in winter on Ohio public lands showed a seasonal trend in participation and

interest by respondents. The inconsistent levels of precipitation in winter may have had an impact on response

totals as snow and ice are requisite for all but two of the winter activities. Those two winter activities,

camping and festivals, do not necessarily require snow or ice to occur.

Figure 6.25: Overall interest level in winter activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

Between the ten winter activities that were surveyed, Sledding/Tubing (3,312) and Winter festival (3,131) had

the highest total responses (Figure 6.25). Cross-country skiing (2,487) and Ice skating (2,481) had similar

response totals as did Winter camping (2,253) and Snowshoeing (2,242). People were least interested in Ice

fishing (1,570) and Snowboarding (1,445), which exhibited the lowest response totals.

47



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 111

Figure 6.26: Frequency of participation in winter activities on Ohio public lands in 2016. Numeric values

are the total number of responses per subcategory and frequency level. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

Winter activities were predominately enjoyed on a yearly basis (88.6%) (Figure 6.26). Monthly (8.1%) and

weekly (3.3%) participation totals were drastically lower. Sledding/Tubing (984) had the highest overall total

number of responses. Ohioans were least likely to recreate outdoors in winter on a weekly basis.
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Figure 6.27: Primary reasons for participating in winter activities on Ohio public lands in 2016. Numeric

values are the total number of responses per subcategory and reason. Deeper color saturation

indicates higher response totals.

The top two reasons for participating in winter activities in 2016 were Fun/Entertainment (46.9%) and

Share time with family and/or friends (28.5%) (Figure 6.27). The main reason for Cross-country skiing (235)

and Snowshoeing (99) was Health/Wellness/Fitness. For Ohioans who wanted to Experience nature/quiet

time/serenity, winter camping was the most frequently chosen activity (163). Very few people participated in

winter activities for New challenge/event (2.3%) and Social media club/meet-ups (1.2%).
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Figure 6.28: Winter activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public lands in

2016.

There was a comparably high level of interest in winter activities on public lands to those who expressed

interest but did not participate (Figure 6.28). There were thousands of responses indicating that respondents

wanted to participate in a Winter festival (2,493), Sledding/Tubing (2,328), and Cross-country skiing (2,082)

but did not. The fourth highest number of responses for a winter activity of interest that respondents did not

engage in was Ice skating (2,006). Snowboarding (1,229) had the lowest interest level without participation of

all ten winter activities.

6.8 Other Outdoor Activities

Other outdoor recreational activities in Ohio on public lands loosely followed the statewide trends in

participation and interest as described in the Statewide Overview chapter (5). Other outdoor recreation

include activities such as tree climbing, scenic driving, picnicking, outdoor movies, and dog parks.

50



114

Figure 6.29: Overall interest level in other activities on Ohio public lands in 2016.

Survey results for other outdoor activities showed a separation between interest level in the top seven

activities Touring historic/heritage sites, farms (4,597), Picnicking with shelter (4,407), Picnicking without

shelter (4,366), Night sky viewing (4,343), Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play (4,322), Scenic driving (4,266), and

Outdoor movie (3,318) and the bottom half Outdoor adult fitness area with equipment (2,732), Playground

(2,702), Kite flying (2,582), Horseshoes/ Bocce/Bag toss (2,557), Dog park (2,507), Yoga/Tai Chi/Outdoor

meditation (2,388), and Technology-driven recreation (smart phone game) (1,360) (Figure 6.29). Of of top

seven activities, Touring historic/heritage sites, farms (4,597) had the most responses. Technology-driven

recreation (smart phone game) (1,360) had the lowest level of interest.
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Other outdoor activities have the highest frequency of participation annually (Figure 6.30). Scenic driving

(3,649) and Touring historic/heritage sites, farms (3,315) were the highest across all frequencies of participation.

These activities were followed by, Picnicking without shelter (3,026), Picnicking with shelter (2,894), and

Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play (2,741), with high levels of engagement. Night sky viewing (2,456) and

Playground (1,922) were also among the highest in annual and monthly participation. On a weekly basis,

most people engaged in Scenic driving (371).
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Share time with family and/or friends (42%) and Fun/Entertainment (33.7%) were the top two overall reasons

for engaging in other outdoor activities on public lands (Figure 6.31). Night sky viewing (60%) and Scenic

driving (41.2%) were the most common activities associated with experiencing nature, quiet time, or serenity

outdoors. Social media club/meet-ups (1.2%) was least often recorded as a reason for participating in other

outdoor activities.

Figure 6.32: Other outdoor activities that Ohioans were interested but did not participate in on Ohio public

lands in 2016.

Outdoor movie (2,595) was the number one other outdoor activity that Ohioans were interested but did

not participate in (Figure 6.32). Outdoor adult fitness area with equipment (2,033) and Kite flying (1,946)

were also among the top three other outdoor activities that people had interest but did not engage in.

Technology-driven recreation (smart phone game) (749) and Scenic driving (617) had the lowest interest and

occurrence.
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Chapter 7

Outdoor Recreational Preferences

Ohioans prefer to receive information via electronic media, such as email (45.5%), online websites (20.5%),

and social media (18.7%) (Figure 7.1). Print media combined for 12.5% of respondents’ preference, wanting

information by mail (6.1%), newsletters (5.4%), and newspapers (1%). These preferences were reflected in the

different ways that survey takers initially became aware of this Ohio outdoor recreational survey (Figure 7.2).

Figure 7.1: Preferences for how respondents want to receive information.
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Over half heard about this survey via Facebook or Twitter (2,010) and Email (1,204). Friend/colleague (835)

also contributed to the promotion of the survey as well as Other (742). The fewest number of people heard

about the survey from the Ohio Tourism Website (44). Four hundred and fifty-five survey takers became

aware of the survey from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources website.

Figure 7.2: How respondents intially became aware of the survey.

When asked whether the survey taker would attend a class to learn and develop skills that are needed for

outdoor recreational activities (Figure 7.3), such as sailing, archery, and climbing, almost two-thirds of

respondents (65.3%) said that they would attend such educational classes.

Figure 7.3: Percentage of Ohioans willing to take an outdoor skills class.

57



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 121

Chapter 8

Facilities Satisfaction

Ohioans were asked if the condition and number of available public facilities impacted their enjoyment,

satisfaction, and level of participation in outdoor recreational activities in Ohio. Outdoor recreation utilizes

an array of facilities. Wildlife-based facilities encompassed public lands and waters in which wildlife could

be viewed, fished, and hunted. Camping facilities included group, designated boat, equestrian, developed,

and primitive/undeveloped campgrounds. The trail facilities were natural, finely crushed stone, and paved

surface trails along with equestrian, ATV/UTV, dirt bike/off-road motorcycle, and mountain biking trails.

Boating facilities included access facilities, and water trails for canoes, kayaks, motorized boats, and sailboats.

Outdoor pools, spray parks, splash pads, and pool complexes with lazy river, wave pool, or similar features

were the water facilities. Sport facilities included a variety of courts, fields, and shooting areas. Winter

facilities comprised areas to ice skate, sled or tube, snowboard, camp, cross-country ski, and snowmobile.

Other outdoor facilities ranged from dog parks, picnic shelters, and playgrounds to adult fitness areas with

equipment, scenic drives, and historic/heritage site tours.

58



122

Figure 8.1: A summary of facility satisfaction for the eight major categories of outdoor recreation. Numeric

values are the total number of responses per category and reason. Deeper color saturation indicates

higher response totals.

Across all eight major categories of outdoor recreational activity, twenty-seven percent of facility responses

indicated that public facilities near the homes of respondents were adequate and met their needs (Figure 8.1),

while twenty-two percent indicated more public outdoor recreational facilities were needed near their homes.

A high percentage (42.5%) of facility responses showed a lack of awareness or disinterest in recreational

facilities, which may imply that Ohioans tend to travel to recreate and are less familiar with outdoor facilities

nearby. Low response numbers in certain categories may indicate that specific interest groups across the state

were not captured by this survey, while high numbers may imply the inverse.
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Figure 8.2: A summary of facility satisfaction for the subcategories of outdoor recreation. Numeric values are

the total number of responses per category and reason. Deeper color saturation indicates higher

response totals. 60
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Respondents had the least amount of interest and awareness of sailing facilities (3,152) among the boating

facilities; however, for those who do engage in sailing, adequacy of facilities (1,010) had the highest total

(Figure 8.2). Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails had the lowest response total (950) for not

interested/unaware, indicating that these access facilities may be the most well-known among the three

boating facilities. Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails also had the greatest need for increasing

their availability, improving their condition, and satisfaction. A similar trend was seen for motorized boating

facilities, but with a high response for disinterest and lack of awareness.

Beyond disinterest or not being aware of public facilities (2,251), respondents indicated almost equally a need

for more camping facilities or the need was met. Respondents also felt that there was a need for improvement

of Developed campgrounds (818), Group camping areas (631), and Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds (548).

This may indicate that these camping facilities may require updates or rehabilitation based on their high

response totals.

Unlike the facility responses from the other seven major categories of outdoor recreation activity, Ohioans

showed a heightened awareness or interest in other outdoor facilities. Respondents were largely satisfied

(2,004) with other outdoor facilities, but also indicated a strong need for more (average 1,030). In regards to

facilities in need or updating or rehabilitation, Scenic drives, indicated the greatest need for improvement for

the seven other facilities. For picnic shelters, respondents had a good idea of where to locate them and felt

they were adequate but needed some improvement.

Sport facilities had a high level of satisfaction along with disinterest and not being aware. There was some

need expressed for more sport facilities in Ohio and a minor need for improvement. In particular, Climb-

ing/Rappelling walls (1,367), Archery (1,338), and Target/Skeet/Shooting areas (1,327) all had responses that

suggest a strong need for increasing the availability of these facilities. Basketball courts (452), Baseball/Softball

fields (448), and Tennis courts (421) had the largest need for updating and rehabilitation of their facilities.

Lacrosse/Rugby fields (90) and Pickleball courts (94) were in good condition based on low response numbers.

Concerning trail facilities, Ohioans strongly indicated that there is a need for more for Natural surface

trails (2,087) as well as a level of satisfaction of current Paved, multi-use trails (2,225) facilities. Although

general adequacy was indicated, Natural surface trails (743), Finely crushed stone trails (733), and Paved,

multi-use trails (591) have high number of responses. These results also suggest that respondents have a

greater awareness of these three trail activities in Ohio. There was less interest and awareness of Equestrian

trails (239), ATV/UTV trails (106), and Dirt bike/off-road motorcycle riding trails (92), but also strong

responses indicating satisfaction and a desire for more of these trails (886).

Ohioans had similar feelings towards water facilities. The three water facilities received similar total number

of responses for satisfaction (average 1,210), needing more (average 1,567), and disinterest/not knowing

(average 1,904). This trend was also true for responses for the needs for facility improvements (average 214),
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except for outdoor pool facilities, where there was a much higher response total (566). Respondents were

unaware or least interested in Outdoor pools (1,410).

Respondents were either satisfied (1,701) or disinterested/unaware (1,702) of wildlife-based areas in Ohio.

Wildlife viewing/birding areas had the greatest response totals for adequacy (2,055) and need to an increase

in the number of facilities (1,560), while having a similar response for facility improvement as Fishing areas

(504). Hunting areas had the highest total number of responses for Not interested/don’t know, which shows

that Ohioans are most unaware or disinterested in hunting areas compared to the other two wildlife-based

facilities. Hunting areas also had the lowest expressed need for improvement (246).

Winter facilities showed a need for increased abundance, higher satisfaction, and greater interest/awareness,

but not improvements. Winter activity facilities had high response totals for satisfaction (average 999),

needing more (1,026), and disinterest or not knowing (2,737). The seven winter activity facilities had

homogeneously low response totals for facilities needing improvements.

8.1 The Value of Recreational Facilities

Figure 8.3: The value of public facilities for outdoor recreational activities in Ohio.

Respondents overwhelmingly (82%) think that recreational facilities are very important to the enjoyment of

outdoor activities in Ohio (Figure 8.3). The remaining respondents thought that facilities were important

(14.2%) to somewhat important (3.3%). Only one rural respondent stated that facilities were unimportant to

their enjoyment of outdoor recreation in Ohio.
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8.2 Desired Facility Improvements

Table 8.1: Prioritization summary of outdoor recreational facilities that respondents want to have more of in

Ohio.

Facility Priorities First Second Third Fourth Fifth Times Chosen

Natural surface trails 294 413 390 243 149 1489

Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails 264 221 227 199 187 1098

Wildlife viewing/birding areas 344 188 199 154 144 1029

Paved, multi-use trails 364 191 177 176 110 1018

Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds 157 226 248 206 178 1015

Finely crushed stone trails 66 224 235 162 145 832

Mountain biking trails 319 128 104 99 79 729

Developed campgrounds 142 104 149 176 150 721

Equestrian trails 455 164 38 24 23 704

Outdoor pools 111 135 144 124 123 637

Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar 76 128 146 143 143 636

Equestrian camping areas 181 337 52 36 23 629

Fishing areas 146 184 115 109 74 628

Hunting areas 258 130 79 72 60 599

Target/Skeet/Shooting areas 57 88 130 149 127 551

Dog parks 105 87 126 95 127 540

Archery 35 85 126 137 127 510

Climbing/Rappelling walls 68 83 70 100 106 427

ATV/UTV trails 94 125 77 56 54 406

Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment 58 82 87 79 91 397

Splash pads/Spray parks 44 69 109 85 84 391

Historic/Heritage sites 48 67 81 84 103 383

Group camping areas 21 39 62 90 99 311

Scenic drives 19 58 68 79 81 305

Dirt bike/off-road motorcycle riding trails 116 65 37 45 36 299

Sledding/Tubing areas 23 35 56 77 105 296

Cross-country skiing areas 18 48 58 80 79 283

Designated boat camping areas 25 59 73 64 61 282

Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee courses 29 28 63 58 53 231

Ice skating areas 11 29 55 57 71 223

Playgrounds 33 25 46 56 57 217

Winter camping areas 12 26 45 61 62 206

Picnic shelters 25 33 46 41 45 190

Sailing facilities 19 17 20 35 44 135

Motorized boating facilities 15 27 25 34 27 128

Pickleball courts 20 24 20 24 21 109

Downhill skiing areas 4 23 23 29 22 101

Skate park/Skateboarding areas 5 13 25 23 26 92

Tennis courts 7 16 12 26 24 85
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Table 8.1: Prioritization summary of outdoor recreational facilities that respondents want to have more of in

Ohio. (continued)

Facility Priorities First Second Third Fourth Fifth Times Chosen

Volleyball courts 11 13 14 23 22 83

Snowmobiling trails 9 6 24 20 22 81

Basketball courts 12 18 17 18 15 80

Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) courses 12 17 13 19 17 78

Golf – Driving ranges 5 14 17 23 17 76

Baseball/Softball fields 8 8 11 7 14 48

Snowboarding areas 1 6 7 14 16 44

Lacrosse/Rugby fields 3 4 3 6 5 21

Football fields 1 3 2 5 1 12

Concerning public outdoor recreation facilities available in Ohio, when Ohioans were asked how they felt

regarding the abundance of facilities and asked to prioritize the top five that need more, Natural surface trails

(1,489) and Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails (1,098) were number one and two overall (Table

8.1). Also among the facilities that respondents would like to see more of, Wildlife viewing/birding areas

(1,029), Paved, multi-use trails (1,018), and Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds (1,015), rounded out the top

five most chosen. Snowboarding areas (44), Lacrosse/Rugby fields (21), and Football fields (12) had the fewest

responses.

Table 8.2: Top five rankings of facilities that need updating or rehabilitation.

Facility Priorities First Second Third Fourth Fifth Times Chosen

Picnic shelters 146 178 145 109 94 672

Developed campgrounds 214 160 123 55 54 606

Natural surface trails 216 142 78 62 42 540

Finely crushed stone trails 98 154 112 70 59 493

Playgrounds 128 106 84 73 51 442

Historic/Heritage sites 138 78 86 73 60 435

Wildlife viewing/birding areas 163 107 73 55 32 430

Group camping areas 61 105 96 81 69 412

Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails 139 93 75 55 37 399

Paved, multi-use trails 98 70 83 69 58 378

Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds 97 106 69 60 36 368

Fishing areas 103 102 74 45 37 361

Outdoor pools 70 78 59 54 49 310

Scenic drives 56 50 72 55 42 275

Baseball/Softball fields 34 43 42 53 29 201

Basketball courts 23 37 46 49 42 197

Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment 31 48 35 29 41 184

Motorized boating facilities 40 32 38 40 32 182
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Table 8.2: Top five rankings of facilities that need updating or rehabilitation. (continued)

Facility Priorities First Second Third Fourth Fifth Times Chosen

Tennis courts 33 38 41 36 34 182

Hunting areas 40 43 27 36 13 159

Dog parks 35 33 25 32 31 156

Mountain biking trails 31 33 24 38 27 153

Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) courses 42 25 28 23 14 132

Equestrian trails 58 23 19 15 12 127

Archery 22 27 28 24 24 125

Sledding/Tubing areas 14 22 35 28 25 124

Winter camping areas 22 33 20 26 20 121

Equestrian camping areas 41 28 21 11 15 116

Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee courses 17 23 30 28 16 114

Cross-country skiing areas 14 16 30 20 28 108

Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar 18 26 18 28 16 106

Target/Skeet/Shooting areas 18 19 26 25 15 103

Ice skating areas 12 24 20 25 18 99

Volleyball courts 10 17 24 24 22 97

Designated boat camping areas 12 17 17 20 27 93

Sailing facilities 11 13 26 20 19 89

Golf – Driving ranges 5 17 23 21 18 84

Splash pads/Spray parks 11 18 20 16 14 79

Climbing/Rappelling walls 10 15 20 15 19 79

Downhill skiing areas 3 10 17 19 17 66

Skate park/Skateboarding areas 8 12 13 14 15 62

ATV/UTV trails 11 8 13 7 8 47

Football fields 6 8 8 9 12 43

Snowboarding areas 5 3 11 12 7 38

Dirt bike/off-road motorcycle riding trails 5 10 6 9 6 36

Pickleball courts 3 4 3 4 7 21

Snowmobiling trails 2 3 2 8 5 20

Lacrosse/Rugby fields 3 1 3 4 5 16

When Ohioans were asked how they felt regarding the condition of public recreational infrastructure, they were

also invited to prioritize the top five facilities they felt were adequate or needed improvement (e.g. updating,

rehabilitation) (Table 8.2). Overall, Picnic shelters had the most responses for needing improvement and was

chosen the highest number of times (672), followed by Developed campgrounds (606) and Natural surface trails

(540). The improvement of Natural surface trails (216) and Developed campgrounds (214) were most frequently

chosen as number one out of respondents’ top five ranking. Amongst the fewest chosen facilities needing

updates or other improvements were Pickleball courts (21), Snowmobiling trails (20), and Lacrosse/Rugby

fields (16).
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When ranking the importance of funding eight specific outdoor recreational and conservation efforts in

Ohio, Acquire land for preservation of habitat, wetlands, forests, rivers and lakes (3.33) was number one in

importance (Table 8.3). Respondents were also very interested in efforts being focused on Rehabilitate and

upgrade existing park facilities (3.55) and Expand trail network with a focus on developing longer distance

trails (3.56). Integrate technology (6.56) was the least important to respondents.
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Chapter 9

Typical Expenditures

On a typical day engaging in a wide range of outdoor recreational activities on public lands, Ohioans did

not record spending large amounts of money on costs related to transportation, purchasing food, or renting

equipment (Figure 9.1). About eighty three percent of households that responded to the survey spent less

than $100, with the < $20 (32.7%) and $20 - $49 (32.2%) being the most frequently chosen. Less than 9.7%

spent between $100 - $249, while even fewer (4.6%) spent over >$500 engaging in outdoor activities on a

given day.

Figure 9.1: Expenditures of respondents on a typical day engaged in outdoor recreational activity on Ohio

public lands in 2016.
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Ohioans spent more money on a weekend getaway or large scale event associated with outdoor recreation on

public lands (Figure 9.2), and on average went on 4.5 weekend outings per year. Respondents were most

frequently 39.1% spending $100 - $249 on one large scale, weekend getaway, or similar special event, and

were almost as likely to spend over $500 (9.8%) than they would spend less than $49 (11.9%) on a single

large event. Ohio respondents were slightly more likely (23.5%) to spend between $250 to $500 as they were

to spend $50 to $99 (15.7%).

Figure 9.2: Expenditures of respondents for a weekend getaway or large scale event on Ohio public lands in

2016.
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Chapter 10

Appendix

The sections of this appendix includes the answers to free response questions 133, 144, and 158, selected

responses displayed by county, submissions by county, interest by activity, and the final survey tool. Tables

are alphabetized by category or county and then ordered by total responses from high to low.
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10.1 Response List of Equipment Rentable for a Nominal Fee

There were 197 free response answers recorded for question 133: What type of equipment would you like

available to rent for a nominal fee?. These responses were sorted into the eight major categories of outdoor

recreational activities. Note that the water activities category is absent as there were no applicable comments.

Table 10.1: Type of equipment respondents would like to rent for a nominal fee by category

Category Activity Total Responses

Boating Canoe/Kayak 89

Boating Motorized Boat 54

Boating Paddle Board 24

Boating Jet Ski/Waverunner 14

Boating Non-motorized boat 7

Boating PFD 1

Boating Inflatable raft 1

Camping General Camping gear 20

Camping Camper/RV 5

Camping Backcountry gear 4

Camping Cabin 4

Other Outdoor Climbing 15

Other Outdoor Written Guides 2

Other Outdoor Binoculars 2

Other Outdoor Kite flying 1

Other Outdoor Truck for horse trailer 1

Other Outdoor Geocaching 1

Other Outdoor Fitness Instructors 1

Sports Archery 8

Sports Disc Golf 1

Sports Various sports balls 1

Sports Rackets 1

Trail Bikes 13

Trail Horses 9

Trail ATV 8

Trail Mountain Bikes 5

Trail Dirt Bike 1

Wildlife Fishing gear 7

Wildlife Hunting 1

Wildlife Firearm 1

Winter Snowshoes 20

Winter Cross-Country Skiing 12

Winter Snowboard/Skis 9

Winter Ice skates 1

Winter Snowmobile 1
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10.2 Response List of Additional Outdoor Recreational Activities

Participated In

There were 1090 free response answers recorded for question 144: Additional outdoor recreational activities

you or anyone in your household participated in on public lands in Ohio. These responses were sorted into

the eight major categories of outdoor recreational activities.

The highest number of responses in activities not surveyed were for Horse riding/Group rides (125), Fishing

(68), Biking on trials/Group Biking (52), and Plant/Fungi Appreciation (50). There were 65 activities that

were recorded by a single respondent. This question elucidated the difference in the way that individuals

categorize activities that they participate in on public lands. For example, Hunting is an activity listed in the

Wildlife-based category, but may have been missed by survey takers who considered it to be a Sport activity.

Table 10.2: Additional outdoor recreation activities not mentioned in survey.

Category Activity Total Responses

Boating Canoeing/Kayaking 9

Boating Boating 7

Boating Sailing/Sailboat racing 6

Boating Boating/Paddle Event 1

Boating Ferry to island 1

Boating Nighttime Canoeing 1

Boating Cardboard Regatta 1

Camping Camping 31

Camping Camp with horses 18

Camping Cabin 16

Camping Cookout/Picnic 11

Camping Camp fire 10

Camping Backpacking 4

Camping Volunteering to host campers 3

Camping Camper/RV 2

Camping Camp with dogs 1

Camping Camping Clubs 1

Camping Hammocking 1

Camping Primitive Camping 1

Camping Restoration 1

Camping Survivalism Practice 1

Other Outdoor Educational Programs 33

Other Outdoor Art/Photography 21

Other Outdoor Volunteering/Community Service/Clean Ups 19

Other Outdoor General Park Events 14

Other Outdoor Music/Singing/Acting Event 14

Other Outdoor Kids Focused Events 13
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Table 10.2: Additional outdoor recreation activities not mentioned in survey. (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Other Outdoor Festival//Fair/Parade 12

Other Outdoor Meditation/Spiritual/Religious/Peace 11

Other Outdoor Remote control craft/Drones 11

Other Outdoor Dog Training 9

Other Outdoor Motorcycle Road Cruising 9

Other Outdoor Horse Show 8

Other Outdoor Changing Seasons Appreciation 7

Other Outdoor Geocaching/Scavenger events 6

Other Outdoor Geology/Prospecting 6

Other Outdoor Metal Detecting 6

Other Outdoor Personal Events (e.g. birthday, reunion) 6

Other Outdoor Reading 6

Other Outdoor Augmented Reality Mobile Game (ex. Pokemon Go) 5

Other Outdoor Girl/Boy Scouts 5

Other Outdoor Train riding/watching 5

Other Outdoor Horse-drawn Carriage Driving 4

Other Outdoor Historic/Cultural Site Visit 4

Other Outdoor Playgrounds 4

Other Outdoor Citizen Science 3

Other Outdoor Halloween 3

Other Outdoor Mowing the Lawn 3

Other Outdoor Ropes course 3

Other Outdoor Stargazing 3

Other Outdoor Zip Lining 3

Other Outdoor Conservation Efforts 2

Other Outdoor Farmers Market 2

Other Outdoor Fireworks 2

Other Outdoor Letterboxing 2

Other Outdoor Park Board Meetings 2

Other Outdoor Reenactments 2

Other Outdoor Scenic Drives 2

Other Outdoor Shed Hunting 2

Other Outdoor Sunsets 2

Other Outdoor Weather Appreciation 2

Other Outdoor Artifact Collecting 1

Other Outdoor Bell Tower Lights 1

Other Outdoor Charity Bike Rides 1

Other Outdoor Dance 1

Other Outdoor Farming 1

Other Outdoor First-Aid Training 1

Other Outdoor Handicapped Scooter 1

Other Outdoor Kids Field Day 1
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Table 10.2: Additional outdoor recreation activities not mentioned in survey. (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Other Outdoor Leaf pile jumping 1

Other Outdoor Maple Syrup Processing 1

Other Outdoor Park Radio Contest 1

Other Outdoor People Watching 1

Other Outdoor Search and Rescue 1

Other Outdoor Shooting class 1

Other Outdoor Women-Focused Events 1

Other Outdoor Yoga class 1

Sports Cycling-road 16

Sports Roller blading 12

Sports Target shooting 10

Sports Frisbee/Frisbee Golf 8

Sports Walking 8

Sports Scuba Diving 6

Sports Cyclocross (on-road, off-road biking races) 5

Sports Shooting mounted on Horse 4

Sports Triathalon 4

Sports Walk/Run Events 4

Sports Baseball 3

Sports Broomball 3

Sports Climbing 3

Sports Disc Golf 3

Sports Mini Golf 3

Sports Rowing 3

Sports Slacklining 3

Sports Archery 2

Sports Live-action role play battle game 2

Sports Foot/Kick golf 2

Sports Kickball 2

Sports Paragliding 2

Sports Sports Conference/Meeting 2

Sports Atlas Stone Throwing 1

Sports Bike Pump Track 1

Sports Bowfishing 1

Sports Cross-Country Running 1

Sports Football 1

Sports Golf 1

Sports Horse Jumping 1

Sports Horse Polo Fields 1

Sports Horseshoes 1

Sports Mounted Fox chasing 1
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Table 10.2: Additional outdoor recreation activities not mentioned in survey. (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Sports Parkour Acrobatics 1

Sports Obstacle Course 1

Sports Paintball 1

Sports Recumbent Trike 1

Sports Sand Volleyball 1

Sports Shuffleboard 1

Sports Skateboard 1

Sports Spike Ball 1

Sports Swordsmanship 1

Sports Canicross (cross country with dog) 1

Trail Horse riding/Group rides 125

Trail Biking on trials/Group Biking 52

Trail Dog trails 48

Trail Hiking 41

Trail Trail Maintenance/Cleanup 35

Trail Off road car/Jeep 24

Trail Trail Running 12

Trail Competitive Hiking/Trail Running 11

Trail Trail Building/Clearing 11

Trail Dirt Biking/Group motorcycle rides 10

Trail Scheduled/Guided Hikes 9

Trail ATV/UTV riding 8

Trail Mountain bike racing 8

Trail Competitve Horse Riding 6

Trail Backcountry/Off-trail hiking 2

Trail Horse riding classes 1

Trail Night Hikes 1

Trail Nighttime Horse Riding 1

Water Fossil/Shell collecting 12

Water Creeking 9

Water Beach time (walking or relaxing) 8

Water Swimming 7

Water Cleanups 6

Water Kiteboarded/windsurfing 5

Water Tubing 4

Water Water quality monitoring 3

Water Seaglassing 2

Water Waterfall appreciation 2

Water Whitewater kayak 2

Water Water Skiing 2

Water Fish stocking event 1
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Table 10.2: Additional outdoor recreation activities not mentioned in survey. (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Water Dog swimming 1

Water Group water events 1

Water Reclamation 1

Water Therapy/Healing 1

Wildlife-based Fishing 68

Wildlife-based Plant/Fungi Appreciation 50

Wildlife-based Foraging (plants, fungi, antlers) 44

Wildlife-based Hunting (deer, turkey) 40

Wildlife-based Birding 22

Wildlife-based General wildlife/nature appreciation 21

Wildlife-based Insect Appreciation 15

Wildlife-based Surveying/bioblitz 10

Wildlife-based Herping (reptiles and amphibians) 9

Wildlife-based Tracking and Trapping 9

Wildlife-based Invasive Species removal/workshop 6

Wildlife-based Bird/Bat/Bee House Making 3

Wildlife-based Botanical Gardens/Designed areas 3

Wildlife-based Native Species Planting 3

Wildlife-based Tree Canopy Rope Bridge Tour 2

Wildlife-based Falconry 1

Wildlife-based Fox hunting 1

Wildlife-based Herding with Dogs 1

Wildlife-based Raccoon Hunting 1

Wildlife-based Research 1

Winter Cross Country Skiing 4

Winter Winter Hike 3

Winter Ice climbing 2

Winter Snow biking 2

Winter Winter Birding 2

Winter Ice fishing 1

Winter Ice Hockey 1

Winter Sledding 1

Winter Snoga (yoga in snow) 1

Winter Winter Horse back riding 1

Winter Skijoring (pulled by horse on skis) 1
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10.3 Other Comments

There were 767 free response answers recorded for question 158: Other comments. These responses were

sorted into the eight major categories of outdoor recreational activities along with two additional categories -

County Specific and General.

Table 10.3: Other comments

Category Activity Total Responses

Boating Kayak/Canoe access and facilities 5

Boating More kayaks/canoes 5

Boating Boat ramp - general maintenance and improve lighting 4

Boating Handicap accessibility at boat launches 1

Boating Keep horsepower limits 1

Boating Kids kayaking 1

Boating Replace limited HP lakes with limited speed or no-wake lakes 1

Boating Sailing 1

Boating Kayak equipment rentals 1

Boating Kayak Anglers 1

Camping Horse campgrounds-expand and improve with electricity 47

Camping Camping-general appreciation 17

Camping Electric/water hookups 11

Camping More campsites/campgrounds 6

Camping Backcountry camping 4

Camping Free camping 4

Camping Lodges/cabins 4

Camping Biking and camping together. 3

Camping Cookout/Picnic 2

Camping Larger and improved RV campsites 2

Camping Open state forests to camping 2

Camping Primitive camping (just a fire ring) 2

Camping Update campsites 2

Camping Campfires 1

Camping Camping with no animals 1

Camping Handicap accessible camping 1

Camping More recycling in campgrounds 1

Camping Organized trips/activities 1

Camping Remove camping lottery system 1

Camping Stop allowing camping 1

Camping Themed camping trips (e.g. quilting and camping) 1

Camping Waterfront campsites 1

County Specific Athens - do not frack the Wayne 5

County Specific Tuscarawas - need Erie towpath trail 5

County Specific Ashland - Mohican state park is great 2
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

County Specific Cuyahoga - good hiking 2

County Specific Delaware - Alum Creek is too congested and noisy 2

County Specific Hocking - hocking hills are great 2

County Specific Medina - need to repair creek crossing in Hinckley 2

County Specific Morrow - need more room for horse trailers in Mt. Gilead SP 2

County Specific Adams - horse trails need limestone screenings 1

County Specific Ashland - Mohican needs more room for horse trailers 1

County Specific Ashland and Richland - I enjoy the special events at Pleaseant Hill Lake 1

County Specific Ashtabula - needs more fishing 1

County Specific Ashtabula - Pymatuning needs shelter areas for storms 1

County Specific Athens - not good for winter sports 1

County Specific Athens - off road vehicle riding in Wayne national forest need to be safer 1

County Specific Auglaize - expand walking paths 1

County Specific Brown - too few public spaces 1

County Specific Butler - more mountain biking trails 1

County Specific Butler and Preble - trails in Hueston Woods need repair and local groups need support 1

County Specific Clark - Buck creek is great 1

County Specific Clermont - concerned about rowing events closing beach area 1

County Specific Clermont - do more educational and informational events 1

County Specific Clermont - in East Fork State Park there are too many no wake zones and not enough water skiing areas) 1

County Specific Clermont - playground, picnic, and general facilities were in bad shape 1

County Specific Crawford - increase or add fish/pheasant stocking 1

County Specific Cuyahoga - Cuyahoga Nat’l Park is great 1

County Specific Cuyahoga - need more dirt on horse trails 1

County Specific Cuyahoga - quiet and peaceful 1

County Specific Cuyahoga - wedding was nice in Cuyahga Nat’l Park 1

County Specific Delaware - not safe for swimming but good kayaking 1

County Specific Franklin - expanded mountain bike trails 1

County Specific Franklin - Good Foot Golf 1

County Specific Franklin - add more trails and towers for birdwatching 1

County Specific Geauga - add horse camping facilities 1

County Specific Geauga - remove Tim Grendell from parks oversight 1

County Specific Greene - Beach pavilion needs maintenance 1

County Specific Greene - Sugarcreek Metropark is great 1

County Specific Guernsey - Upgrade camping sites allow more bow hunting 1

County Specific Hamilton - love Miami Whitewater Forest 1

County Specific Highland and Ross - Trails need work in Paint Creek Park 1

County Specific Highland/Ross - Paint Creek State Parks needs management change 1

County Specific Hocking - horse rides are great but riders are not treated well at facilities 1

County Specific Hocking - Open Tar Hollow to mountain biking 1

County Specific Hocking - stopped camping in Ohio State parks due to an incident at Tar Hollow State park 1
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

County Specific Hocking - Tar Hollow facilities in poor condition 1

County Specific Hocking - Tar Hollow is one of the few places in OH where Jeeps can drive offroad 1

County Specific Jefferson - neglected parks 1

County Specific Lake - Good for ATVs 1

County Specific Lake - need to add mountain bike trails 1

County Specific Lorain - more RV electric sites 1

County Specific Lucas - better boat ramps 1

County Specific Lucas - looking forward to investments in Toledo metroparks 1

County Specific Lucas - more horse trails 1

County Specific Lucas - needs shooting range, needs beach park, needs shelterhouses, needs to finish trails 1

County Specific Madison - Deer creek lodge is great 1

County Specific Mahoning - Lake Milton State park needs improvement and more rentals 1

County Specific Mahoning - Mill Creek Park is great 1

County Specific Mahoning - need river reclaimation 1

County Specific Mahoning - Paddle Palooza was great 1

County Specific Medina - weak in hiking and biking trails 1

County Specific Medina - fix horse trails 1

County Specific Mercer - fix spillway and convert farmland to water buffer 1

County Specific Mercer and Auglaize - stop draining water off the grand lake 1

County Specific Miami - more multi-use horse trails 1

County Specific Muskingum - improve facilities 1

County Specific Ottawa - more picnic pavilions 1

County Specific Ottawa - need to improve boat ramps 1

County Specific Portage - clean up Tinkers Creek 1

County Specific Richland - upgrade Fowler Woods 1

County Specific Ross and Pike - more mountain bike trails 1

County Specific Scioto - an untapped resource 1

County Specific Scioto - shawnee forest looks like it has been bombed and the lakes are unclean 1

County Specific Summit - wonderful parks 1

County Specific Tuscarawas - little to offer for public outdoor recreation facilities 1

County Specific Vinton - Add hunting trips, camping, and cottages at Lake Hope 1

County Specific Vinton - love lake hope lodge restaurant 1

County Specific Vinton - reopen motorcycle trails 1

County Specific Warren - Ceasar’s Creek Lake needs more fishing areas 1

County Specific Warren - Stonelick for stargazing 1

County Specific Wayne - extend heartland trail 1

County Specific Wyandot - create primitive campgrounds 1

County Specific Wyandot - needs canoe access and archery 1

General Leave OH to visit parks for various reasons (mostly off-road vehicles and horse riding) 44

General Generally content 32

General Hard to use/don’t like this survey 23

General Using parks less than before 22
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

General No oil/gas drilling or mining on public lands 21

General More parks/natural areas/public land 20

General Maintain/improve existing parks and facilities 19

General Not enough free time to use parks 10

General Stop or decrease timbering/logging 9

General Metroparks are great 7

General Restrooms - more and better 7

General Increase fees/taxes to build financial support 6

General Cannot afford fees, etc. 5

General Unsatisfied with OH parks/facilities 5

General Booking for programs too difficult/always full 4

General Improve foot/biking/public transportation to parks 4

General Starting to use parks more 4

General Thankful for this survey 4

General Advertising/promotion and electronic and print materials 3

General More parking 3

General Some parks feel unsafe 3

General I use private land instead of parks 3

General Hire more DNR employees 3

General Clean up 2

General Common park user 2

General Fewer parking lots and roads 2

General More public water fountains 2

General ODNR should visit other state DNR’s in order to learn new things 2

General Indirect costs (transportation, food, etc.) are prohibitive 2

General Wish parks were closer to me 2

General Privatize state parks 2

General Enforce policies (no alcohol dogs on leash) 1

General Handicap accessibility 1

General More roads 1

General NW Ohio is underserved 1

General Overly aggressive enforcement of policies 1

General Worried about new charges/fees 1

General Less roads 1

General Repurpose existing buildings before destroying them 1

General More recycling options 1

General I work for a park district 1

Other Outdoor Separate motorized and non motorized activities 13

Other Outdoor Expanded outdoor education 10

Other Outdoor Remove or reduce built infratructure in parks 10

Other Outdoor Promote passive and peaceful activities (versus motorized or active recreation) 9

Other Outdoor More natural areas/conservation 8
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Other Outdoor Dog parks/walks 5

Other Outdoor Free activities/admission 3

Other Outdoor Boy/Girl Scouts 3

Other Outdoor Horse education 3

Other Outdoor More activities should be offered in general 3

Other Outdoor Photography and education/resources 3

Other Outdoor Playgrounds (more, better, and shaded areas) 3

Other Outdoor Prospecting/metal detecting 3

Other Outdoor Volunteerism/Charity 3

Other Outdoor Youth/family activities 3

Other Outdoor Digital support for recreation (not digital games but digital guides, etc.) 2

Other Outdoor Separate recreation/sport from nature appreciation 2

Other Outdoor Shed Hunting 2

Other Outdoor Support active outdoor recreation 2

Other Outdoor Weekday activities (versus weekend) 2

Other Outdoor Limit large-scale events in parks 1

Other Outdoor Climbing area development 1

Other Outdoor Drone usage expanded 1

Other Outdoor Geocaching/Scavenger hunting 1

Other Outdoor Getaway weekends 1

Other Outdoor Horse facilities 1

Other Outdoor Naturalist/guide engagement with visitors 1

Other Outdoor Off-road motorcycle community underserved 1

Other Outdoor Professional/corporate events 1

Other Outdoor State park passport books 1

Other Outdoor Too many playgrounds 1

Other Outdoor Add Water Parks 1

Other Outdoor Urban sprawl is a problem 1

Other Outdoor Allow for limited alcohol consumption 1

Other Outdoor Women’s weekend is good 1

Other Outdoor Vendor initiatives 1

Other Outdoor Visit parks for many reasons 1

Other Outdoor Enjoy using Golden Buckeye Card 1

Sports Horse Events/Shows 7

Sports Cycling 4

Sports Archery 3

Sports Shooting range 3

Sports Bicycle tracks/parks 2

Sports Golfing - course improvements 2

Sports Shooting areas 2

Sports Bocce ball 1
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Sports Cyclocross 1

Sports Dirt bike tracks 1

Sports Disc golf 1

Sports Fitness Stations 1

Sports Foot golf course 1

Sports Pickleball courts 1

Sports Rock climbing 1

Sports Scuba diving 1

Sports Triathalon 1

Sports Trike accessibility for the disabled 1

Sports Tennis/tennis courts 1

Sports Kiteboarding areas 1

Sports Swimming 1

Sports Ultimate Frisbee 1

Sports Stargazing 1

Sports Skateparks 1

Trail Horse trails-more and better 61

Trail Mountain Biking/trails 27

Trail Trail Expansion/Maintenance 21

Trail Jeep trails/Full size vehicle trails 19

Trail ATV/dirt bike trails-more 16

Trail Hiking 11

Trail Long distance trails 10

Trail Biking trails-general 9

Trail Paved trails 9

Trail Increase trail network connectivity 7

Trail Backpacking 5

Trail Update trail markers 5

Trail Less horse trails 4

Trail Multi-use trails 4

Trail Walking trails 4

Trail Rails to trails 4

Trail Dog trails 3

Trail Trail running 3

Trail Trail widening - for motorized vehicles 3

Trail Advanced mountain bike trails 2

Trail ATVs - fewer restrictions 2

Trail Maps for hikers-better/more 2

Trail Buckeye Trail Association 1

Trail Guided excursions 1

Trail Horse-drawn vehicles trails 1

Trail Primitive trails 1
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Table 10.3: Other comments (continued)

Category Activity Total Responses

Trail Water trails 1

Trail No limestone on horse trails 1

Trail Single-use trails 1

Trail Bridle tag system for horse trails 1

Water River reclaimation 3

Water Polluted lakes 1

Water Adult swimming areas 1

Water Expand beaches 1

Water Acid mine drainage cleanup 1

Water Limit fracking waste water sites 1

Water Clean up swimming areas 1

Water Toxic algae is a threat 1

Water Water quality improvements - general 1

Water Ohio river is dirty 1

Wildlife More wildlife/non-human areas 20

Wildlife Expansion and protection of hunting/fishing 13

Wildlife Birdwatching 7

Wildlife Fishing 7

Wildlife Limit intrusive activities in wildlife areas 5

Wildlife Invasive species removal 4

Wildlife General appreciation of wildlife is enjoyed 3

Wildlife Wetlands/habitat protection 3

Wildlife Stock fish in rivers and lakes 2

Wildlife Protections of fish 1

Wildlife More fishing options in NW Ohio 1

Wildlife Built infrastructure for wildlife appreciation 1

Wildlife Native species reestablishment 1

Wildlife Wildlife refuges open more to visitors 1

Wildlife Hunt pesky waterfowl in parks 1

Wildlife Less deer hunting 1

Wildlife Manage deer in suburbs 1

Wildlife Wildlife corridor establishment 1

Winter More snow 2

Winter Ski areas 2

Winter Cheaper entry fees in winter 1

Winter Ice Climbing 1

Winter More toilets open in winter 1

Winter Snowmobile trails 1

Winter Winter hikes 1

Winter Weather too unpredictable for winter sports 1

Winter Winter sport equipment rentals 1
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10.4 Top Five Facilities per County that Respondents Want More

Of on Ohio Public Lands

Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands.

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Adams 1 4 Wildlife Fishing areas

Adams 2 4 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Adams 3 3 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Adams 4 3 Wildlife Hunting areas

Adams 5 3 Trails Natural surface trails

Allen 1 12 Camping Developed campgrounds

Allen 2 12 Trails Natural surface trails

Allen 3 11 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Allen 4 11 Other Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment

Allen 5 10 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Ashland 1 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Ashland 2 9 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Ashland 3 7 Trails Natural surface trails

Ashland 4 7 Sports Archery

Ashland 5 7 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Ashtabula 1 29 Trails Natural surface trails

Ashtabula 2 27 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Ashtabula 3 24 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Ashtabula 4 24 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Ashtabula 5 24 Winter Cross-country skiing areas

Athens 1 48 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Athens 2 41 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Athens 3 34 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Athens 4 34 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Athens 5 34 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Auglaize 1 10 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Auglaize 2 9 Trails Natural surface trails

Auglaize 3 8 Wildlife Hunting areas

Auglaize 4 8 Trails Mountain biking trails

Auglaize 5 8 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Belmont 1 7 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Belmont 2 5 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Belmont 3 5 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Belmont 4 4 Trails Natural surface trails

Belmont 5 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Brown 1 12 Water Outdoor pools

Brown 2 10 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Brown 3 9 Trails Finely crushed stone trails
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Brown 4 9 Trails Mountain biking trails

Brown 5 9 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Butler 1 42 Trails Natural surface trails

Butler 2 37 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Butler 3 34 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Butler 4 34 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Butler 5 31 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Carroll 1 9 Trails Natural surface trails

Carroll 2 8 Trails Equestrian trails

Carroll 3 7 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Carroll 4 7 Other Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment

Carroll 5 6 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Champaign 1 7 Other Historic/Heritage sites

Champaign 2 6 Camping Developed campgrounds

Champaign 3 6 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Champaign 4 6 Water Outdoor pools

Champaign 5 6 Sports Archery

Clark 1 17 Water Outdoor pools

Clark 2 12 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Clark 3 11 Other Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment

Clark 4 10 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Clark 5 10 Trails Equestrian trails

Clermont 1 54 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Clermont 2 54 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Clermont 3 52 Water Outdoor pools

Clermont 4 51 Trails Natural surface trails

Clermont 5 48 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Clinton 1 20 Water Outdoor pools

Clinton 2 19 Trails Natural surface trails

Clinton 3 17 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Clinton 4 16 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Clinton 5 15 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Columbiana 1 12 Trails Natural surface trails

Columbiana 2 12 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Columbiana 3 10 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Columbiana 4 9 Trails Equestrian trails

Columbiana 5 9 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Coshocton 1 9 Trails Natural surface trails

Coshocton 2 8 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Coshocton 3 8 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Coshocton 4 8 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Coshocton 5 8 Trails Paved, multi-use trails
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Crawford 1 13 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Crawford 2 10 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Crawford 3 10 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Crawford 4 9 Trails Natural surface trails

Crawford 5 9 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Cuyahoga 1 180 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Cuyahoga 2 167 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Cuyahoga 3 149 Trails Natural surface trails

Cuyahoga 4 125 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Cuyahoga 5 123 Trails Mountain biking trails

Darke 1 12 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Darke 2 9 Trails Natural surface trails

Darke 3 9 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Darke 4 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Darke 5 8 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Defiance 1 5 Sports Archery

Defiance 2 5 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Defiance 3 4 Trails Natural surface trails

Defiance 4 4 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Defiance 5 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Delaware 1 63 Trails Natural surface trails

Delaware 2 47 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Delaware 3 45 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Delaware 4 44 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Delaware 5 42 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Erie 1 35 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Erie 2 32 Water Outdoor pools

Erie 3 32 Winter Ice skating areas

Erie 4 31 Trails Natural surface trails

Erie 5 31 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Fairfield 1 35 Trails Natural surface trails

Fairfield 2 29 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Fairfield 3 25 Camping Developed campgrounds

Fairfield 4 25 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Fairfield 5 24 Trails Equestrian trails

Fayette 1 5 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Fayette 2 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Fayette 3 4 Sports Basketball courts

Fayette 4 4 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Fayette 5 3 Wildlife Fishing areas

Franklin 1 258 Trails Natural surface trails
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Franklin 2 223 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Franklin 3 209 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Franklin 4 201 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Franklin 5 199 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Fulton 1 11 Water Outdoor pools

Fulton 2 11 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Fulton 3 10 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Fulton 4 9 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Fulton 5 9 Other Dog parks

Gallia 1 10 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Gallia 2 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Gallia 3 8 Camping Developed campgrounds

Gallia 4 8 Water Outdoor pools

Gallia 5 7 Camping Group camping areas

Geauga 1 62 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Geauga 2 57 Trails Natural surface trails

Geauga 3 45 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Geauga 4 45 Trails Equestrian trails

Geauga 5 41 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Greene 1 39 Trails Natural surface trails

Greene 2 32 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Greene 3 32 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Greene 4 31 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Greene 5 31 Water Outdoor pools

Guernsey 1 14 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Guernsey 2 13 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Guernsey 3 12 Trails ATV/UTV trails

Guernsey 4 12 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Guernsey 5 11 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Hamilton 1 102 Trails Natural surface trails

Hamilton 2 80 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Hamilton 3 69 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Hamilton 4 66 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Hamilton 5 65 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Hancock 1 16 Trails Natural surface trails

Hancock 2 14 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Hancock 3 13 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Hancock 4 12 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Hancock 5 11 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Hardin 1 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Hardin 2 3 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Hardin 3 3 Trails Natural surface trails

87



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 151

Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Hardin 4 3 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Hardin 5 3 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Harrison 1 5 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Harrison 2 5 Trails ATV/UTV trails

Harrison 3 5 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Harrison 4 4 Water Outdoor pools

Harrison 5 4 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Henry 1 10 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Henry 2 9 Trails Equestrian trails

Henry 3 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Henry 4 8 Other Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment

Henry 5 7 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Highland 1 7 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Highland 2 7 Other Historic/Heritage sites

Highland 3 6 Camping Developed campgrounds

Highland 4 6 Water Outdoor pools

Highland 5 6 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Hocking 1 12 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Hocking 2 11 Trails Natural surface trails

Hocking 3 11 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Hocking 4 11 Sports Archery

Hocking 5 10 Water Outdoor pools

Holmes 1 13 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Holmes 2 12 Trails Equestrian trails

Holmes 3 11 Trails Natural surface trails

Holmes 4 10 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Holmes 5 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Huron 1 12 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Huron 2 11 Other Historic/Heritage sites

Huron 3 10 Trails Equestrian trails

Huron 4 10 Sports Archery

Huron 5 10 Other Scenic drives

Jackson 1 10 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Jackson 2 9 Other Playgrounds

Jackson 3 9 Other Scenic drives

Jackson 4 8 Trails Natural surface trails

Jackson 5 8 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Jefferson 1 10 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Jefferson 2 8 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Jefferson 3 8 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Jefferson 4 8 Winter Ice skating areas

Jefferson 5 7 Trails Natural surface trails
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Knox 1 13 Trails Equestrian trails

Knox 2 11 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Knox 3 10 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Knox 4 10 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Knox 5 10 Trails Natural surface trails

Lake 1 42 Trails Natural surface trails

Lake 2 39 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Lake 3 32 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Lake 4 32 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Lake 5 31 Sports Archery

Lawrence 1 4 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Lawrence 2 3 Trails Natural surface trails

Lawrence 3 3 Trails Mountain biking trails

Lawrence 4 3 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Lawrence 5 3 Winter Ice skating areas

Licking 1 39 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Licking 2 36 Trails Natural surface trails

Licking 3 35 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Licking 4 31 Trails Mountain biking trails

Licking 5 31 Trails Equestrian trails

Logan 1 11 Trails Natural surface trails

Logan 2 10 Wildlife Hunting areas

Logan 3 9 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Logan 4 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Logan 5 8 Trails Equestrian trails

Lorain 1 45 Trails Natural surface trails

Lorain 2 40 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Lorain 3 39 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Lorain 4 39 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Lorain 5 37 Water Outdoor pools

Lucas 1 96 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Lucas 2 90 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Lucas 3 88 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Lucas 4 85 Water Outdoor pools

Lucas 5 82 Other Dog parks

Madison 1 16 Trails Equestrian trails

Madison 2 14 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Madison 3 13 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Madison 4 12 Other Historic/Heritage sites

Madison 5 12 Other Dog parks

Mahoning 1 24 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Mahoning 2 22 Trails Mountain biking trails

Mahoning 3 20 Other Outdoor adult fitness areas with equipment

Mahoning 4 18 Water Outdoor pools

Mahoning 5 18 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Marion 1 11 Water Outdoor pools

Marion 2 11 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Marion 3 10 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Marion 4 10 Sports Archery

Marion 5 10 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Medina 1 45 Trails Natural surface trails

Medina 2 35 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Medina 3 35 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Medina 4 34 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Medina 5 33 Camping Developed campgrounds

Meigs 1 5 Camping Developed campgrounds

Meigs 2 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Meigs 3 4 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Meigs 4 4 Camping Group camping areas

Meigs 5 4 Trails Natural surface trails

Mercer 1 12 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Mercer 2 11 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Mercer 3 10 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Mercer 4 8 Trails Natural surface trails

Mercer 5 8 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Miami 1 23 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Miami 2 20 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Miami 3 19 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Miami 4 17 Wildlife Hunting areas

Miami 5 16 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Monroe 1 2 Trails Natural surface trails

Monroe 2 2 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Monroe 3 2 Other Picnic shelters

Monroe 4 1 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Monroe 5 1 Wildlife Hunting areas

Montgomery 1 75 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Montgomery 2 75 Trails Natural surface trails

Montgomery 3 72 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Montgomery 4 67 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Montgomery 5 65 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Morgan 1 3 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Morgan 2 2 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Morgan 3 2 Camping Designated boat camping areas
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Morgan 4 2 Trails Natural surface trails

Morgan 5 2 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Morrow 1 12 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Morrow 2 11 Trails Equestrian trails

Morrow 3 8 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Morrow 4 7 Wildlife Hunting areas

Morrow 5 7 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Muskingum 1 36 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Muskingum 2 31 Water Outdoor pools

Muskingum 3 28 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Muskingum 4 28 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Muskingum 5 27 Trails Natural surface trails

Noble 1 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Noble 2 3 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Noble 3 3 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Noble 4 2 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Noble 5 2 Wildlife Fishing areas

Ottawa 1 24 Trails Natural surface trails

Ottawa 2 23 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Ottawa 3 22 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Ottawa 4 21 Winter Cross-country skiing areas

Ottawa 5 20 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Paulding 1 2 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Paulding 2 2 Wildlife Fishing areas

Paulding 3 2 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Paulding 4 2 Camping Group camping areas

Paulding 5 2 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Perry 1 10 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Perry 2 9 Camping Developed campgrounds

Perry 3 8 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Perry 4 8 Winter Winter camping areas

Perry 5 8 Other Historic/Heritage sites

Pickaway 1 15 Water Outdoor pools

Pickaway 2 13 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Pickaway 3 12 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Pickaway 4 12 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Pickaway 5 10 Trails Natural surface trails

Pike 1 9 Trails Equestrian trails

Pike 2 8 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Pike 3 8 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Pike 4 7 Camping Developed campgrounds

Pike 5 6 Wildlife Fishing areas
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Portage 1 43 Water Outdoor pools

Portage 2 43 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Portage 3 39 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Portage 4 36 Trails Natural surface trails

Portage 5 36 Sports Archery

Preble 1 5 Other Scenic drives

Preble 2 4 Trails Natural surface trails

Preble 3 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Preble 4 4 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Preble 5 4 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Putnam 1 7 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Putnam 2 6 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Putnam 3 6 Trails Natural surface trails

Putnam 4 6 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Putnam 5 5 Camping Developed campgrounds

Richland 1 12 Trails Natural surface trails

Richland 2 11 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Richland 3 9 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Richland 4 9 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Richland 5 8 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Ross 1 38 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Ross 2 33 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Ross 3 28 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Ross 4 27 Water Outdoor pools

Ross 5 26 Trails Natural surface trails

Sandusky 1 21 Trails Natural surface trails

Sandusky 2 18 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Sandusky 3 17 Camping Developed campgrounds

Sandusky 4 17 Sports Archery

Sandusky 5 15 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Scioto 1 33 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Scioto 2 29 Water Outdoor pools

Scioto 3 29 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Scioto 4 28 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Scioto 5 28 Other Dog parks

Seneca 1 10 Trails Natural surface trails

Seneca 2 9 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Seneca 3 9 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Seneca 4 9 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Seneca 5 9 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Shelby 1 7 Trails Natural surface trails
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Shelby 2 7 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Shelby 3 6 Sports Archery

Shelby 4 6 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Shelby 5 5 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Stark 1 59 Trails Natural surface trails

Stark 2 49 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Stark 3 43 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Stark 4 43 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Stark 5 39 Water Outdoor pools

Summit 1 123 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Summit 2 119 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Summit 3 98 Water Outdoor pools

Summit 4 97 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Summit 5 94 Camping Developed campgrounds

Trumbull 1 27 Water Outdoor pools

Trumbull 2 25 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Trumbull 3 23 Trails Natural surface trails

Trumbull 4 23 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Trumbull 5 23 Water Splash pads/Spray parks

Tuscarawas 1 19 Trails Natural surface trails

Tuscarawas 2 19 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Tuscarawas 3 19 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Tuscarawas 4 19 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Tuscarawas 5 17 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Union 1 22 Trails Natural surface trails

Union 2 16 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Union 3 15 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Union 4 14 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Union 5 14 Trails Mountain biking trails

Van Wert 1 5 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Van Wert 2 5 Water Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, other similar

Van Wert 3 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Van Wert 4 4 Wildlife Fishing areas

Van Wert 5 4 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Vinton 1 5 Camping Equestrian camping areas

Vinton 2 5 Trails Equestrian trails

Vinton 3 5 Water Outdoor pools

Vinton 4 4 Wildlife Hunting areas

Vinton 5 4 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Warren 1 49 Trails Natural surface trails

Warren 2 39 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Warren 3 35 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas
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Table 10.4: Top facilities by county that respondents want more of on Ohio public lands. (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Facility

Warren 4 33 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Warren 5 31 Trails Equestrian trails

Washington 1 10 Trails Natural surface trails

Washington 2 10 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Washington 3 9 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Washington 4 9 Sports Target/Skeet/Shooting areas

Washington 5 8 Wildlife Wildlife viewing/birding areas

Wayne 1 33 Trails Natural surface trails

Wayne 2 32 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Wayne 3 29 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Wayne 4 22 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Wayne 5 21 Winter Sledding/Tubing areas

Williams 1 5 Trails Natural surface trails

Williams 2 4 Trails Mountain biking trails

Williams 3 4 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Williams 4 4 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Williams 5 3 Trails Finely crushed stone trails

Wood 1 33 Other Dog parks

Wood 2 32 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails

Wood 3 32 Sports Climbing/Rappelling walls

Wood 4 31 Trails Natural surface trails

Wood 5 29 Trails Paved, multi-use trails

Wyandot 1 5 Other Picnic shelters

Wyandot 2 4 Camping Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds

Wyandot 3 4 Camping Developed campgrounds

Wyandot 4 4 Camping Group camping areas

Wyandot 5 4 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails
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10.5 Top Five Outdoor Recreational Activities Participated in by

County

Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Adams 1 7 Wildlife Nature photography

Adams 2 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Adams 3 7 Other Scenic driving

Adams 4 6 Wildlife Birdwatching

Adams 5 6 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Allen 1 19 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Allen 2 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Allen 3 17 Other Scenic driving

Allen 4 16 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Allen 5 16 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Ashland 1 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Ashland 2 17 Other Scenic driving

Ashland 3 16 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Ashland 4 15 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Ashland 5 14 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Ashtabula 1 36 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Ashtabula 2 36 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Ashtabula 3 32 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Ashtabula 4 31 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Ashtabula 5 31 Other Scenic driving

Athens 1 100 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Athens 2 82 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Athens 3 78 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Athens 4 77 Other Scenic driving

Athens 5 75 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Auglaize 1 20 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Auglaize 2 19 Other Scenic driving

Auglaize 3 18 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Auglaize 4 18 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Auglaize 5 17 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Belmont 1 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Belmont 2 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Belmont 3 7 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Belmont 4 6 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Belmont 5 6 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Brown 1 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Brown 2 12 Other Scenic driving

Brown 3 11 Wildlife Wildlife viewing
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Brown 4 11 Other Picnicking with shelter

Brown 5 10 Camping Group camping or camping as part of an event

Butler 1 74 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Butler 2 69 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Butler 3 62 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Butler 4 60 Other Scenic driving

Butler 5 60 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Carroll 1 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Carroll 2 12 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Carroll 3 11 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Carroll 4 10 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Carroll 5 10 Other Scenic driving

Champaign 1 13 Other Picnicking without shelter

Champaign 2 12 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Champaign 3 11 Other Picnicking with shelter

Champaign 4 11 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Champaign 5 10 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Clark 1 37 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Clark 2 34 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Clark 3 34 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Clark 4 29 Other Scenic driving

Clark 5 27 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Clermont 1 103 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Clermont 2 88 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Clermont 3 85 Other Scenic driving

Clermont 4 80 Other Picnicking without shelter

Clermont 5 79 Other Picnicking with shelter

Clinton 1 33 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Clinton 2 29 Other Scenic driving

Clinton 3 26 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Clinton 4 26 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Clinton 5 25 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Columbiana 1 24 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Columbiana 2 23 Other Scenic driving

Columbiana 3 20 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Columbiana 4 19 Other Picnicking without shelter

Columbiana 5 18 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Coshocton 1 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Coshocton 2 11 Other Picnicking without shelter

Coshocton 3 11 Other Scenic driving

Coshocton 4 10 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Coshocton 5 10 Trails Walking on a paved trail
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Crawford 1 16 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Crawford 2 16 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Crawford 3 15 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Crawford 4 14 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Crawford 5 14 Other Scenic driving

Cuyahoga 1 399 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Cuyahoga 2 371 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Cuyahoga 3 366 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Cuyahoga 4 316 Other Scenic driving

Cuyahoga 5 299 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Darke 1 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Darke 2 15 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Darke 3 15 Other Scenic driving

Darke 4 14 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Darke 5 14 Other Picnicking with shelter

Defiance 1 5 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Defiance 2 5 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Defiance 3 4 Wildlife Hunting

Defiance 4 4 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Defiance 5 4 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Delaware 1 121 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Delaware 2 104 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Delaware 3 99 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Delaware 4 90 Other Scenic driving

Delaware 5 87 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Erie 1 63 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Erie 2 57 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Erie 3 53 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Erie 4 48 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Erie 5 47 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Fairfield 1 79 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Fairfield 2 69 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Fairfield 3 66 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Fairfield 4 61 Other Scenic driving

Fairfield 5 58 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Fayette 1 10 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Fayette 2 10 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Fayette 3 8 Other Scenic driving

Fayette 4 7 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Fayette 5 7 Camping Camping in a tent or pop-up camper in a developed campground

Franklin 1 531 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Franklin 2 492 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Franklin 3 487 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Franklin 4 398 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Franklin 5 396 Other Scenic driving

Fulton 1 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Fulton 2 16 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Fulton 3 15 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Fulton 4 14 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Fulton 5 13 Other Playground

Gallia 1 9 Water Swimming in an outdoor pool

Gallia 2 8 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Gallia 3 8 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Gallia 4 8 Other Scenic driving

Gallia 5 7 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Geauga 1 136 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Geauga 2 131 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Geauga 3 126 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Geauga 4 120 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Geauga 5 110 Other Scenic driving

Greene 1 93 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Greene 2 83 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Greene 3 82 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Greene 4 67 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Greene 5 67 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Guernsey 1 26 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Guernsey 2 26 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Guernsey 3 23 Other Scenic driving

Guernsey 4 21 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Guernsey 5 19 Wildlife Birdwatching

Hamilton 1 171 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Hamilton 2 155 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Hamilton 3 151 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Hamilton 4 123 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Hamilton 5 118 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Hancock 1 20 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Hancock 2 19 Other Scenic driving

Hancock 3 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Hancock 4 17 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Hancock 5 16 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Hardin 1 6 Other Scenic driving

Hardin 2 5 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Hardin 3 5 Other Picnicking with shelter
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Hardin 4 5 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Hardin 5 4 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Harrison 1 10 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Harrison 2 9 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Harrison 3 9 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Harrison 4 7 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Harrison 5 7 Other Picnicking with shelter

Henry 1 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Henry 2 12 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Henry 3 12 Other Picnicking without shelter

Henry 4 11 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Henry 5 11 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Highland 1 9 Other Picnicking without shelter

Highland 2 9 Other Scenic driving

Highland 3 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Highland 4 7 Other Picnicking with shelter

Highland 5 7 Other Playground

Hocking 1 23 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Hocking 2 19 Other Scenic driving

Hocking 3 18 Wildlife Birdwatching

Hocking 4 18 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Hocking 5 17 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Holmes 1 22 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Holmes 2 21 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Holmes 3 20 Other Scenic driving

Holmes 4 18 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Holmes 5 16 Wildlife Birdwatching

Huron 1 19 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Huron 2 16 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Huron 3 16 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Huron 4 16 Other Picnicking without shelter

Huron 5 15 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Jackson 1 16 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Jackson 2 16 Other Scenic driving

Jackson 3 13 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Jackson 4 13 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Jackson 5 13 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Jefferson 1 11 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Jefferson 2 10 Other Scenic driving

Jefferson 3 9 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Jefferson 4 8 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Jefferson 5 8 Water Swimming in an outdoor pool
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Knox 1 29 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Knox 2 28 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Knox 3 26 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Knox 4 26 Other Scenic driving

Knox 5 25 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Lake 1 96 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Lake 2 93 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Lake 3 88 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Lake 4 73 Other Scenic driving

Lake 5 72 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Lawrence 1 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Lawrence 2 4 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Lawrence 3 3 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Lawrence 4 3 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Lawrence 5 3 Water Swimming in an outdoor pool

Licking 1 83 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Licking 2 68 Other Scenic driving

Licking 3 67 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Licking 4 66 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Licking 5 59 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Logan 1 14 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Logan 2 13 Other Scenic driving

Logan 3 12 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Logan 4 12 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Logan 5 12 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Lorain 1 104 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Lorain 2 97 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Lorain 3 93 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Lorain 4 85 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Lorain 5 83 Other Scenic driving

Lucas 1 192 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Lucas 2 187 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Lucas 3 183 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Lucas 4 170 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Lucas 5 166 Other Scenic driving

Madison 1 21 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Madison 2 18 Other Picnicking with shelter

Madison 3 17 Other Picnicking without shelter

Madison 4 16 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Madison 5 16 Other Scenic driving

Mahoning 1 49 Trails Walking on a paved trail
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Mahoning 2 47 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Mahoning 3 42 Other Scenic driving

Mahoning 4 41 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Mahoning 5 40 Other Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play

Marion 1 16 Other Scenic driving

Marion 2 14 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Marion 3 12 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Marion 4 12 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Marion 5 12 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Medina 1 83 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Medina 2 81 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Medina 3 75 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Medina 4 66 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Medina 5 64 Other Scenic driving

Meigs 1 6 Wildlife Nature photography

Meigs 2 6 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Meigs 3 6 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Meigs 4 6 Other Picnicking without shelter

Meigs 5 5 Wildlife Fishing from a pier or ADA accessible site

Mercer 1 15 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Mercer 2 15 Other Scenic driving

Mercer 3 14 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Mercer 4 14 Other Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play

Mercer 5 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Miami 1 46 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Miami 2 42 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Miami 3 38 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Miami 4 36 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Miami 5 35 Other Scenic driving

Monroe 1 3 Sports Archery

Monroe 2 2 Wildlife Hunting

Monroe 3 1 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Monroe 4 1 Wildlife Fishing from a motorized boat

Monroe 5 1 Wildlife Fishing from a nonmotorized boat/kayak

Montgomery 1 201 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Montgomery 2 179 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Montgomery 3 179 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Montgomery 4 159 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Montgomery 5 151 Other Scenic driving

Morgan 1 5 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Morgan 2 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Morgan 3 4 Trails Walking on a paved trail
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Morgan 4 4 Trails Bicycling on a paved trail

Morgan 5 4 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Morrow 1 21 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Morrow 2 18 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Morrow 3 16 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Morrow 4 15 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Morrow 5 15 Other Scenic driving

Muskingum 1 59 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Muskingum 2 50 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Muskingum 3 45 Water Swimming in an outdoor pool

Muskingum 4 44 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Muskingum 5 42 Other Scenic driving

Noble 1 5 Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river

Noble 2 4 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Noble 3 4 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Noble 4 4 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Noble 5 3 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Ottawa 1 51 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Ottawa 2 46 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Ottawa 3 45 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Ottawa 4 45 Other Scenic driving

Ottawa 5 44 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Paulding 1 2 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Paulding 2 2 Wildlife Nature photography

Paulding 3 2 Wildlife Fishing from the shore

Paulding 4 2 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Paulding 5 2 Trails Backpacking on a natural surface trail

Perry 1 13 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Perry 2 12 Other Scenic driving

Perry 3 11 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Perry 4 11 Other Picnicking with shelter

Perry 5 11 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Pickaway 1 24 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Pickaway 2 22 Other Scenic driving

Pickaway 3 20 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Pickaway 4 19 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Pickaway 5 19 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Pike 1 12 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Pike 2 11 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Pike 3 10 Other Picnicking with shelter

Pike 4 10 Other Scenic driving

Pike 5 9 Camping Group camping or camping as part of an event
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Portage 1 97 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Portage 2 87 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Portage 3 85 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Portage 4 72 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Portage 5 71 Other Scenic driving

Preble 1 9 Other Scenic driving

Preble 2 8 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Preble 3 7 Other Picnicking without shelter

Preble 4 6 Wildlife Birdwatching

Preble 5 6 Camping Camping in a RV in a developed campground

Putnam 1 9 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Putnam 2 8 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Putnam 3 8 Other Scenic driving

Putnam 4 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Putnam 5 7 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Richland 1 27 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Richland 2 25 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Richland 3 22 Other Scenic driving

Richland 4 22 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Richland 5 20 Wildlife Birdwatching

Ross 1 51 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Ross 2 46 Other Scenic driving

Ross 3 42 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Ross 4 38 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Ross 5 38 Other Picnicking without shelter

Sandusky 1 35 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Sandusky 2 32 Other Scenic driving

Sandusky 3 29 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Sandusky 4 28 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Sandusky 5 28 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Scioto 1 39 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Scioto 2 37 Other Picnicking without shelter

Scioto 3 37 Other Scenic driving

Scioto 4 35 Other Picnicking with shelter

Scioto 5 33 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Seneca 1 15 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Seneca 2 15 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Seneca 3 15 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Seneca 4 12 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Seneca 5 12 Other Scenic driving

Shelby 1 9 Boating Canoeing/Kayaking in a lake or pond
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Shelby 2 8 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Shelby 3 8 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Shelby 4 7 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Shelby 5 7 Other Picnicking with shelter

Stark 1 112 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Stark 2 109 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Stark 3 97 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Stark 4 88 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Stark 5 88 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Summit 1 293 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Summit 2 280 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Summit 3 273 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Summit 4 243 Other Scenic driving

Summit 5 230 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Trumbull 1 43 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Trumbull 2 40 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Trumbull 3 38 Other Scenic driving

Trumbull 4 37 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Trumbull 5 36 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Tuscarawas 1 32 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Tuscarawas 2 29 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Tuscarawas 3 25 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Tuscarawas 4 25 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Tuscarawas 5 25 Other Scenic driving

Union 1 31 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Union 2 30 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Union 3 27 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Union 4 25 Other Scenic driving

Union 5 22 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Van Wert 1 5 Other Playground

Van Wert 2 4 Other Picnicking without shelter

Van Wert 3 4 Other Scenic driving

Van Wert 4 4 Other Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play

Van Wert 5 3 Wildlife Hunting

Vinton 1 8 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Vinton 2 7 Wildlife Hunting

Vinton 3 7 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Vinton 4 7 Other Scenic driving

Vinton 5 6 Other Picnicking without shelter

Warren 1 106 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Warren 2 91 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Warren 3 85 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail
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Table 10.5: Top five outdoor recreational activities participated in by county (continued)

County Rank Responses Category Activity

Warren 4 72 Other Scenic driving

Warren 5 72 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Washington 1 19 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Washington 2 17 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Washington 3 17 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Washington 4 17 Other Picnicking without shelter

Washington 5 16 Other Picnicking with shelter

Wayne 1 52 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Wayne 2 51 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Wayne 3 51 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Wayne 4 44 Other Scenic driving

Wayne 5 37 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Williams 1 6 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Williams 2 5 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Williams 3 5 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Williams 4 5 Other Scenic driving

Williams 5 4 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Wood 1 69 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Wood 2 65 Trails Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail

Wood 3 65 Trails Walking on a paved trail

Wood 4 55 Other Scenic driving

Wood 5 53 Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms

Wyandot 1 6 Wildlife Wildlife viewing

Wyandot 2 6 Wildlife Nature photography

Wyandot 3 6 Trails Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail

Wyandot 4 6 Other Picnicking with shelter

Wyandot 5 6 Other Scenic driving
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10.6 Survey Submissions By County

Table 10.6: Number of submissions by county.

County Submissions

Adams 7

Allen 22

Ashland 19

Ashtabula 41

Athens 106

Auglaize 23

Belmont 8

Brown 17

Butler 82

Carroll 14

Champaign 15

Clark 39

Clermont 119

Clinton 37

Columbiana 29

Coshocton 14

Crawford 22

Cuyahoga 420

Darke 20

Defiance 7

Delaware 130

Erie 68

Fairfield 86

Fayette 10

Franklin 564

Fulton 18

Gallia 11

Geauga 151

Greene 103

Guernsey 37

Hamilton 180

Hancock 25

Hardin 6

Harrison 10

Henry 15

Highland 11

Hocking 26

Holmes 26

Huron 22

Jackson 17
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Table 10.6: Number of submissions by county. (continued)

County Submissions

Jefferson 15

Knox 33

Lake 100

Lawrence 4

Licking 95

Logan 19

Lorain 111

Lucas 206

Madison 26

Mahoning 56

Marion 18

Medina 94

Meigs 6

Mercer 19

Miami 52

Monroe 3

Montgomery 218

Morgan 6

Morrow 24

Muskingum 72

Noble 5

Ottawa 52

Paulding 2

Perry 14

Pickaway 27

Pike 13

Portage 103

Preble 10

Putnam 9

Richland 31

Ross 60

Sandusky 41

Scioto 47

Seneca 15

Shelby 10

Stark 125

Summit 316

Trumbull 47

Tuscarawas 38

Union 33

Van Wert 5
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Table 10.6: Number of submissions by county. (continued)

County Submissions

Vinton 9

Warren 118

Washington 22

Wayne 63

Williams 7

Wood 76

Wyandot 7
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10.7 Interest and Participation Totals for each Activity

Table 10.7: Interest and participation totals for each outdoor recreational activity.

Category Activity Participation Interest Only Total

Boating Canoeing/Kayaking in a lake or pond 1969 2250 4219

Boating Canoeing/Kayaking in a stream, river or following a water trail 2210 2142 4352

Boating Canoeing/Kayaking on Lake Erie 448 2552 3000

Boating Canoeing/Kayaking utilizing ADA-accessible launch area 394 1807 2201

Boating Jet skiing 357 1727 2084

Boating Paddleboarding/Stand-up paddleboarding 494 2066 2560

Boating Pontoon boating 727 2061 2788

Boating Powerboating or waterskiing 777 1580 2357

Boating Sailing 217 1815 2032

Camping Camping in a designated boat camping area 195 1660 1855

Camping Camping in a RV in a developed campground 926 1663 2589

Camping Camping in a tent or pop-up camper in a developed campground 1633 1893 3526

Camping Camping in a tent or pop-up camper in an undeveloped or primitive campground 1509 2041 3550

Camping Camping in a yurt, pre-set up tent or similar structure 168 2494 2662

Camping Camping in an ADA accessible site 124 1034 1158

Camping Camping in the backcountry, accessed by hiking, backpacking, cycling or paddling 1143 2401 3544

Camping Equestrian camping 630 1048 1678

Camping Group camping or camping as part of an event 1178 1929 3107

Other Dog park 1130 1377 2507

Other Horseshoes/ Bocce/Bag toss 879 1678 2557

Other Kite flying 636 1946 2582

Other Night sky viewing 2456 1887 4343

Other Outdoor adult fitness area with equipment 699 2033 2732

Other Outdoor festival/ Concert/Play 2741 1581 4322

Other Outdoor movie 723 2595 3318

Other Picnicking with shelter 2894 1513 4407

Other Picnicking without shelter 3026 1340 4366

Other Playground 1922 780 2702

Other Scenic driving 3649 617 4266

Other Technology-driven recreation (smart phone game) 611 749 1360

Other Touring historic/heritage sites, farms 3315 1282 4597

Other Yoga/Tai Chi/Outdoor meditation 499 1889 2388

Sport Archery 657 1868 2525

Sport Baseball/Softball 524 1215 1739

Sport Basketball 550 989 1539

Sport Climbing/Rappelling on constructed outdoor wall/facility 379 2006 2385

Sport Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee 645 1377 2022

Sport Football 312 843 1155

Sport Geocaching/Orienteering 612 1760 2372

Sport Golf – Driving range 792 1059 1851
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Table 10.7: Interest and participation totals for each outdoor recreational activity. (continued)

Category Activity Participation Interest Only Total

Sport Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) 969 951 1920

Sport Lacrosse/Rugby 65 578 643

Sport Outdoor rock climbing/ Rappelling/Bouldering on natural surfaces 392 1864 2256

Sport Pickleball 111 845 956

Sport Skate park/Skateboarding 184 605 789

Sport Soccer 484 854 1338

Sport Target/Skeet/Shooting Sports 806 1684 2490

Sport Tennis 430 1109 1539

Sport Tree climbing 546 1368 1914

Sport Volleyball 441 1324 1765

Trail ATV/UTV riding 517 1102 1619

Trail Backpacking on a natural surface trail 1286 2353 3639

Trail Bicycling on a finely crushed stone trail 1770 1729 3499

Trail Bicycling on a paved trail 2777 1323 4100

Trail Bicycling on a trail for transportation 1249 1859 3108

Trail Dirt bike/Off-road motorcycle riding on a trail 315 860 1175

Trail Fitness trail with exercise/equipment stations 579 1781 2360

Trail Hiking/Walking on a finely crushed stone trail 3991 672 4663

Trail Hiking/Walking on a natural surface trail 4565 311 4876

Trail Horseback riding on a trail 988 1483 2471

Trail Mountain biking on a trail 978 1585 2563

Trail Trail jogging/Running on a finely crushed stone trail 1103 1142 2245

Trail Trail jogging/Running on a natural surface trail 1209 1139 2348

Trail Trail jogging/Running on a paved trail 1314 1030 2344

Trail Walking on a paved trail 4020 535 4555

Water Splash pad/Spray park 942 1553 2495

Water Swimming in a lake, pond, river 2589 1347 3936

Water Swimming in an outdoor pool 2421 1550 3971

Water Swimming in an outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool or similar features 1202 2260 3462

Wildlife Birdwatching 2521 1074 3595

Wildlife Fishing from a motorized boat 1063 1526 2589

Wildlife Fishing from a nonmotorized boat/kayak 789 1792 2581

Wildlife Fishing from a pier or ADA accessible site 769 1429 2198

Wildlife Fishing from the shore 1877 1273 3150

Wildlife Hunting 964 933 1897

Wildlife Nature photography 2470 1429 3899

Wildlife Wildlife viewing 3525 929 4454

Winter Cross-country skiing 405 2082 2487

Winter Downhill skiing 405 1521 1926

Winter Ice fishing 249 1321 1570

Winter Ice skating 475 2006 2481
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Table 10.7: Interest and participation totals for each outdoor recreational activity. (continued)

Category Activity Participation Interest Only Total

Winter Sledding/Tubing 984 2328 3312

Winter Snowboarding 216 1229 1445

Winter Snowmobiling 121 1476 1597

Winter Snowshoeing 278 1964 2242

Winter Winter camping 450 1803 2253

Winter Winter festival 638 2493 3131
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10.8 Survey Instrument
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2017 SCORP ODNR Survey 
 
Ohio Resident Outdoor Recreation Survey Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) 2018  
From Lake Erie to the Ohio River, Ohio offers a wide variety of outdoor recreation opportunities in local, state and 
national parks, recreation areas and preserves.  Outdoor recreation involves many activities, including walking, 
fishing, boating, cycling and playing sports.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources is asking your opinion on 
improvements to sustain and develop outdoor recreation experiences and opportunities. As you complete this 
survey, respond to the questions keeping the following in mind:    Respond for yourself and all members of your 
household.  By HOUSEHOLD, we mean all of the adults and children who permanently lived in your residence in 
2016.  Period of outdoor recreation participation: January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  Respond for outdoor 
recreation only on public lands in Ohio, including local, community, state and national parks and recreation areas, 
state wildlife areas, state and national forest areas and state nature preserves.  Do not include activities or time spent 
on your personal property, school district properties or on land held by non-public entities, such as non-profit 
organizations, clubs and commercial recreation entities, or for activities outside of Ohio.  Please answer each 
question completely.  All responses are confidential.  This survey is estimated to take 15 minutes to complete. 
 
Q1 Which Ohio county do you live in?  
 
Q2 What is your zip code where you live? 
 
Q3 How many adults (age 18 or older) live in your household, including yourself? 
 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 >4 
 
Q4 How many children (age 17 or younger) live in your household? 
 0 
 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 >4 
 
Q5What is your gender? 
 Male 
 Female 
 
Q6 What is your age? 
 18 to 24 
 25-34 
 35-44 
 45-54 
 55-64 
 65-74 
 75 or older 
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Q7 Is English the primary language in your household? If No, what is the primary language? 
 Yes 
 No ____________________ 
 
Q8 What is your race? 
 American Indian or Alaskan Native 
 Asian 
 Black or African American 
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
 White 
 Two or more races 
 Some other race 
 
Q9 What is your household income level? 
 under $10,000 
 $10,000 to $14,999 
 $15,000 to $24,999 
 $25,000 to $34,999 
 $35,000 to $49,999 
 $50,000 to $74,999 
 $75,000 to $99,999 
 $100,000 to $149,999 
 $150,000 to $199,999 
 $200,000 or more 
 Choose not to answer 
 
Section 2: Participation  As a reminder, as you complete the survey, respond to the questions keeping the following 
parameters in mind:   Respond for yourself and all members of your household.  By HOUSEHOLD, we mean all of 
the adults and children who permanently lived in your residence in 2016.  Period of outdoor recreation participation: 
January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  Respond for outdoor recreation only on public lands in Ohio, 
including local, community, state and national parks and recreation areas, state wildlife areas, state and national 
forest areas and state nature preserves.  Do not include activities or time spent on your personal property, school 
district properties or on land held by non-public entities, such as non-profit organizations, clubs and commercial 
recreation entities, or for activities outside of Ohio.  Please answer each question completely.  All responses are 
confidential. 
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Q10 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following WILDLIFE-BASED 
outdoor recreational activities? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice a 
month (12 to 49 

times/year 

A few times 
during the year 

(1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Birdwatching           
Wildlife 
viewing           

Nature 
photography           

Hunting           
Fishing from the 

shore           

Fishing from a 
motorized boat           

Fishing from a 
nonmotorized 

boat/kayak 
          

Fishing from a 
pier or ADA 

accessible site 
          

 
Q11 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these WILDLIFE-BASED activities. 

 Fun/Entert
ainment 

Health/Wellness/
Fitness 

Share 
time 
with 

family 
and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/

event 

Social 
media 

club/meet
-ups 

Birdwatching             

Wildlife viewing             

Nature photography             

Hunting             

Fishing from the shore             

Fishing from a 
motorized boat             

Fishing from a 
nonmotorized 

boat/kayak 
            

Fishing from a pier or 
ADA accessible site             
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Q12 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following CAMPING 
activities? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice a 
month (12 to 49 

times/year 

A few times 
during the year 

(1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Camping in the 
backcountry, 
accessed by 

hiking, 
backpacking, 

cycling or 
paddling 

          

Camping in a 
tent or pop-up 
camper in an 

undeveloped or 
primitive 

campground 

          

Camping in a 
tent or pop-up 

camper in a 
developed 

campground 

          

Camping in a 
RV in a 

developed 
campground 

          

Camping in a 
yurt, pre-set up 
tent or similar 

structure 

          

Group camping 
or camping as 

part of an event 
          

Equestrian 
camping           

Camping in a 
designated boat 
camping area 

          

Camping in an 
ADA accessible 

site 
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Q13 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these CAMPING activities. 

 Fun/Entertainm
ent 

Health/Wellness/
Fitness 

Share time 
with 

family 
and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenit

y 

New 
challenge/eve

nt 

Social 
media 

club/meet
-ups 

Camping in 
the 

backcountry, 
accessed by 

hiking, 
backpacking, 

cycling or 
paddling 

            

Camping in a 
tent or pop-

up camper in 
an 

undeveloped 
or primitive 
campground 

            

Camping in a 
tent or pop-

up camper in 
a developed 
campground 

            

Camping in a 
RV in a 

developed 
campground 

            

Camping in a 
yurt, pre-set 

up tent or 
similar 

structure 

            

Group 
camping or 
camping as 
part of an 

event 

            

Equestrian 
camping             

Camping in a 
designated 

boat camping 
area 

            

Camping in 
an ADA 

accessible 
site 
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Q14 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following TRAIL activities? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice a 
month (12 to 
49 times/year 

A few times 
during the year 

(1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Hiking/Walking on 
a natural surface 

trail 
          

Hiking/Walking on 
a finely crushed 

stone trail 
          

Walking on a 
paved trail           

Backpacking on a 
natural surface trail           

Bicycling on a 
paved trail           

Bicycling on a 
finely crushed 

stone trail 
          

Bicycling on a trail 
for transportation           

Mountain biking 
on a trail           

Trail 
jogging/Running 
on a paved trail 

          

Trail 
jogging/Running 

on a finely crushed 
stone trail 

          

Trail 
jogging/Running 

on a natural 
surface trail 

          

Horseback riding 
on a trail           

Fitness trail with 
exercise/equipment 

stations 
          

ATV/UTV riding           
Dirt bike/Off-road 
motorcycle riding 

on a trail 
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Q15 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these TRAIL activities. 

 Fun/Entertainment Health/Wellness
/Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/eve

nt 

Social 
media 

club/meet-
ups 

Hiking/Walking on 
a natural surface 

trail 
            

Hiking/Walking on 
a finely crushed 

stone trail 
            

Walking on a 
paved trail             

Backpacking on a 
natural surface trail             

Bicycling on a 
paved trail             

Bicycling on a 
finely crushed 

stone trail 
            

Bicycling on a trail 
for transportation             

Mountain biking 
on a trail             

Trail 
jogging/Running 
on a paved trail 

            

Trail 
jogging/Running 

on a finely crushed 
stone trail 

            

Trail 
jogging/Running 

on a natural 
surface trail 

            

Horseback riding 
on a trail             

Fitness trail with 
exercise/equipment 

stations 
            

ATV/UTV riding             
Dirt bike/Off-road 
motorcycle riding 

on a trail 
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Q16 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following BOATING activities? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice 
a month (12 to 
49 times/year 

A few times 
during the 

year (1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Canoeing/Kayaking in a 
stream, river or following a 

water trail 
          

Canoeing/Kayaking in a lake 
or pond           

Canoeing/Kayaking on Lake 
Erie           

Canoeing/Kayaking utilizing 
ADA-accessible launch area           

Sailing           
Pontoon boating           

Powerboating or waterskiing           
Jet skiing           

Paddleboarding/Stand-up 
paddleboarding           

 
 
Q17 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these BOATING activities. 

 Fun/Entertainment Health/Wellness/
Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/event 

Social 
media 

club/meet-
ups 

Canoeing/Kayaking in 
a stream, river or 

following a water trail 
            

Canoeing/Kayaking in 
a lake or pond             

Canoeing/Kayaking 
on Lake Erie             

Canoeing/Kayaking 
utilizing ADA-

accessible launch area 
            

Sailing             
Pontoon boating             
Powerboating or 

waterskiing             

Jet Skiing             
Paddleboarding/Stand-

up paddleboarding             
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Q18 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following WATER activities? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice a 
month (12 to 49 

times/year 

A few times 
during the year 

(1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Swimming in a 
lake, pond, river           

Swimming in an 
outdoor pool           

Swimming in an 
outdoor pool 
complex with 

lazy river, wave 
pool or similar 

features 

          

Splash 
pad/Spray park           

 
 
Q19 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these WATER activities. 

 Fun/Entertain
ment 

Health/Wellness/
Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenit

y 

New 
challenge/even

t 

Social 
media 

club/meet
-ups 

Swimming in 
a lake, pond, 

river 
            

Swimming in 
an outdoor 

pool 
            

Swimming in 
an outdoor 

pool complex 
with lazy 

river, wave 
pool or 
similar 
features 

            

Splash 
pad/Spray 

park 
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Q20 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following OUTDOOR SPORT 
activities on public lands in Ohio? Remember, do NOT include participation on your personal property, school 
district properties or on land held by non-public entities, such as non-profit organizations, clubs and commercial 
recreation entities. 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice 
a month (12 to 
49 times/year 

A few times 
during the 

year (1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Soccer           
Baseball/Softball           

Basketball           
Tennis           

Pickleball           
Volleyball           

Lacrosse/Rugby           
Football           

Golf (9-hole or 18-hole)           
Golf – Driving range           
Disc Golf/Ultimate 

Frisbee           

Archery           
Target/Skeet/Shooting 

Sports           

Climbing/Rappelling on 
constructed outdoor 

wall/facility 
          

Skate 
park/Skateboarding           

Geocaching/Orienteering           
Outdoor rock climbing/ 
Rappelling/Bouldering 

on natural surfaces 
          

Tree climbing           
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Q21 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these OUTDOOR SPORT activities. 

 Fun/Enter
tainment 

Health/Wellnes
s/Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/event 

Social 
media 

club/meet-
ups 

Soccer             
Baseball/Softball             

Basketball             
Tennis             

Pickleball             
Volleyball             

Lacrosse/Rugby             
Football             

Golf (9-hole or 18-hole)             
Golf - Driving range             
Disc Golf/Ultimate 

Frisbee             

Archery             
Target/Skeet/Shooting 

Sports             

Climbing/Rappelling on 
constructed outdoor 

wall/facility 
            

Skate 
park/Skateboarding             

Geocaching/Orienteerin
g             

Outdoor rock 
climbing/Rappelling/Bo

uldering on natural 
surfaces 

            

Tree climbing             
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Q22 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following WINTER activities 
on public lands in Ohio? 

 
One or more times 

a week (50 or 
more times/year) 

Once or twice 
a month (12 to 
49 times/year 

A few times 
during the year (1 
to 11 times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested in 
this activity 

Snowshoeing           
Sledding/Tubing           

Cross-country 
skiing           

Downhill skiing           
Ice skating           

Snowboarding           
Snowmobiling           

Ice fishing           
Winter camping           
Winter festival           

 
 
Q23 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these WINTER activities. 

 Fun/Entertain
ment 

Health/Wellness/
Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/

event 

Social 
media 

club/mee
t-ups 

Snowshoeing             
Sledding/Tubi

ng             

Cross-country 
skiing             

Downhill 
skiing             

Ice skating             
Snowboarding             
Snowmobiling             

Ice fishing             
Winter 

camping             

Winter festival             
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Q24 During 2016, how often did you or anyone in your household participate in the following OTHER OUTDOOR 
RECREATION activities on public lands in Ohio? 

 

One or more 
times a week 
(50 or more 
times/year) 

Once or twice a 
month (12 to 49 

times/year 

A few times 
during the year 

(1 to 11 
times/year) 

Interested but 
did not 

participate 

Not interested 
in this activity 

Picnicking – no 
shelter           

Picnicking - 
shelter           

Playground           
Kite flying           

Scenic driving           
Touring 

historic/heritage 
sites, farms 

          

Dog park           
Outdoor festival/ 

Concert/Play           

Outdoor movie           
Night sky 
viewing           

Horseshoes/ 
Bocce/Bag toss           

Outdoor adult 
fitness area with 

equipment 
          

Technology-
driven recreation 

(smart phone 
game) 

          

Yoga/Tai 
Chi/Outdoor 
meditation 
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Q25 Please use the drop-down lists to the right of each activity to identify your primary reason for participating in 
these OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION activities. 

 Fun/Entert
ainment 

Health/
Wellness
/Fitness 

Share time 
with family 

and/or 
friends 

Experience 
nature/quiet 
time/serenity 

New 
challenge/event 

Social 
media 

club/meet
-ups 

Picnicking - no 
shelter             

Picnicking - shelter             
Playground             
Kite flying             

Scenic driving             
Touring 

historic/heritage 
sites, farms 

            

Dog park             
Outdoor 

festival/Concert/Play             

Outdoor movie             
Night sky viewing             

Horseshoes/Bocce/B
ag toss             

Outdoor adult fitness 
area with equipment             

Technology-driven 
recreation (smart 

phone game) 
            

Yoga/Tai 
Chi/Outdoor 
meditation 

            

 
Q26 During 2016, were there other outdoor recreation activities you or anyone in your household participated in on 
public lands in Ohio? If so, please list them below. 
 
Q27 Please think about the following activity categories: Wildlife-Based, Camping, Trail, Boating, Water, Outdoor 
Sport, Winter, and Other Outdoor Recreation. For the activities that you are most interested in, but did not 
participate, what was the ONE primary reason why you did not participate? 

 No facilities available  Health issues 
 Facilities too far away  No one to go with 
 Facilities seem poorly maintained and/or seem unsafe  Too busy with other responsibilities and 

activities 
 The activity or the equipment is too costly  Do not own or have access to equipment 
 Do not have information on where facilities are 

offered 
 Facilities are not ADA accessible 

 Do not have the skills  
 



190

Q28 What is your preferred method to receive information? 
 Newspapers 
 Mail 
 Email 
 Online websites 
 Social Media (Facebook, Twitter) 
 Newsletters 
 Other 
 
Q29 Would you attend a class to learn and develop skills needed for these activities? 
 Yes 
 No 
 
Q30 What type of equipment would you like available to rent for a nominal fee? Please use the text box below to list 
the types of equipment. 
 
Q31 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
WILDLIFE-BASED activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Wildlife 
viewing/birding 

areas 
        

Hunting areas         
Fishing areas         

 
 
Q32 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
CAMPING activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Primitive, 
undeveloped 
campgrounds 

        

Developed 
campgrounds         

Group camping 
areas         

Equestrian camping 
areas         

Designated boat 
camping areas         
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Q33 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
TRAIL activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Natural surface 
trails         

Finely crushed 
stone trails         

Paved, multi-use 
trails         

Mountain biking 
trails         

Equestrian trails         
ATV/UTV trails         

Dirt bike/off-road 
motorcycle riding 

trails 
        

 
 
Q34 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
BOATING activities? 

 Need more Adequate/need updated 
or rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Canoeing/Kayaking access, 
facilities, water trails         

Sailing facilities         
Motorized boating facilities         

 
Q35 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
SWIMMING activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Outdoor pools         
Outdoor pool complex with lazy 
river, wave pool, other similar         

Splash pads/Spray parks         
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Q36 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
SPORTS activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Baseball/Softball 
fields         

Basketball courts         
Tennis courts         

Pickleball courts         
Volleyball courts         

Lacrosse/Rugby fields         
Football fields         

Golf (9-hole or 18-
hole) courses         

Golf – Driving ranges         
Disc Golf/Ultimate 

Frisbee courses         

Archery         
Target/Skeet/Shooting 

areas         

Climbing/Rappelling 
walls         

Skate 
park/Skateboarding 

areas 
        

 
 
Q37 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
WINTER activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Sledding/Tubing 
areas         

Cross-country 
skiing areas         

Downhill skiing 
areas         

Ice skating areas         
Snowboarding areas         
Snowmobiling trails         

Winter camping 
areas         

 
 



OHIO 2018 STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 193

Q38 How do you feel about the following outdoor recreational areas and facilities near where you live, regarding 
OTHER OUTDOOR activities? 

 Need more 
Adequate/need 

updated or 
rehabilitated 

Adequate/need is 
met 

Not interested/don't 
know 

Picnic shelters         
Playgrounds         
Scenic drives         

Historic/Heritage 
sites         

Dog parks         
Outdoor adult 

fitness areas with 
equipment 

        

 
 
Q39 Of the facilities you checked as 'Need more,' please prioritize your top 5. Click and drag responses to rank in 
order. 

______ Wildlife viewing/birding areas ______ Pickleball courts 
______ Hunting areas ______ Volleyball courts 
______ Fishing areas ______ Lacrosse/Rugby fields 
______ Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds ______ Football fields 
______ Developed campgrounds ______ Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) courses 
______ Group camping areas ______ Golf – Driving ranges 
______ Equestrian camping areas ______ Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee courses 
______ Designated boat camping areas ______ Archery 
______ Natural surface trails ______ Target/Skeet/Shooting areas 
______ Finely crushed stone trails ______ Climbing/Rappelling walls 
______ Paved, multi-use trails ______ Skate park/Skateboarding areas 
______ Mountain biking trails ______ Sledding/Tubing areas 
______ Equestrian trails ______ Cross-country skiing areas 
______ ATV/UTV trails ______ Downhill skiing areas 
______ Dirt bike/off-road motorcycle riding trails ______ Ice skating areas 
______ Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails ______ Snowboarding areas 
______ Sailing facilities ______ Snowmobiling trails 
______ Motorized boating facilities ______ Winter camping areas 
______ Outdoor pools ______ Picnic shelters 
______ Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool, 
other similar 

______ Playgrounds 

______ Splash pads/Spray parks ______ Scenic drives 
______ Baseball/Softball fields ______ Historic/Heritage sites 
______ Basketball courts ______ Dog parks 
______ Tennis courts ______ Outdoor adult fitness areas with 

equipment 
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Q40 Of the facilities you checked as 'Adequate/need updated or rehabilitated,' please prioritize your top 5. Click and 
drag responses to rank in order. 

______ Wildlife viewing/birding areas ______ Pickleball courts 
______ Hunting areas ______ Volleyball courts 
______ Fishing areas ______ Lacrosse/Rugby fields 
______ Primitive, undeveloped campgrounds ______ Football fields 
______ Developed campgrounds ______ Golf (9-hole or 18-hole) courses 
______ Group camping areas ______ Golf – Driving ranges 
______ Equestrian camping areas ______ Disc Golf/Ultimate Frisbee courses 
______ Designated boat camping areas ______ Archery 
______ Natural surface trails ______ Target/Skeet/Shooting areas 
______ Finely crushed stone trails ______ Climbing/Rappelling walls 
______ Paved, multi-use trails ______ Skate park/Skateboarding areas 
______ Mountain biking trails ______ Sledding/Tubing areas 
______ Equestrian trails ______ Cross-country skiing areas 
______ ATV/UTV trails ______ Downhill skiing areas 
______ Dirt bike/off-road motorcycle riding trails ______ Ice skating areas 
______ Canoeing/Kayaking access, facilities, water trails ______ Snowboarding areas 
______ Sailing facilities ______ Snowmobiling trails 
______ Motorized boating facilities ______ Winter camping areas 
______ Outdoor pools ______ Picnic shelters 
______ Outdoor pool complex with lazy river, wave pool,    
other similar 

______ Playgrounds 

______ Splash pads/Spray parks ______ Scenic drives 
______ Baseball/Softball fields ______ Historic/Heritage sites 
______ Basketball courts ______ Dog parks 
______ Tennis courts ______ Outdoor adult fitness areas with 

equipment 
 
Q41 How valuable do you think public facilities are for people to enjoy outdoor recreation? 
 Not Important 
 Somewhat Important 
 Important 
 Very Important 
 
Q42 There are many ways in which park systems could improve outdoor recreation.  Please rank from most 
important (number 1) to least important (number 8) how important each of the following priorities are to you for 
funding outdoor recreation and conservation efforts in Ohio. Click and drag responses to rank in order. 
______ Rehabilitate and upgrade existing park facilities 
______ Develop active, multi-use parks that provide multiple outdoor recreation activities within a park area (for 
example, sports fields with trails and picnic shelters) 
______ Acquire land for preservation of habitat, wetlands, forests, rivers and lakes 
______ Acquire land for park development (picnic shelters, playgrounds, ballfields, sport fields, etc.) 
______ Integrate technology (mobile applications, fitness gear) with parks and outdoor recreation 
______ Offer basic outdoor recreation skill development programs and events (examples: how to paddleboard, how 
to prepare for long day hike, how to pitch a tent) 
______ Expand trail network with a focus on developing longer distance trails 
______ Develop more loop trails 
 



Q43 How much did your household spend in a typical day in 2016 engaged in outdoor recreation on public lands in 
Ohio, including transportation, equipment rental, food and other costs? 
 Did not participate/Not applicable 
 < $20 
 $20 - $49 
 $50 - $99 
 $100 - $249 
 $250 - $500 
 >$500 
 
Q44 How much did your household spend for outdoor recreation in 2016 on a getaway weekend, large-scale special 
event or other similar special activity that you participated in on public lands in Ohio during 2016?  (Estimate cost 
based on one such event.) 
 Did not participate/Not applicable 
 < $20 
 $20 - $49 
 $50 - $99 
 $100 - $249 
 $250 - $500 
 >$500 
 
Q45 Approximately how many such getaway weekends/large-scale events did you engage in during 2016 in Ohio on 
public lands? 
 
Q46 Other comments? 
 
Q47 Finally, how/where did you learn about this survey?  Please check all that apply. 
 Ohio Department of Natural Resources Website 
 Ohio Tourism Website 
 Facebook or Twitter 
 Read about it in the paper 
 Friend/colleague 
 Email 
 Newsletter 
 Other ____________________ 
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Summary of SCORP Focus Group Meetings 

Focus groups were held throughout the state between August and 
October 2017 at the following locations: 

• Northwest Ohio – Paulding County Library, South Main Street, 
Paulding. Meeting held on August 17, 2017.

• Northeast Ohio – Velma Davis Education & Visitor Center, Mill 
Creek Metroparks, Youngstown. Meeting held on August 24, 
2017.

• Central Ohio – Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Morse 
Road, Columbus. Meeting held on September 18, 2017.

• Southwest Ohio – Adventure Central, Wesleyan Metropark, 
Dayton. Meeting held on October 6, 2017.

• Southeast Ohio – Lake Hope State Park, Vinton County, 
McArthur. Meeting held on October 25, 2017.

For each meeting, a targeted group of 20-70 stakeholders were 
invited via letter or email. The southwest and northeast groups 
focused on representatives and recreational providers of urban 
populations and the southeast and northwest groups focused on 
representatives and recreational providers of rural populations that 
had low response rates in the survey.  The central group focused on 
representatives of immigrant populations and minorities. A total of 39 
stakeholders attended.

Popular outdoor recreation activities:

• Trail-based activities – walking, hiking, jogging, and bicycling

• Water-based activities – kayaking, canoeing, boating, fishing, 
and stand-up paddle boarding

• Hunting and fishing

• Picnicking

• Playgrounds

• Spray parks

• Camping

• Area-specific – basketball, soccer, cricket, covered outdoor ice 
skating, ATVs, backpacking, and mountain biking

Observed Outdoor Recreation Trends:

• Increase in paddling sports (kayaking, canoeing, stand-up paddle 
boarding).

• Trail use increasing (walking, jogging, hiking, bicycling). 
Also seeing more trail use at all hours, for running/health 
events, walking/hiking/running groups and meet-ups, and for 
commuting. 

• More non-traditional running/endurance races such as mud runs, 
ninja-type course events.

• Disc golf increasing as more new courses added; more 
leagues and tournaments; less use of courses that do not meet 
standards.
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• Increase in demand for sites for large family/group 
gatherings – including picnic shelters, large open areas for 
setting up tents, and larger cabins.

• Increase in low impact activities such as pickleball, 
cornhole, and yoga. 

• Use of electronics outside is common– fitness applications, 
augmented reality games, listening to music. 

• Nature play areas for young people are popular.

• School programs are driving area specific recreational 
demands such as archery and pickleball.

• Birding is still popular.

• RVs are getting bigger and users want full hook-ups in the 
campgrounds.

• ATV use is increasing in specific areas.

• More “casual” outdoor recreationalists – “anyone can be 
outside recreating”.

Biggest challenges to engage people in outdoor 
recreation:

• Time/Responsibilities/Obligations

• Technology/cell phone/computer games – “screen time” 
competes with recreation

• Lack of access and connections to and between trails, parks 
and outdoor recreation areas

• Language and cultural barriers; lack of information

• Lack of transportation

• Lack of map reading skills 

• Concern for perceived safety, especially for seniors and 
youth

• Facilities dated or in poor condition

Perceived Current Capacity of Outdoor Recreational 
Facilities:

• Trails are well utilized year-round and in some areas, over-
utilized and crowded. For trails that need maintenance 
or rehabilitation, use is declining as well as the outdoor 
experience.

• Athletic fields are seasonally well-utilized. Generally, 
enough fields but need improvements to increase and 
extend use in spring and fall (ex: lighting).

• State parks are well-utilized, such as Hocking Hills, Mary 
Jane Thurston, Independence, and Mosquito Lake state 
parks. Recent state investments and improvements well 
received but in some popular areas, facilities such as 
restrooms are over-utilized.

• Tennis courts are being converted to pickleball courts or 
striped and configured for both tennis and pickleball.

• Park and forestry areas that are undeveloped, “featureless” 
and/or in areas where population has moved are perceived 
as under-utilized.

• Boat ramps are over-utilized on the weekends, especially in 
areas where kayaks and stand-up paddleboards are using 
the ramps.

Pressing Outdoor Recreation Needs & Opportunities:

• More and improved access to trails.

• More and improved water access and facilities, including 
ADA access ramps and docks, for kayaks and canoes. 
Access and recreational amenities along urban rivers for 
recreational use – including Maumee River, Mahoning River, 
and Great Miami River. 

• More trail connectivity – filling gaps, connecting trails, 
connecting neighborhoods, longer-distance for commuting, 
and connecting parks, museums, art sites, and work 
locations.

• Rehabilitation/improvements/updates to existing outdoor 
recreation facilities, including safety enhancements (i.e., 
signage, lighting), extending seasonality of facility (i.e., 
lighting, suspended roofs), technology integration (i.e., 
accessibility to wi-fi), restrooms, and additional access and 
parking.

• Recreation for all/Inclusiveness – more education, 
information, signage on available recreation opportunities, 
use of alternative languages, how-to related skill 
development, equipment availability, and consideration of 
distance from parking lots to facilities.

• Motorized trails, dirt-bike trails, and mountain bike trails.

Priorities for Outdoor Recreation Funding:

• Trails 

• Improved access to trails with parking areas and trailheads 
with information.

• Fill in trail gaps and connect trails for longer-distance 
recreation and commuting.

• Improved signage, lighting, or other safety features.

• Paddling access and facilities for kayaks and canoes. 

• Rehabilitation/updates/improvements/safety 
enhancements/technology integration.

• Land acquisition for habitat preservation, nature enjoyment 
and passive activities such as birdwatching, fishing, and 
hiking.






