
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Ohioans helped document more than 700 nests in 85 counties in Ohio during the 2020 Bald Eagle Nest 
Census.  This is a tremendous comeback since the late 1970s when only 4 nests existed in one county (Ottawa)!   
 
 The state threatened trumpeter swan population continues to climb.  Surveys conducted in 2020 found 98 
breeding pairs and 235 cygnets in 20 counties throughout Ohio.  A migration ecology project was started in 
conjunction with regional partners.  A total of twelve adult trumpeter swans were tagged with collars containing 
GPS-GSM transmitters.  Tagged birds from Ohio and other Midwestern states and provinces can be tracked at 
https://trumpeterswan.netlify.app/locations.html.     

 
 The Kirtland’s warbler was delisted from the federal Threatened and Endangered Species List on October 8, 
2019.  The warbler has also been proposed for delisting from the state list.  

 
 The bat mobile acoustic survey has taken place every year since 2011. In 2020, 26 routes were run by ~55 
volunteers in the month of July for a total of 72 surveys. The project has shown a 31% decline in overall bat 
detection rate (detections per minute per mile) from 2011-2020. Little brown, tri-colored and northern long-
eared bats were state listed as endangered in July 2020.  
 
 The bat roost monitoring project continued in 2020 with 17 roosts being surveyed by 25 volunteers recording 
a total of 61 big brown bats, 153 Indiana bats, and 828 other/unknown bats. For more information on how you 
can be involved in this project, please visit https://u.osu.edu/obwg/get-involved/. 
 
 The bat hibernacula study, in partnership with Ohio University, continued over winter 2019-2020. In total, 
50 caves, 22 mine portals, and 51 non-traditional hibernacula were surveyed and 523 big brown bats, 250 
little brown bats, 90 tri-colored bats, 7 silver-haired bats, and 1 eastern small-footed bat were observed. 
 
 The Division, The Nature Conservancy and Cincinnati Museum Center have continued our partnership with 
research biologists to conserve Ohio’s only remaining Allegheny woodrat population, located in Adams County. In 
2019, two female woodrats were relocated from neighboring states to Ohio. This fall, researchers trapped woodrats 
to collect tissue samples for genetic analysis. The results, anticipated in early 2021, will let us know if our relocated 
female woodrats were successful at increasing genetic diversity in the Adams County woodrat population. 

 
 Report Threatened & Endangered species sightings to the Division’s Wildlife Reporting Website.   
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2020 
Selected Terrestrial Species & Projects Update 

This is a brief overview of the status of selected terrestrial wildlife species and projects.  For more detailed 
information consult the Division of Wildlife’s website.  


