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Journaling is a fun way to slow down, observe wildlife and other natural things, 
and record your adventures. As you explore and search for wildlife throughout the 
coming year, observe, listen, record, and sketch your discoveries. You are sure to find 
some surprises along the way.  

My Wildlife List
There are hundreds of thousands of plants and animals in the world – so many that 

biologists organize them into classifications based on their similarities. Animal classifi-
cations, or taxonomy, include mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, and insects.

Go outside to your backyard or schoolyard in search of wildlife, and use these first 
two pages to start your lifelong wildlife list.

As you visit parks and other natural places, take along this issue of Wild Ohio for 
Kids and add the wildlife that you see to your list. And don’t forget to add fish species 
when you go fishing!
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 Spiders are not actually 
insects. They are related to 
insects, but have distinctly 
different physical features.

places to find 
wildlife:

 Flower beds
 Vegetable gardens
 Grass / Soil
 Under logs & rocks
 Bushes & trees
 On & under leaves
 Under bark
 Spider webs
 Around water
 Window sills
 Sidewalk cracks
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Eastern Spiny 
Softshell

Apalone spinifera

Snapping 
Turtle

Chelydra serpentina

Midland 
Painted Turtle 

Chrysemys picta marginata

Eastern Musk Turtle
“Stink Pot”

Sternotherus odoratus

Eastern 
Box Turtle

Terrapene carolina

Wildlife Photography Tips
1. Zoom in as close as you can.

2. Make sure there is nothing in front of or behind the 
animal such as trees, branches, or fences. Otherwise, 
it might look like they are growing from the animal’s 
body. 

3. Try getting down to the animal’s level. To photograph 
an insect on the ground, lay down on your belly.

4. The photo will be more interesting if your subject or 
horizon is not smack dab in the center of the frame.  
Divide the scene into nine equal parts with two vertical 
and two horizontal lines 
and place your subject 
anywhere the lines inter-
sect. This is the called the 
“rule of thirds” in photog-
raphy.

Wildlife Discovery Kit
Put together a wildlife discovery kit so you will have 

useful items at hand when exploring for wildlife. Most of 
your explorer tools should fit in a gallon-size sealable plastic 
bag or other container that is handy to carry along with your 
journal. Here are some items you might want to include:

 field guides  binoculars
 pen/pencil  ruler
 camera   small dip net
 butterfly net  wildlife journal
 flashlight for night hikes
 magnifying glass or magnifying bug box 
 glass/plastic jar with lid with holes punched in it

 for sketching: pens, pencils, and/or colored pencils, 
       pencil sharpener, eraser

Build a Wildlife Blind
Getting close to wildlife can be a challenge. Wild animals 

are very wary of people and often fly or run away as soon 
as they see you. It’s easier to observe them if they don’t 
see you. That’s why hunters, photographers, and wildlife 
watchers often use camouflaged blinds. (Camouflage means 
to blend in or hide.)

You can make a viewing blind using a large cardboard 
box. (A box from a refrigerator, stove, or other large appli-
ance works well.) Create camouflage by drawing trees and 
bushes on the outside of your blind with brown, black and 
green markers, crayons, or paint. Create even more life-like 
camouflage by gluing leaves onto your blind. Use a pair of 
scissors to cut out a window for viewing and photographing.

Step 1

Find a box

Step 3

Step 2

Make a door

Here are some items you might want to use with a blind:

 field guides   binoculars   camera 
 pen/pencil       wildlife journal

T I P : Place your blind in a spot that allows you to easily 
view the ground and trees.

Make a window
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Common 
Watersnake

Nerodia sipedon

Northern 
Brownsnake

Storeria dekayi

Eastern 
Gartersnake

Thamnophis sirtalis

Eastern 
Milksnake

Lampropeltis triangulum

Eastern 
Ratsnake

Pantherophis alleganiensis

You can also post your photos on the Ohio Division of Wildlife’s Web site photo gallery at wildohio.com .

WildlifePictures
Use the space below to glue or tape some of your favorite 

wildife images. They can be your photos, cut-outs from a 
magazine, and even stickers.
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Sugar Maple

Acer saccharum

White Oak

Quercus alba

American Beech

Fagus grandifolia

Shagbark Hickory

Carya ovata

Red Oak

Quercus rubra

Habitat Inventory
Wildlife abound in many habitats such as forests, fields, 

wetlands, streams, and lakes. Even our backyards are 
habitat for wildlife. Animals need food, water, shelter, and 
space to survive in their habitat. The best way to get some 
of your favorite critters to visit or live in your yard is to 
provide these things for them. From installing bird feeders 
and nest boxes, to adding a source of water, to planting the 
right trees and flowers, provide it and they will come. And 
it’s much easier to observe wildlife if you have a variety of 
critters right in your own backyard or schoolyard.  

How good is the wildlife habitat where you live? Do a 
habitat inventory of your backyard or schoolyard by check-
ing off all the features in the yard that offer food, water, 
and shelter. Then make a list of some things you could add 
to the property to make it more wildlife-friendly. 

You can download plans for building differ-
ent types of feeders and nest boxes for birds, 
bats, and squirrels at wildohio.com. Click on 
the “Experiencing Wildlife” box, then click 
on Birding Resources.

habitat inventory check list

location:  ___________________________
date:______________________

 bird feeders
 suet feeder/cage  (1)

 hummingbird feeder  (2)

 thistle feeder  (3)

 hopper feeder  (4)

 brush pile
 rock pile
 dead tree (snag)

 rotten logs
 bird bath
 garden pond
 other water supply ___________________
 bat box
 nest boxes for which species? _____________

 hardwood trees
 evergreen trees
 fruit trees
 shrubs
 fencerow (plants that make a natural fence)

 flower gardens
 wildflower patches

list of possible additions
 ______________________________________
 ______________________________________
 ______________________________________
 ______________________________________
 ______________________________________
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White Ash

Fraxinus americana

Black Walnut

Juglans nigra

Sassafras

Sassafras albidum

Eastern Cottonwood

Populus deltoides

Tulip Tree

Liriodendron tulipifera

Trees and Wildlife
Many wild animals rely on trees and shrubs for survival. 

Nuts, seeds, berries, flowers, leaves, and insects living in 
and under trees provide a smorgasbord for wildlife. Have 
you ever watched a squirrel anxiously gathering acorns 
in the fall?  It is making a “cache” (a storage of food) to 
get through the winter when food is not as readily avail-
able. Trees and shrubs also provide nesting sites, homes, and 
shelter from predators and the weather. Can you think of 
three animals that use trees as shelter or to raise their young?    

Choose a tree or bush to observe in your yard or school 
yard. (Binoculars may be helpful for this activity.) From a 
far enough distance so as not to scare away any wildlife that 
might be present, take a few minutes to quietly observe the 
tree or bush and the activity around it. Then examine the 
tree up close looking for such things as the kind of leaves it 
has, any fruit or berries, insects found in the tree, and any 
signs of wildlife in or about the tree. Also look for “leaf litter 
critters” under the leaves on the ground.

Field Observation
wildlife and trees

location:  ___________________________
date:______________________

1. What wildlife do you see?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

2. What are the animals doing?

______________________________________
______________________________________

3. What species of tree is it?

______________________________________

4. What signs of wildlife can you find that lets you know 
wildlife use the tree?

______________________________________
______________________________________

5. What does this tree provide for wildlife?

______________________________________
______________________________________

6. Collect or sketch a leaf from the tree and use it to help 
you identify the species. Then collect or sketch the fruit 
(nuts) or flower of the tree. (All trees have flowers and fruit, 
and a field guide to trees will be helpful.)

To find out the benefits of trees visit the ODNR Division of Forestry at dnr.state.oh.us/forestry
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Eastern Chipmunk

Tamias striatus

Thirteen-lined 
Ground Squirrel

Spermophilus tridecemlineatus

Eastern Gray Squirrel

Sciurus carolinensis

Fox Squirrel

Sciurus niger

Red Squirrel

Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

It’s a Wild World Out There
Wild animals have many traits and features, or “adapta-

tions,” that help them survive. Adaptations help them move 
around in their environment, find food, escape enemies, 
attract a mate, raise young, survive in winter, and meet 
life’s everyday challenges. 

color: 
Bright colors help attract a mate. Color, often in the 
form of camouflage, protects many prey animals 
(animals that are eaten by other animals) from 
predators (animals that eat prey animals). 

body features: 
Shapes of animals, their body parts, and unique 
physical features are adaptations, as well as keen 
senses – eyesight, hearing, and smell.  

sound: 
The songs, howls, hoots, hisses, or other noises 
animals make are often used to find a mate, defend 
their territory, or ward off predators.

behavior: 
Unique behaviors are adaptations too. An opossum 
will play dead to escape predators. A male wild 
turkey will strut and display its big “fan” tail to 
impress a female.

Do a wildlife exploration and choose one animal that 
you found during your search and record field notes on the 
animal’s adaptations.

Field Notes
wildlife adaptation

animal: __________________________________   
location:  _________________________
date:_______________________
     

List two adaptations the animal has and how these adapta-
tions help it survive. Think about color, body shape, body 
parts, special physical features, keen senses, the sounds it 
makes, and any unique behaviors that might help it survive.

1. adaptation:  _____________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

2. adaptation:  _____________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

its place in the food chain
The order that animals feed on other animals and plants 

is called a food chain. The chain grows as one living crea-
ture eats another. This creates many food chains that are 
connected to make a giant food web. 

1. Is this animal a prey, predator, or both?
______________________________________

2. Create a food chain using your field notes animal:
________________   consumed by  _________________
________________   consumed by  _________________
________________   consumed by  _________________

3. On a separate sheet of paper, do the same with the other 
animals in this food chain. When you link them all togeth-
er, you’ll have a food web!

Viceroy

Monarch

The viceroy uses color and body features 
to mimic the monarch which deters predators 
because of its foul taste.

this diaganal line is how to tell 
the difference between the two.
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Southern Flying 
Squirrel

Glaucomys volans

Raccoon

Procyon lotor

American Beaver

Castor canadensis

Virginia Opossum

Didelphis virginiana

Groundhog

Marmota monax

Hooray for Decay!
A jack-o’-lantern can get even scarier-looking once 

Halloween is over and they are left out in the weather. 
Mild days and cool nights mixed with the seasonal rain will 
set the stage for decomposition.  

Decomposition is the process of breaking down organic 
material, such as dead plants and  animal tissue, into smaller 
parts. Decomposers (bacteria, fungi, earthworms, and a 
variety of other organisms) carry out the decomposition 
process. The organic material created by decomposition is 
an important part of soil.

After Halloween, set your jack-o’-lantern outside and let 
the pumpkin begin to rot. Check out your pumpkin daily. 
Take photos or make sketches at different intervals to record 
the changes. The pumpkin will be a food source for a host 
of insects and worms.

Jack-o’-lantern for Wildlife
When carving your Halloween pumpkins, create a jack-

o’-lantern for wildlife by making an extra wide mouth. Fill 
it with birdseed, cracked corn, peanuts, pumpkin seeds, and 
other wildlife treats, and spread peanut butter along the 
mouth. 

jack-o’-lantern observations
List the critters that are using the pumpkin, and make 

notes of what they are doing – eating, perching? And “Oh, 
the aroma,” – what does Jack smell like after a few weeks?

1. critter:  ____________________    date: ________
notes: ___________________________________

___________________________________

2. critter:  ____________________    date: ________
notes: ___________________________________

___________________________________

3. critter:  ____________________    date: ________
notes: ___________________________________

___________________________________

4. critter:  ____________________    date: ________
notes: ___________________________________

___________________________________

5. critter:  ____________________    date: ________
notes: ___________________________________

___________________________________
Activity adapted from Decay Relay, 

Twenty/Twenty Projects and Activities for Wild School Sites, 
An Ohio Project WILD Action Guide. 

  days: ____

stink-o’-lantern observation
What does Jack smell like after a few weeks? On the scale 

below circle the number that best fits what you smell. “1” 
Jack smells pretty good and “10” he smells awful.
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Northern Short-tailed
Shrew

Blarina brevicauda

Eastern Mole

Scalopus aquaticus

White-tailed Deer

Odocoileus virginianus

Little Brown Bat

Myotis lucifugus

White-footed Mouse

Permoyscus leucopus

Winter Hike
“Old Man Winter” has arrived and you will notice fewer 

wildlife in your yard and schoolyard. Some animals migrate 
to warmer climates, some hibernate, while others stick 
around and bear what harsh weather winter throws at them.

Winter wildlife may not be as active as they were last 
summer, but you can surely find signs that they are still 
around. You can also find signs left behind of the wild-
life that have migrated or are hibernating. Many signs of 
wildlife, such as bird and squirrel nests, are more evident 
in winter without leaves on the trees. Look among tree 
branches, under dead leaves, around dried garden plants, 
under logs, in crevices, and other places that might provide 
shelter for hibernating insects and their cocoons.

If snow covers the ground or you can find muddy areas, 
look for animal tracks. You can learn a lot about wildlife 
by studying their tracks. What size is the animal? Does it 
have a tail that drags on the ground? Are the tracks near 
water, a food source, or shelter? You can get a field guide 
to animal tracks from the library to help you identify what 
animals made them.

So bundle up, put on your boots, and head outside to your 
backyard or schoolyard for a winter hike. (Check off the 
signs of wildlife that you see.)

winter hike check list
location:  _________________________
date(s):______________________________

 squirrel’s nest
 bird’s nest
 hole in a tree
 burrow
 feather
 fur 
 scat (animal droppings)

 mammal tracks
 bird tracks
 nuts
 berries
 chewed bark
 bird feeder
 cocoon or egg case

 winter birds seen: 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

 other winter wildlife seen: 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

 place a photo or sketch of any tracks

Cottontail Rabbit
( 1/4” -  3/8” diameter)

Gray/Fox Squirrel 
( 1/8” -  1/4” diameter) 

Raccoon
(up to 3/4” diameter)

Whitetailed Deer  
( 1/2” -  5/8” diameter)
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Eastern Cottontail 
Rabbit

Sylvilagus floridanus

Snowshoe Hare

Lepus americanus

Gray Fox

Urocyon cinereoargenteus

Red Fox

Vulpes vulpes

Coyote

Canis latrans

Haiku Poem
Haiku poetry is a very short, centuries-old form of Japa-

nese poetry, usually about something observed in nature or 
the changing seasons. Its purpose is to paint a picture that 
tells a story and stirs emotion. Each poem has only three 
lines (five syllables, seven syllables, and five syllables). It 
may be a little difficult, but it can be done!

Find a quiet spot where you can observe a winter scene. 
If there is snow on the ground and you want a dry place to 
sit, observe from a porch or inside looking from a window. 
A good way to begin your poem is by writing down six to 
eight sentences of different images that you see. Then take 
two of the sentences that you think will create a picture and 
stir emotion in the reader. Pare down the two sentences into 
three short lines so it still describes the scene and creates an 
emotional impact.

Birds searching in snow
Dried up plants in the garden

Food for winter birds

_________________________________________
(the f i rst  l ine must be f ive  sy l lables)

_________________________________________
(the second l ine must be seven  sy l lables)

_________________________________________
(the thi rd l ine must be f ive  sy l lables)

Japanese symbol for bird 

Holidays for the Birds
Don’t forget the winter birds when decorating for the 

holidays. Choose an evergreen tree in your yard or school 
yard that can be seen from a window where you can enjoy 
the scene. Decorate the tree with food items the winter birds 
will enjoy. Use your imagination to create your edible deco-
rations, but here are some ideas to start.

suet surprise
Try wrapping a chunk of suet with a 
piece of onion bag, secure with a ribbon, 
and hang from the tree.

string cuisine
String together dried and fresh fruit 
(such as raisins, cranberries, apple 
wedges, and orange slices), pieces of stale 
bakery products, peanuts in the shell, 
cereal, crackers, and popcorn.

pine cone dip
Spread peanut butter all over a large 
pine cone or stale bagel half and roll it 
in bird seed. Attach a string to hang it 
from the tree.
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Yellow Warbler

Dendroica petechia

American Redstart

Dendroica dominica

Ovenbird

Seiurus aurocapilla

Hooded Warbler

Wilsonia citrina

Yellow-rumped 
Warbler

Dendroica coronata

:FEMALE :MALE

Here’s a mosaic made in the snow with bird seed that 
will be fun for you and the birds too!

materials needed:
 sturdy stick to draw a shape
 scoop or cup for bird seed
 a variety of bird foods such as:

 sunflower seeds
 cracked corn
 millet
 mixed bird seed
 thistle
 chopped nuts or peanuts in the shell

step a: Choose an open area of snow that you will be able 
to see from a window of your house. Use a stick to draw a 
large six-pointed star or other simple shape (flower, circle, 
U.S. flag, rainbow, etc.) about four feet by four feet in size.

step b: Using your feet, stamp down the snow inside your 
drawing so that the level of the snow inside the drawing is 
lower than the snow surrounding the drawing.

step c: Using a variety of bird foods such as those listed 
above, fill different parts of your drawn shape with dif-
ferent bird foods to create your mosaic.

When inside the house, you can admire your artwork from 
a window and watch the backyard birds enjoy your mas-
terpiece.

In the space below, draw the shape you created to make 
your mosaic and label the different sections with the food 
you used. As you watch the birds eating your mosaic, ob-
serve what foods the different species of birds are eating. 
Then write the names of the species just outside the sections 
where they were eating. (A bird identification book will 
help you identify the birds.) 

1. Which species are picky and only eat one kind of food?
species                                             food

________________         _______________
________________         _______________
________________         _______________
________________         _______________
________________         _______________

2. Which species aren’t so picky?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Source: Projects for the Birder’s Garden

Bird Seed Mosaic 

dehulled hulled
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Blue Jay

Cyanocitta cristata 

Northern Cardinal

Cardinalis cardinalis

Ruby-throated
Hummingbird

Archilochus colubris

Eastern Bluebird

Sialia sialis

Baltimore Oriole

Icterus galbula

Join thousands of other kids and adults across the country 
in the annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) Febru-
ary 19-21, 2011 (President’s Day Weekend). It’s easy! 

 Count birds for at least 15 minutes or longer on 
one or more days of the extended weekend. Re-
cord the species and numbers that you see on 
the lists provided on this page. Count birds in as 
many places and on as many days as you like as 
long as you submit a separate checklist for each 
new day. 

 When you’re finished recording your results, go 
to birdcount.org and enter your results online 
by clicking on the button marked “Submit Your 
Checklists.” You can also post photos of the birds 
you see on the Web site.

How to Sketch Wildlife
Wildlife sketching can be challenging because most ani-

mals are usually moving. Start by rapidly sketching large 
basic shapes such as circles and triangles to capture the ani-
mal in a specific pose. Then use smaller shapes and curves 
to help define your subject. By this point your animal has 
probably moved. While you can still see the critter, sketch 
in any field markings, then add simple shading from mem-
ory. Finally, add some details and a splash of color.

the great backyard bird count
The GBBC is a joint project of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 

and the National Audubon Society. The results of the count are 
important to many bird monitoring studies across the country.

location 1:  _______________________________
date:____________________   time: ___________
                                  species                                               count
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________

location 2:  _______________________________
date:____________________   time: ___________
                                 species                                               count
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________

location 3:  _______________________________
date:____________________   time: ___________
                                 species                                               count
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________
_____________________________     ________

Visit www.birdcount.org  to print a GBBC checklist.

Get Out and Count!  

g e s t u r e s f e a t u r e s

q u i c k
s h a p e s

r e f i n e d
s h a p e s

m a r k i n g s  &
s h a d i n g

c o l o r  &
d e t a i l s
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Canada Goose

Branta canadensis

Mallard

Anas platyrhynchos

Northern Pintail

Anas acuta

Ring-necked Duck

Aythya collaris

Wood Duck

Aix sponsa

:FEMALE :MALE

What’s in a Nest?
Birds construct nests to help keep the eggs and nestlings 

warm and protected from predators and the weather. Our 
feathered friends are master builders that put a lot of work 
into building their homes. 

Most of us are familiar with the cup-shaped nests of song 
birds we see among tree branches. Twigs, sticks, grass, 
feathers, pieces of leaves, and pine needles are common 
construction materials. Some birds use mud, saliva, spider 
webs, and plant fibers to glue it all together. And some line 
the inside of the nest with a fine material to help hide the 
eggs, repel water, and insulate and cushion the eggs. These 
materials might include grass, hair, feathers, fur, moss, and 
other soft plant materials. 

While most birds like to use natural materials, which help 
camouflage the nest, some may use almost anything that 
they can carry. It is not uncommon to see candy wrappers 
or cellophane paper sticking out of a nest. Pieces of dryer 
lint, rags, yarn, and paper are some other common items 
birds may throw into the mix.

late summer or fall activity
Once the nesting season is over, look for any nests in the 

yard. Make sure the nest is abandoned. Examine the nest to 
see what materials were used in the construction. Can you 
find any of the materials that you provided?  

Bird Nesting Materials
You can provide nesting materials for the birds by placing 

a combination of materials in a wire suet cage or plastic 
produce basket (the ones that strawberries or cherry toma-
toes are sold in). You can also make a small mesh bag out 
of a piece of an onion bag. Attach it to a tree, deck railing, 
or other location where the birds can find it. Then watch 
for birds that help themselves to the nest materials you 
provided.

some items you might want to include:
 dried grass   dead leaves
 hair or fur   short, thin twigs
 pine needles   shredded paper
 straw   small strips of bark
 plant fluff / down (cattail / cottonwood)
 strips of fabric, string, and yarn (3” to 4” )

Field Notes 
providing nesting materials

location:  _________________________
date:_______________________

What materials are gathered and by which bird?
species #1                       species #2

__________________         __________________

your materials                   your materials
__________________         __________________
__________________         __________________
__________________         __________________

other materials                   other materials
__________________         __________________
__________________         __________________

Robin nest
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Red-tailed Hawk

Buteo jamaicensis

American Kestrel

Falco sparverius

Eastern Screech-Owl

Megascops asio

Great Horned Owl

Bubo virginianus

Cooper’s Hawk

Accipiter cooperii

Field Notes
bird record sheet

Choose a bird in your yard or schoolyard and 
observe it for awhile to complete the record sheet.

species: _________________________________   
location:  _________________________
date:_______________________

approximate size:   ___________
color markings:  _________________________

_________________________
_________________________

other unique markings: (Such as eye rings and wing bars)
 ___________________________
 ___________________________

gender:           Male             Female             Uncertain 
(In the animal world, males are often more colorful to attract females.)

1. What is it doing?
_________________________________   

2. If it is eating, what is it eating?
_________________________________   

3. Do you think it is nesting in the yard, and if so, can you 
figure out where it is nesting?

_________________________________   
4. List the survival needs that the yard provides for this 

bird. (food, water, shelter, space)
_________________________________   

5. Is it interacting with any other animals?
_________________________________   

6. Some interesting facts about this bird!
_________________________________   

For this section, do an online search to add some more 
notes about this bird. You can start your search at 

wildohio.com under A to Z Species Guide.

Birding Tips
tools: Binoculars will make viewing easier.

guidebooks: A field guidebook describing the birds 
you might see will help you figure out what birds you 
discover.

at a glance: Once you see one, start to identify it by 
first looking at its overall size. Is it closer to the size of a 
ping-pong ball or a baseball? If these examples don’t help 
you, compare birds with objects familiar to you.

behavior: Behavior is important too. At feeders, some 
birds will use perches to feed while others will mostly just 
pick seeds on the ground. 

details: Lastly, look for “field marks.” If you see a 
bright white ring around a bird’s eye or white streaks on 
the bird’s wing when it flies (which 
are called wing bars) these are 
important to note.
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Garden Spider

Argiope aurantia

Barn Orbweaver

Araneus cavaticus

Wolf Spider

Rabidosa rabida

Crab Spider

Misumena vatia

Bold Jumper

Phidippus audax

Earthworms
a sure sign of spring

Spring showers bring earthworms out from their homes 
deep in the ground and you will see American robins tug-
ging at and eating them. Besides being a source of food for 
birds and other animals, worms are a gardener’s friend by 
building healthy soil which nourishes plants. As worms eat 
their way through the soil, they create underground tunnels 
that loosen and aerate the soil allowing in more oxygen and 
water. 

Worms are also excellent decomposers, constantly enrich-
ing the soil with their constant digesting and composting. 
These little crawlers can eat their own weight in animal, 
leaf, and other plant matter every day. They absorb the 
nutrients they need and excrete the rest as casts near the 
entrance to their tunnels. Casts are small piles of digested 
earth and plant matter from worms – worm poop. They 
look like small stacks of clay. 

Look for earthworms on the sidewalk or driveway after 
a rain. You can also find them under leaf litter or decaying 
logs, or buried in a garden or compost pile. They come out 
mostly at night (why they are often referred to as “night 
crawlers”), so you may want to use a flashlight and look for 
them on top of the soil after dark. But as soon as you see 
one, you’ll have to move fast because the light will spook 
them into their tunnels. 

WormHotel
materials needed

 earthworms: six to eight

 terrarium: large glass or plastic jar with a 
screen or holes punched in the lid

 fill: mixture of rich garden soil (damp but not soggy)

 sand: if available

 food: decaying leaves, coffee grounds, bits of 
vegetables and/or fruit, but not citrus fruits

 paper: dark colored construction paper 

 tape: any kind

Fill the container halfway with the damp soil and sand 
mixture. Add the earthworms, leaves, coffee grounds, and 
bits of vegetables and cover the container with a lid or screen 
top. Tape the construction paper around the container to 
block out light.

Now leave the worms on their own to do their decompos-
ing. After several days, take the paper off the sides of the 
container to see what your worms have been up to.   

what to look for
An earthworm looks the same at each end, but they do 

have a front and a rear end. 

1. Do you know which end is which? 
_________________________________   

2. How did you figure it out?
_________________________________   

3. Do the worms have a preference for any one of the 
      food sources you put in your terrarium?

_________________________________   

4. Do you see any tunnels along the sides of the terrarium?
_________________________________   

5. Can you find any casts created by the worms?
_________________________________   

Once you are finished with your worm hotel, spread the contents, 
including the worms, into a garden to enrich the soil.

Night crawler (Lumbricidae): native species

Redworm: not native / invasive species
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Monarch

Danaus plexippus

Eastern Tailed-blue

Cupido comynthas

Orange Sulpher

Colias eurytheme

Question Mark

Polygonia interrogationis

Great Spangled 
Fritillary

Speyeria cybele

Many butterfly species are dwindling because their habitat 
is being altered. Planting a butterfly garden is one of the 
best ways to help butterflies and one of the easiest methods 
of attracting them to your yard or schoolyard. Besides 
butterflies and other insects, the plants will also attract an 
array of other wildlife.

You can use a current garden to add butterfly-attracting 
plants, or ask a parent to help you find a spot to create a new 
garden. You should especially have plants that have blooms 
in mid-to late summer when most butterflies are active. Do 
not use pesticides in your garden because they are harmful 
to the butterflies.

The most successful butterfly gardens have both host 
plants and nectar-producing plants. The flowers of plants 
provide nectar, which is food for butterflies. Host plants are 
plants where butterflies lay eggs and the caterpillars eat the 
plant before becoming adult butterflies. Many caterpillars 
are picky eaters and will eat only one kind of plant. 

nectar plants for butterflies

Gardening for Butterflies
Two of the easiest butterflies to attract by planting their 

host plants are monarchs and black swallowtails. The host 
plants for monarchs are those in the milkweed family such as 
butterfly-weed and swamp milkweed. Host plants for black 
swallowtails are those in the parsley family. Be sure to check 
these plants for caterpillars on a regular basis. Also closely 
check the leaves for pinhead-sized white specks. These are 
butterfly eggs. If you see a butterfly flitting around and 
tapping its abdomen against the leaves of the host plant, it 
is most likely laying eggs.

Lilac Zinnia Phlox Cosmos Ironweed

Goldenrod Anise Hyssop Marigolds Oregano

create your own garden
Use the space below to plot your garden adding all the plants you 
would like to plant.

Butterfly 
Milkweed

Butterfly 
Bush

New England 
Aster

Mexican 
Sunflower

Purple 
Coneflower 
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Common Buckeye

Junonia coenia

Black Swallowtail

Papilio polyxenes

Delaware Skipper

Anatrytone logan

Cabbage White

Pieris rapae

Eastern Tiger 
Swallowtail

Papilio glaucus

Butterfly Buffet
We usually find butterflies feeding on flowers, but you 

can also attract them with fresh fruit, such as a piece of 
watermelon. Using a spoon, scoop out small sections of the  
watermelon, and let the holes fill with juices from the fruit. 
Or, cut a fresh wedge of cantaloupe and scoop out the seeds. 

Another butterfly delicacy is rotten fruit. Yes, rotten fruit! 
Set out some over-ripened fruit such as peaches, apples, or 
grapes. Or, make a mixture of very ripe, mashed bananas 
and brown sugar. These butterfly buffets will attract butter-
flies by day and moths by night. 

Butterfly Watching
Butterflies are some of our most colorful and graceful 

insects, and we can get much enjoyment in observing them. 
When searching for butterflies, keep in mind that they are 
most active on sunny days. You can observe and identify 
butterflies by approaching closely or by using binoculars. 
You can also use a butterfly net to capture a butterfly, 
identify the species, and then release it carefully.

You can get a butterfly field guide from your local library. 
Or, you can download the Division of Wildlife’s Butterflies 
and Skippers of Ohio identification booklet at wildohio.com 
or call 1-800-WILDLIFE to receive a copy.

Field Identification
butterflies and skippers

location:  _______________________________
date:__________    weather:________________

1. What size is this butterfly when compared to other 
butterflies? (circle one)

 large  -  medium  -  small

2. What are the colors and markings on the top sides 
(dorsal) of the wings?

_______________________________

3. What are the colors and markings on the undersides 
(ventral) of the wings?

_______________________________

4. Is it visiting a host plant or nectar plant?
_______________________________

5.  Do you think it is a butterfly or skipper?
_______________________________

Butterflies usually fold their wings above their backs, but 
will sometimes “bask” with their wings spread for short 
periods. Skippers have a tendency to hold their wings in a 
“fighter jet” position.  Also, skippers are known for their 
rapid, “skipping” flight pattern. 
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American Toad

Anaxyrus americanus

Fowler’s Toad

Anaxyrus fowleri

Green Frog

Lithobates clamitans melanota

Gray Treefrog

Hyla versicolor

Northern 
Spring Peeper

Pseudacris crucifer

A Magical Transformation
Some animals begin life looking the same way they look 

as adults. Others go through a “metamorphosis,” where 
their body goes through a physical change before becoming 
an adult. Frogs and toads, which are both amphibians, start 
out life in the water. After mating, the female lays the eggs 
that form a jelly-like string in the water. After hatching, 
the young, called tadpoles, breathe through gills and swim 
using a long tail. As they mature, they lose their tail, grow 
four legs, and develop lungs to breathe air on land.

Meet Mr. Toad
You may be lucky enough to discover a toad in your yard 

or schoolyard. Of the two toad species that live in Ohio, 
(American toad and Fowler’s toad), the American toad is 
the one you are most likely to find. 

Toads are fascinating and beneficial animals to have 
around because of their ferocious appetite for insects, includ-
ing garden pests. They also eat earthworms and slugs. 
They do not drink water, but absorb it through their skin. 
Contrary to popular belief, toads do not give you warts, but 
if picked up or harassed by a predator, they may secrete a 
white toxic liquid to keep them from being eaten. 

A Home for Toads
Toads are mostly active at night and on cloudy days. At 

other times they stay in burrows underground to stay cool 
and moist. You can provide a cool, dark spot for a toad on 
a hot summer day by making a “toad abode” out of a clay 
flower pot. Simply prop up one side of an overturned pot 
with rocks to make an opening for the toad to enter. You 
can also have a parent help you break out a piece of the 
rim of the pot to make a door. And you might also want to 
add decorations to your toad abode with markers. Special 
markers for terracotta pots can be found at craft stores.

If you come across a toad in your wildlife explorations, 
take a few minutes to quietly observe this little critter. 
Remember, they are mostly active at night so try searching 
in gardens with a flashlight after dark.

Field Observation
toads

location:  _______________________________
date: ________    time of day: ______________

1. What is it doing?
_______________________________

2. Describe how it captured and ate the prey.
 _______________________________

Find an insect and place it one or two inches in front of the toad

3. Did it eat with its eyes open or closed? 
_______________________________

When toads swallow, part of their eyes push down into the upper 
part of the mouth to help push the prey down their throat.

5. If you made a toad abode, did it make itself at home? 
_______________________________

Leopard frog
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Crustacean
C R A Y F I S H

arthropods
Arachnid

S P I D E R
Insect

A N T

Lady Bug

Hippodamia convergens

True Katydid

Pterophylla camellifolia

Field Cricket

Gryllus veletis

Carolina Grasshopper

Dissosteira carolina

Linne’s Cicada

Tibicen linnel

Investigating Insects
There are more insects in numbers and species in the world 

than any other group of animals. They are sometimes consid-
ered pests because some sting, bite, spread disease, destroy 
crops, or contaminate food and other products. But insects 
are very valuable in the food web. Many other animals eat 
insects to survive – birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, some 
mammals, and even some insects eat other insects. Insects 
pollinate fruits and vegetables that provide food for other 
animals and humans. Insects also add grace, beautiful color, 
and gentle sounds to our world.

Insects always have six legs, three main body parts (head, 
thorax, and abdomen), antennae, two compound eyes, and 
wings. Spiders have eight legs, two body parts (abdomen 
and “cephalothorax”), no antennae, eight simple eyes, and 
no wings.

Become a bug tracker and go on an insect safari in your 
yard or schoolyard. (A small magnifying glass or magni-
fied bug box may be useful for insect exploration.) Use the 
checklist to record the different arthropods you find. You 
can get the best vantage point by crawling around on your 
hands and knees. And don’t forget to listen for the sounds 
of insects to help you find them (buzz of a bee, chirp of a 
cricket). A field guide to insects will help you identify the 
ones you find.

arthropod checklist
location:  ___________________________
date(s):______________________________

 ant
 bumble bee
 butterfly
 caterpillar
 centipede
 cricket
 dragonfly
 damselfly
 daddy longlegs
 grasshopper
 honey bee
 house fly
 lady bug
 mosquito
 moth
 woodlouse
 spider
 wasp
 other insects found

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

also known as a sow bug, 
pill bug, or roly-poly
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Chinese Mantis

Tenodera aridifolia

Yellow Bumblebee

Bombus bimaculatus

Six-spotted 
Tiger Beetle

Cicindela sexguttata

Milkweed Bug

Oncopeltus fasciatus

Honey Bee

Apis mellifera

Field Notes
invertebrates

Find an insect or spider in your yard or schoolyard and 
observe it for a while to complete the record sheet. A small 
magnifying glass or magnifying bug box will come in han-
dy for your observations. Use a field guide or the Web to 
help you identify the creature.

location:  ___________________________
date:_______________
species :  _______________________________

size :  ____________________   in centimeters, if possible 

color markings:  _______________________

other markings:  _______________________

1. How many body parts does it have? _____________

2. How many legs?  _________________________

3. Does it have wings?  _______________________

4. Does it have antennae?  _____________________

5. Is it an insect or a spider?  ___________________

6. What is it doing?  _________________________

__________________________

7. Is it eating?___  What is it eating? ____________

8. List the survival needs that the yard provides this insect.

 food     water     shelter     space
________    ________    ________    ________

________    ________    ________    ________

________    ________    ________    ________

________    ________    ________    ________

9. Is it interacting with any other animals? __________

Use the space above to sketch your find or glue/tape a photo of it.

some interesting facts about this animal!
For this section, do an online search to add some more notes about 
this animal. You can start your search at  wi ldohio.com with 
our A to Z Species Guide.

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
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Channel Catfish

Ictalurus punctatus

Smallmouth Bass

Micropterus dolomieu

Largemouth Bass

Micropterus salmoides

As dusk falls, our yards come alive with an amazing 
diversity of wildlife that are most active at night. These are 
“nocturnal” animals. These nighttime critters have special 
adaptations especially suited for the dark. The eyesight of 
owls is 100 times better than humans so they can see very 
well at night. Some animals, such as bats, hunt at night 
because their prey (primarily insects) are active once the sun 
goes down. Other wildlife, such as skunks and coyotes, are 
night prowlers to avoid contact with humans.  

You can do some of the best 
wildlife watching right in your 
own backyard at night. So grab 
a flashlight and see how many 
nocturnal animals you can find 
on this nighttime scavenger 
hunt. Search around gardens, 
soil, shrubbery, trees, rocks, 
water sources, porch lights, 
and street lights. Also listen 
for the calls of nocturnal wild-
life. Some animals may not be 
seen, but may be heard. And 
don’t forget to add any wildlife 
you see to your wildlife lists on 
pages 2 and 3.

attract some insects
Many nocturnal insects are 

attracted to light. Try hanging 
a white sheet over a clothesline 
or fence in a dark spot in your 
yard. Place a flashlight or 
battery lantern on the ground 
a few feet in front of the sheet 
with the light shining on the 
sheet. Now sit back and watch 
the many different kinds of 
insects that gather on the sheet. 
A field guide to insects will help 
you identify them.

Fun After Dark
nighttime scavenger hunt

 lightning bug
 moth
 mosquito
 night crawler
 beetle
 spider
 bird
 american toad
 flying squirrel 
 raccoon
 opossum
 “great bear” constellation 

Hint: the Big Dipper forms the hips and the tail of the bear.

 “little bear” constellation 
Hint: it is the constellation that makes up the Little Dipper.

listen for :
 the chirp of a cricket
 the call of a bird
 the croak of a frog

lure a lightning bug
Try luring a lightning bug 

with a small flashlight. Male 
fireflies try to attract a mate 
by signaling about every five 
seconds as they fly. A female 
responds by flashing from 
a perch near the ground, 
usually in the grass or bushes. 
Once you see a flash, wait two 
seconds and then flash the 
flashlight once. The firefly 
might just come your way.

Honey locust moth

Imperial moth

Polyphemus moth 

Sphinx moth

Nocturnal
Firefly

Diurnal
Firefly

Luna moth
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Rainbow Darter

Etheostoma caeruleum

Bluegill

Lepomis macrochirus

Creek Chub

Semotilus atromaculatus

After you have enjoyed all the outdoor wildlife activities 
in this issue of Wild Ohio for Kids, don’t stop there. You 
can buy or make a wildlife journal and continue to record 
and sketch your observations for years to come. Take it with 
you anywhere there might be wildlife observation opportu-
nities – your backyard, neighborhood, schoolyard, park, 
camping trips, fishing trips, and other travels. Wildlife are 
everywhere -- even inside your house!  

 Be creative and make it your own personal journal 
(wirebound or composition notebooks work well)! Decorate 
the cover with drawings or stickers. Use it to write down 
anything you see, hear, or smell about wildlife around you. 
Don’t forget to add sketches and photographs of some of the 
animals you see.

some journal activities:
 Start a lifelong bird list.

 Write poems, stories, and even songs.

 Observe an animal for several minutes and record every-
thing about it – color, size, what and when it eats, how 
it moves, what is it doing, any habits you observe, and 
how it reacts with other animals.

 Record the signs of wildlife you see such as nests, feath-
ers, droppings, spider webs, and bee hives.

 Write down your personal thoughts and feelings about 
your observations.

 Keep seasonal records of wildlife (what wildlife are 
present in your backyard during each season).

 Write wildlife essays by writing down your observations 
then doing some research at the library or on the Web 
to add to your essay.

 Make pencil sketches or colored drawings of wildlife or 
scenes of wildlife on a page or along borders of pages.

 Make photo pages by taping or gluing some of your 
wildlife photos on journal pages.

 Add stickers or stamps of wildlife to journal pages to add 
some extra color and graphics.

Continue Your Wildlife Journaling

VISIT WILDOHIO.COM TO EXPLORE
 OUR A TO Z SPECIES GUIDE 
AND ONLINE PUBLICATIONS

 Spiders of Ohio  Pub 140
 Butterflies of Ohio  Pub 204

 Dragonflies of Ohio  Pub 320
 Sportfish of Ohio  Pub 336

 Mammals of Ohio  Pub 344
 Amphibians of Ohio  Pub 348

 Warblers of Ohio  Pub 349
  Reptiles of Ohio  Pub 354

 Waterbirds of Ohio  Pub 418 
 Common Birds of Ohio  Pub 414

 Owls of Ohio  Pub 423
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wild ohio for kids wildlife journal
One of the best ways to learn about wildlife is to spend time outdoors 
watching the animals around you and keeping a record of what you see. 
This issue of Wild Ohio for Kids Magazine is a wildlife journal of outdoor 
activities to help you observe, record, and sketch your wildlife discoveries.
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