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OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE
2045 Morse Rd., Bldg. G
Columbus, OH 43229-6693

MISSION STATEMENT: To conserve and improve fish 
and wildlife resources and their habitats for sustainable 
use and appreciation by all. 

he income tax checkoff began in 1983 through House Bill 5. Currently there 
are six checkoff options, and one is for the public to support Ohio’s wildlife 

species.  The moneys donated to the Division of Wildlife through the tax checkoff 
have been a significant means of support for the management, research and land 
acquisition programs to benefit endangered and threatened wildlife and other species 
of interest.  Collectively, these groups of species are known as wildlife diversity.  

The checkoff contributions have been supplemented since March of 1997 with 
revenue from the sale of wildlife conservation license plates featuring our state bird, 
the cardinal.  In addition, sales of the bald eagle license plate began in July of 1999, 
with donations permitted only for use in bald eagle conservation.  The license plates 
have proven to be a significant source of funding for wildlife diversity in Ohio. In 
2002, a federal aid program known as State Wildlife Grants (SWG) was created to 
fund Species of Greatest Conservation Need.  A portion of tax checkoff funds are 
used as matching dollars to submit for reimbursement on projects eligible under the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) State Wildlife Grant program focusing on 
wildlife diversity species.
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MISSION STATEMENT: To conserve and improve fish 
and wildlife resources and their habitats for sustainable 
use and appreciation by all. 

GRASSLAND BIRDS –   Grassland birds have 
undergone significant population declines over the 
past several decades. Some of the greatest densities of 
Henslow’s sparrow, a species of greatest conservation 
need, are found on Ohio’s wildlife areas. Efforts to 
control invasive and aggressive trees and shrubs, 
like black locust and autumn olive, are critical to 
restoring grassland bird habitat. Abundance of eastern 
meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, and Henslow’s 
sparrow were 670%, 958%, and 200%, respectively, 
greater in areas that where trees and shrubs were 
removed when compared to untreated control areas. 
Efforts to expand and maintain recently cleared areas 
on wildlife areas to support grassland bird diversity 
have continued in 2022.

COMMON TERNS –   Common terns have been 
listed as state endangered since 1974 because of loss of 
habitat, competition with increasing gull populations, and 
increased predation pressure. To combat some of these 
issues, the Ohio Division of Wildlife initiated an artificial 
platform project in the mid-1990s to create additional 
nesting habitat for the terns. At the initiation of the 
project in 1994, the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 
colony had 36 breeding pairs and produced three young. 
After battling major predation attacks by great horned 
owls, the colony was moved to Cedar Point National 
Wildlife Refuge in 2015. Due to wetland management 
needs at Cedar Point in 2020, the colony was moved to 
the recently restored Howard Marsh Metropark, and 
has remained there since 2021. From 2018 to 2022, 
the colony has hosted an average of 148 breeding pairs 
and produced an average of 146 fledglings per year. At 
Pipe Creek, there were 35 pairs that produced three 
young in 1994. This colony was moved to Willow Point 
Wildlife Area in 2007 and then to Metzger Marsh Unit 
at Winous Point Marsh Conservancy in 2022 because 
of excessive 
predation. From 
2018 to 2022, 
this colony 
has hosted an 
average of 101 
breeding pairs 
and produced 
an average of 
90 fledglings per 
year. The artificial nesting platforms continue to serve 
as primary nesting habitat for common terns in Ohio.

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE DIVERSITY

BARN OWLS –  Barn owls were first observed in Ohio 
in 1861 and were a relatively common species by the early 
1900s. Populations peaked in the 1930s when barn owls 
were found in 84 of Ohio’s 88 counties. Early agricultural 
practices, with an abundance of hayfields, pastures, and 
barns, benefited barn owl populations. As agricultural 
practices shifted to more intensive row crop agriculture, 
barn owl populations declined. During the 1980s and 
early 1990s only 10-20 nests were located annually in 
Ohio, an historic low for the barn owl population. 

To combat population declines, the Ohio Division of 
Wildlife installed barn owl nest boxes throughout the state. 
To determine barn owl use and success of the program, 
nest boxes were monitored annually. Additionally, nest 
boxes were also cleaned each winter to increase the 
likelihood of future barn owl use. Thanks to the nest box 
program, barn owl populations began to rebound. 

The Ohio Division of Wildlife developed and 
implemented a new barn owl conservation strategy in 
2013, which involved installation and annual maintenance 
of 130 barn owl boxes in townships with at least 25% 
grassland habitat. Staff found cooperating landowners 
and installed nest boxes in 122 of the targeted townships 
(94%) through March 2022. The conservation strategy 
also encourages the public to report barn owl nest 
observations, as well as install and maintain barn owl nest 
boxes. During the winter of 2021-22, staff and partners 
found a 43% increase in barn owl nests in the 104 nest 
boxes cleaned and monitored. Use of nest boxes by barn 
owls continues to increase as more of these boxes are 
found by the species.

BARN OWLS
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SANDHILL CRANES –  Sandhill cranes are currently 
listed as threatened in Ohio. Cranes historically nested 
in the Huron Bog in Huron County until 1926. Sandhills 
may have nested in the Lake Erie marsh counties of 
Lucas and Erie, as well as Fulton, Crawford, and 
Ashtabula counties. Sandhills are once again nesting 
in Ohio, having made breeding attempts throughout 
northern Ohio since 1985. 

Nesting sandhills and significant migrant 
concentrations are tracked by the Ohio Division of 
Wildlife. Observations of breeding pairs and confirmed 
sightings of nests or colts indicate breeding by sandhill 
cranes in Ohio. Growth of the breeding population has 
been slow, primarily centered in northern Ohio, but 
breeding sandhills have been documented in more than 
25 counties. The number of breeding pairs observed 
in Ohio has shown a gradual increasing trend; in the 
last five years, there has been an average minimum of 
60 breeding pairs. As the population has increased, 
surveying sandhill cranes has become more challenging. 
In 2021, the Ohio Division of Wildlife worked with 
the International Crane Foundation and Ohio Bird 
Conservation Initiative to begin a citizen-science effort 
to count sandhill cranes in mid-April as part of the 
Midwest Crane Count. During the 2021 pilot season 
in five counties, 160 cranes were counted. In the 2022 
pilot statewide effort, 311 cranes were counted in 
26 counties. In addition, flocks of nonbreeding cranes 
have been seen during the summer in locations such 
as Funk Bottoms Wildlife Area. Increased numbers of 
cranes (flocks of 50-300) have also been seen at Deer 
Creek, Funk Bottoms, Killbuck, and Mosquito wildlife 
areas during migration and winter. Both the expansions 
of crane populations in Michigan and Ontario and the 

increase of restored wetland habitat through programs 
like H2Ohio are likely contributing to the population 
increases in Ohio. 

Areas where sandhill cranes are known to breed in 
Ohio are associated with grassland or wetland habitat 
conservation focus areas identified by the Division of 
Wildlife. Breeding habitat includes a nest site, typically 
located in shallow emergent wetlands; roost sites in 
shallow water surrounded by deep water or a large 
expanse of marsh; and feeding areas such as grain fields, 
emergent wetlands, wet meadow, pasture, and riparian 
areas. Spatial or visual isolation from human disturbance 
also affects habitat occupancy. Habitat needs are met 
by both small and large marsh complexes, beaver 
ponds, and wet meadows adjacent to riparian zones. 
Juxtaposition of water, food sources, and freedom from 
disturbance are more important to habitat quality than 
the specific composition of cover types. 

ALLEGHENY WOODRAT –   The Allegheny woodrat 
(also known as the packrat) is endangered in Ohio, with 
only 60 individuals estimated remaining in the cliffs and 
caves of Adams County. Genetics work completed 
in 2018 determined this small population was losing 
genetic diversity and would likely not remain viable into 
the future without intervention. With help from our 
research partners at The Nature Conservancy and the 
Cincinnati Museum Center, four woodrats were caught 
in Pennsylvania and Virginia and relocated to Adams 
County in from 2019 to 2022. Subsequent genetic 
testing is planned to determine the success of this effort 
and the stability of Ohio’s population of woodrats. 

SANDHILL CRANES

ALLEGHENY WOODRAT
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showed an estimated statewide annual average 8.1% 
increase in nesting pairs, resulting in an estimated total of 
824 nesting pairs in 2022. These results suggest that the 
breeding population of bald eagles in Ohio continues to 
thrive. The 2022 avian flu outbreak may have had some 
impact on the population, which will only be revealed 
through continued annual monitoring.    

TRUMPETER SWANS -  A reintroduction effort 
was undertaken from 1995 to 2003 as part of the 
International Restoration Plan for the Interior Population 
of Trumpeter Swans. The Ohio Division of Wildlife 
worked cooperatively with the Mississippi Flyway 
Council, the Cleveland Metropark Zoo, The Wilds, and 
Ducks Unlimited to implement this project. Trumpeter 
swans prefer large marshes, lakes, and swamps ranging 
in size from 30 to 150 acres. They prefer shallow 
wetlands 1-3 feet deep with a diverse mix of emergent 
and submergent vegetation and open water. 

The trumpeter swan population has continued to 
increase since the reintroduction. From 2018 to 2022, 
the average number of breeding pairs was 101 with 
an average productivity rate of 2.3 young. Increasingly, 
large nonbreeding flocks (50-200 birds) are seen in 
locations such as the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge 
and Mosquito Creek Wildlife Area. The addition of 
these non-breeder numbers to the number of breeding 
swans and cygnets brings the 2022 Ohio population of 
trumpeter swans to more than 850 birds. 

In 2020-21, the Ohio Division of Wildlife, with 
financial and logistical support from several Ohio zoos 
(Cleveland, Toledo, Akron, Columbus, and Cincinnati), 
collaborated with a regional trumpeter swan movement 

BATS –  Once common, four species of Ohio’s bats 
have suffered 98% population declines in the last eight 
years because of an invasive fungus and are listed as 
state-endangered. The Ohio Division of Wildlife has 
partnered with Dr. Joseph Johnson and his graduate 
students (now at University of Cincinnati) and the Ohio 
Department of Transportation to gate abandoned 
railroad tunnels being used as hibernacula by state-
listed bats. One such tunnel in Woodbury Wildlife 
Area was gated in 2022 after finding a large colony of 
state-endangered little brown bats and tri-colored bats. 
The success of the tunnel gate reducing disturbance 
was demonstrated by a survey in December 2022: 675 
little brown bats and 14 tri-colored bats were counted, 
which is an increase of over 100 bats since 2021 and is 
a testament to the effectiveness such partnerships can 
have on wildlife conservation.   

BALD EAGLE -  The bald eagle has continued to 
increase in Ohio since 1979. As a result of its comeback, 
in 2008 the bald eagle was removed from the state 
threatened and endangered species list in 2012. In the 
spring of 2020, the Ohio Division of Wildlife completed 
its first statewide bald eagle nest census since 2012. 
From more than 2,500 citizen science reports, biologists 
confirmed 707 bald eagle nests in 85 counties throughout 
Ohio through aerial and ground surveys. This was a 
150% increase over the 2012 census, during which 
281 nests were documented in 59 counties. All regions 
of Ohio saw an increase in the numbers of bald eagle 
nests, but southwestern Ohio had the greatest increase, 
jumping 722% from 9 to 74 nests. In 2021-2022, the 
Ohio Division of Wildlife conducted its annual bald eagle 
nest surveys of specific areas of the state, and the results 

TRI-COLORED BAT BALD EAGLE
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ecology study led by the University of Minnesota. Twenty 
trumpeter swans were collared with transmitters in 
northwest, northeast, and central Ohio. The major 
finding as of summer 2022 was that Ohio’s trumpeter 
swans are largely non-migratory, remaining within 
several miles of their breeding territories throughout 
the year. Central Ohio swans are the most likely to 
move short distances to open water sources during 
periods of severe cold and ice. Several trumpeter swan 
transmitters are still functioning as of late 2022, and 
swan movements can be observed at trumpeterswan.
netlify.app/locations.html. 

OHIO BIRD CONSERVATION INITIATIVE -   The 
goals of the Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative (OBCI) 
are to: 1) develop and coordinate initiatives for bird 
conservation, 2) encourage landscape-oriented 
conservation effort, 3) focus conservation efforts on 
common birds and species of conservation concern, 
4) develop management strategies that are guided by 
sound science, 5) promote bird-based recreational 
opportunities, and 6) communicate the value of birds 
and their conservation to the public, businesses, and 
government officials. OBCI currently focuses on three 
priority projects, which are 1) Lights Out Ohio – a 
program aimed at reducing migratory bird collisions 
in urban areas, 2) Forest Management for Birds – a 
program aimed at improving forest management for 
birds, and 3) All-Bird Conservation Planning – which 
involves revising an All-Bird Conservation Plan for Ohio. 
Notable accomplishments for the Lights Out program 
include documenting the deaths of thousands of 
migratory birds in Ohio cities and working with building 

owners to adopt strategies to reduce these deaths 
that include reducing lighting in buildings and applying 
treatments to glass that prevent bird collisions. For the 
Forest Management for Birds program, an outreach 
handbook for landowners entitled, “Management of 
Small Forest Patches for Birds” was published in 2020. 
Finally, revision of the All Bird Conservation Plan is 
nearing completion. The Ohio Division of Wildlife 
annually supports the salary for the OBCI coordinator. 
For more information on OBCI, go to obcinet.org. 

AMERICAN BURYING BEETLE –  The American 
burying beetle, also commonly referred to as a carrion 
beetle, was once distributed throughout Ohio as well 
as in 34 other states, the District of Columbia, and 
Canada. The last American burying beetle reported 
in Ohio was in 1974 near Old Man’s Cave in Hocking 
County. The Ohio Division of Wildlife has partnered 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Wilds, and 
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens for many years 
to restore this beetle to its native range. These large 
orange and black beetles are reared in captivity and 
then released at Fernald Nature Center, the Wilds, and 
the Wayne National Forest. For the first time since 
1974, burying beetles 
were found on these 
sites beginning in 2019, 
indicating the released 
beetles had reproduced 
and survived in the 
wild over the winter, a 
vital milestone to the 
reintroduction effort.

TRUMPETER SWANS
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FISHER –   Fisher historically occurred in Ohio 
but by 1850 were extirpated from the state, as they 
were throughout large portions of the southern end 
of their range, because of loss of forested habitat and 
over-exploitation. In recent years fisher have started to 
make a comeback in the northeastern and midwestern 
U.S. in response to increasing availability of forested 
habitat combined with reintroduction efforts. Ohio’s 
first modern-day confirmed fisher sighting occurred 
in 2013, and it appears that fisher are beginning to 
naturally recolonize the state from growing populations 
in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Since 2013, the Ohio 
Division of Wildlife has documented 27 confirmed 
sightings in seven counties in northeast Ohio. In 2019, 
as the number of sightings increased, fisher status in 
Ohio was updated from extirpated to special interest. 
In 2022, the Ohio Division of Wildlife funded a research 
project, conducted by Dr. Bill Peterman at The Ohio 
State University, to map potential fisher habitat in Ohio 
and connectivity to source populations in nearby states. 
Dr. Peterman’s work indicates that large, forested 
portions of eastern Ohio have sufficient habitat to 
support resident populations, and moderate to high 
potential for movement from established populations 
to allow for continued natural recolonization.

GRASSLAND SNAKES –  In 2021-22, the Ohio 
Division of Wildlife and The Ohio State University 
partnered in surveying Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area 
for several state-listed snake species: the eastern 
massasauga (federally endangered), plains gartersnake 
(state endangered), smooth greensnake (state 
endangered), and Kirtland’s snake (state threatened). 
Surveys were conducted by foot and with camera 
technology. With only one season of using cameras, 
listed snakes were identified in Killdeer Plains that 
previously had no records.

FISHER

EXPANDING THE MOTUS MIGRATORY 
WILDLIFE TRACKING SYSTEM – The Ohio Division 
of Wildlife, along with several other Midwestern state 
wildlife agencies, received a competitive state wildlife 
grant in 2021 to expand the Motus tracking system in 
central Ohio. The Motus automated telemetry system 
started in 2012 as an effort by Bird Studies Canada and 
has revolutionized the ability to study the migratory 
pathways of small birds, bats, and insects. Lightweight 
radio tags that emit a radio frequency at regular intervals 
are detected by automated telemetry receiver stations 
spread across the landscape. Expanding the receiver 
station infrastructure is important for improving the 
detectability of tagged individuals passing through the 
state. Ohio installed six automated telemetry towers 
between Dayton and Buckeye Lake in 2022.. 

OHIO’S NATIVE BEES –  Due to concerns of 
widespread declines in native insect pollinators, the 
Ohio Division of Wildlife partnered with Dr. Karen 
Goodell at The Ohio State University to conduct 
a statewide survey of Ohio’s native bee species in 
2020. More than 200 species of bees were identified, 
including several that have never been documented 
in Ohio before. Host plants associated with many 
of these species were also determined, and future 
research will investigate if habitat loss is contributing 
to bee species declines.
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 EASTERN HELLBENDER –  A total of 1,806 
human-reared hellbenders have been released into 
26 sites in 10 watersheds over the past 10 years. 
This has been accomplished through a partnership 
with the Toledo Zoo, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, 
Penta Career Center, the Wilds, Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Jefferson, Belmont, and Columbiana County Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. Together with efforts 
to restore stream habitats, the hellbender head-start 
program is working to reverse the precipitous decline of 
this rare amphibian by establishing multiple self-sustaining 
populations in Ohio. Researchers with The Ohio State 
University and Ohio University are continuing to monitor 
populations and identify factors responsible for the low 
levels of recruitment of young salamanders.

RARE FISH RESEARCH AND REINTRODUCTION 
–  The statewide fish distribution survey by The Ohio 
State University culminated in a 2019 book entitled “A 
Naturalists Guide to the Fishes of Ohio” by Dan Rice 
and Brian Zimmerman. This detailed field guide is a 
valuable resource to fish enthusiasts and professionals 
alike providing detailed information on life history, 
distribution, and identification for all native and non-
native fish species found in Ohio waters. Several 
translocation and reintroduction projects have begun 
on the following species of greatest conservation 
need: bluebreast darter, Tippecanoe darter, longhead 
darter, variegate darter, Iowa darter, blacknose shiner, 
blackchin shiner, pirate perch, western banded killifish, 
lake chubsucker, and spotted gar. Cooperators on 
these projects include: Indiana DNR, Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission, The Ohio State University, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Franklin, Medina, and Summit 
County Metro Parks, ODNR Division of Natural Areas 

FRESHWATER MUSSELS –  As a group, freshwater 
mussels are among the most imperiled animals in the 
U.S. The Ohio Division of Wildlife continues to fund 
research at The Ohio State University and the Freshwater 
Mussel Conservation Facility located at the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium. Research focuses on all facets of 
freshwater mussel ecology, biology, and conservation. 
Biologists at The Ohio State University and the Ohio 
Division of Wildlife recently developed a conservation 
and restoration plan for Ohio’s native freshwater 
mussels. The plan identifies top priority species for 
captive propagation, research, and reintroduction 
activities, with the goal of restoring populations in their 
native habitats throughout Ohio. Mussel larvae need 
to attach to a fish host to transform into juveniles. 
Therefore, for propagation projects to be successful, 
it is important to identify the appropriate fish host for 
each species. Much of the work conducted at the facility 
focuses on fish host identification. In vitro techniques 
are also being developed to allow for metamorphosis 
of mussel larvae into juveniles in a liquid culture media. 
By bypassing this critical host and parasite relationship 
in the laboratory, the facility could propagate higher 
numbers of mussels, reduce impacts to fish populations, 
and propagate mussels even if the host fish is unknown. 
In addition, emerging technologies have been applied to 
Ohio’s mussels in new and potentially important ways 
to better understand the health of these rare animals. 
Scientists are using molecular tools to investigate how 
gene expression and metabolite composition changes 
when mussels are subjected to stress due to captivity 
or translocation between habitats.

EASTERN HELLBENDER

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
AQUATIC WILDLIFE DIVERSITY
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and Preserves, and private landowners. Documentation 
of natural reproduction at stocked locations has 
occurred for several of the reintroduced species 
indicating that they are self-sustaining populations. 
Results have been particularly positive for the bluebreast 
darter and Tippecanoe darter.

Through the efforts of the Maumee River Lake 
Sturgeon Recovery Group, a long-term effort to release 
human-reared lake sturgeon into the Maumee River 
was implemented in 2018 and approximately 4,500 
fish raised at the Toledo Zoo and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Genoa National Fish Hatchery have 
been released. It is hoped that this long-term effort will 
establish a self-sustaining population in Lake Erie.

Ohio Division of Wildlife is partnering with the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture and Muskingum Watershed 
Conservation District to exclude cattle from rivers and 
streams in the Muskingum River watershed.

DAM REMOVAL –  Removing obsolete dams has 
become a viable tool for improving habitat and fish 
passage. The Ohio Division of Wildlife partnered 
with several organizations to remove dams, including 
the Ballville Dam on the Sandusky River in 2018 and 
the Six-Mile Dam on the Walhonding River in 2020. 
Removing these dams will restore natural functions and 
increase aquatic diversity. Work is underway to remove 
the Gorge Dam on the Cuyahoga River.

CATTLE EXCLUSION – It has been a common 
practice to allow cattle access to streams for water. 
This practice can negatively impact habitat and aquatic 
organisms. Cattle can degrade stream banks, add organic 
waste to the stream, and trample aquatic organisms 
like freshwater mussels. There is a simple solution to 
this problem that has been effectively used around 
Ohio. By fencing out cattle and providing an alternate 
water source out of the stream channel, the stream will 
recover over time and aquatic diversity will rebound. The 

STATEWIDE ODONATE AND CRAYFISH 
SURVEYS –  These lesser known aquatic species are an 
important component of aquatic systems and there is 
little information available on their current distribution. 
Through projects with The Ohio State University and 
Midwest Biodiversity Institute, we are getting a better 
grasp on the status of these two animal groups so that 
we can better manage them. These efforts culminated 
in the 2022 publication entitled “A Naturalist Guide to 
the Crayfish of Ohio” by Roger Thoma and the soon 
to be published “A Naturalist Guide to the Odonates 
of Ohio” by Jim McCormac, Dave McShaffrey, and 
MaLisa Spring.

WATERSHED CONSERVATION EFFORTS – 
Watershed coordinators across Ohio work with diverse 
partnerships of stakeholders to develop and implement 
watershed action plans that are aimed at restoring 
and maintaining the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of water resources within the watershed. 
The Ohio Division of Wildlife supports watershed 
coordinators in Captina Creek, Yellow Creek, Little 
Beaver Creek, and Killbuck Creek. Their conservation 
actions include repatriation efforts for the eastern 
hellbender, riparian zone protection, stream bank 
restoration and stabilization, low-head dam removal, 
and cattle exclusion.

BALLVILLE DAM
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WILDLIFE DIVERSITY DATABASE
A project was funded to develop a comprehensive 

database for wildlife diversity species.
The purpose of the database is to consolidate species 

locality records (historical and current) in one efficient 
format. The long-term goal is to develop the most 
extensive wildlife database in Ohio. Combined with GIS 
technology, the database will be a useful tool in assessing 
species status, responding to consultant requests, 
prioritizing future species survey work and identifying 
significant areas in need of habitat conservation measures.

WILD SCHOOL SITES AND PROJECT WILD
Since 1986, Division staff and volunteers have 

conducted dozens of Project WILD, Aquatic WILD, 
Growing Up WILD, and Climate and Wildlife training 
seminars annually for educators to learn about Ohio’s 
wildlife species and conservation and how to implement 
wildlife management concepts into the school 
curriculum. We have trained over 29,000 educators in 
Project WILD-related programs since 2000 who, on 
average, reach approximately 35,000 students each year.

Beginning in 1993, educators and school 
administrators were introduced to the concept of 
WILD School Sites, or outdoor classrooms, for students 
to take what they learn from Project WILD and, use 
hands-on approaches, and apply it to the creation of 
wildlife habitat on school grounds. We have certified 
200 WILD School Sites since 1994.  Since our wildlife 
education grant program began in 2004, we have issued 
469 wildlife education grants to schools, libraries, 
day cares, nature centers, and other educational 
organizations, impacting over 93,000 students.

SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL 
MATERIALS & PUBLICATIONS

The Division of Wildlife has sponsored a number of 
publications with the Ohio Biological Survey (OBS), an inter-
institutional consortium dedicated to the natural history and 
conservation of Ohio’s flora and fauna. This partnership has 
produced high quality publications on a variety of topics and is 
a foundation of knowledge for biologists, naturalists, teachers 
and other educators. Publications may be purchased online 
at:  http://www.ohiobiologicalsurvey.org/pub_highlight/

The Naturalist’s Guide to the Fishes of Ohio (2019)
Reptiles of Ohio (2021)
The Naturalist’s Guide to the Crayfish of Ohio (2022)

MUSSEL

ADDITIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

ZOO PARTNERSHIPS
For many years, we have worked with Ohio’s zoos to 

educate people about native wildlife and on research 
and repatriation of rare animals, including beetles, 
freshwater mussels, fish, amphibians, and reptiles. 
Bringing home the conservation message to your own 
backyard has become a significant component in the 
zoo education, exhibits,  and repatriation programs. 
We send current information on population status 
and trends to keep their staff informed, contributed 
funding to several native wildlife exhibits, animal rearing 
facilities, and staffing. The list below does not include all 
Division of Wildlife sponsored projects, just the ones 
funded from the Wildlife Diversity Fund for the five-
year period:

CINCINNATI ZOO
• $5,400 American burying beetle, FY19

• $20,000 American burying beetle, FY20

COLUMBUS ZOO
• $3,400 annually Plains gartersnake propagation, 

FY18-22 
• $6,500 American burying beetle, FY19
• $30,000 American burying beetle, FY20
• $78,000 American burying beetle, FY21

TOLEDO ZOO
• $44,189 (total) Karner Blue butterfly captive 

rearing, FY18-22 
• $13,000 annually for Lake Sturgeon and 

Hellbender propagation, FY18-22

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
 The division has created a series of educational field 
guides and posters that are provided free to the public. 

2018 Raptors of Ohio field guide

2019 Mussels of Ohio field guide

2020 Trees of Ohio field guide

2020 Backyards for Butterflies

2021 Millipedes of Ohio field guide

2022 Wetland Plants of Ohio field guide

http://www.ohiobiologicalsurvey.org/pub_highlight/ 
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MISSION STATEMENT: To conserve and improve fish 
and wildlife resources and their habitats for sustainable 
use and appreciation by all. 

TABLES ON INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
Table 1 summarizes income to the Division of Wildlife, Wildlife Diversity Fund for the period, FY2018 – 2022, and Table 
2 summarizes expenditures for the same period.

TABLE 1: INCOME  
FY18 - FY22

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY AND ENDANGERED SPECIES FUND

(ORC 1531.26 Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Fund)

FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22

TAX CHECKOFF $254,501.39 $258,417.01 $236,701.62  $372,512.08  $313,880.87 

OTHER INCOME* $1,892,246.53 $1,527,486.27 $3,188,069.76  $2,287,679.16  $3,017,953.93 

INTEREST $65,840.85 $58,432.92 $31,773.41  $16,536.81  $14,995.66 

TOTAL $2,212,588.77 $1,844,336.20 $3,456,544.79  $2,676,728.05  $3,346,830.46 

*Other Income includes:
•  Wildlife Conservation (Cardinal) license plate sales began 3/97.
•  Bald Eagle license plates sales began in 6/99, but can only be used for bald eagle conservation.
•  Federal reimbursement (65% of project costs) through the State Wildlife Grant program annually and other grant programs 

intermittently (e.g. Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund and Land and Water Conservation Fund).
• Donations

TABLE 2: EXPENDITURES
FY18 - FY22

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY AND ENDANGERED SPECIES FUND

 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22

LAND ACQUISITION $0 $ 4,233,828.34* $ 66,348.78 $0 $0

MGT. & RESEARCH $1,849,291,85 $2,169,753.47 $2,093,164.56  $1,895,921.46  $2,040,722.97

TOTALS $1,849,291.85 $6,403,581.81 $2,159,513.34  $1,895,921.46  $2,040,722.97

*  This includes the purchase of over 1,473 acres in the Eagle Creek Wildlife Area (Brown County). 

Please note: The Wildlife Diversity Fund provides only a portion of the needs and expenses of our wildlife diversity species. 
Overhead including personnel, equipment, and facilities is funded by hunter and angler dollars from the sales of licenses and 
permits from the Wildlife Fund. We also receive 65% federal reimbursement on eligible projects from the State Wildlife Grants 
program administered by the USFWS.

The primary source of funding for the division comes from the sale of hunting and fishing licenses, federal excise taxes on hunting, 
fishing, and shooting equipment. Recently, Governor DeWine with support from the General Assembly provided capital bond 
dollars. We care about all wildlife and maintaining stable, healthy wildlife populations. Our challenge is to balance the needs of 
wildlife, habitat, and people.


