
Conservation benefits: Across North America grassland birds have been experiencing significant population
declines. Improving grassland habitat at larger scales—which provides food, shelter, and nesting habitat for at-risk
grassland birds—is hard to achieve without significant funding. In this habitat restoration project, we would work
with partners to help enhance 1000 acres of nesting habitat for grassland birds. Many of these birds are Species of
Greatest Conservation Need, like Northern bobwhite and Henslow's sparrow. This project would also help meet
state goals for creating habitat for the Monarch butterfly, a federal candidate species under the Endangered
Species Act, and also a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Ohio. 

Partners: Ohio Division of Wildlife, Pheasants Forever, United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Economic Impact: This project would benefit rural communities by improving wildlife habitat and creating more
wildlife viewing opportunities, like birding. It would create local jobs in habitat restoration and management, in
addition to protecting ecosystem services, like pollination and carbon capture.

Congressional District: 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 16                                                  Estimated Budget: $400,000/year

Our natural world provides innumerable benefits to human health, well-being, and economic prosperity. As wildlife and their
habitats disappear, those benefits are compromised. Across the country, experts have identified more than 12,000 Species of
Greatest Conservation Need. Unfortunately, we lack a dedicated funding stream to conserve our nation's biodiversity and help
prevent thousands of vulnerable species from becoming endangered.

The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act would be the most significant investment in wildlife conservation in a generation— 
it would fund proactive, voluntary efforts to address the nation’s wildlife crisis. Passage of the Act would stimulate our
economy, create more outdoor recreation opportunities, and conserve our natural heritage for future generations.

In FY2019, Ohio received $1,467,789 in State and Tribal Wildlife Grant funding which enabled headway on several priority
species. However, with current funding at less than 5% of what's needed to implement State Wildlife Action Plans, state
wildlife agencies and their partners struggle to keep up with species in decline—to understand all of their unique needs and
implement the broad-scale conservation work necessary to stabilize populations. 

The following are just a few examples of what Ohio could achieve with passage of the Recovering America's Wildlife Act. For
just these three projects, the estimated budget exceeds the entire annual State and Tribal Wildlife Grant funding
apportionment. At-risk grassland birds, butterflies, and freshwater species would be helped through these examples, but
many of Ohio's more than 400 Species of Greatest Conservation Need may not be so fortunate without adequate funding.

Recovering America's Wildlife Act would reap benefits tenfold by helping to prevent future endangered species listings,
creating new jobs, investing in our natural infrastructure, and protecting important wildlife services—such as pollination and
water filtration. This legislation would boost our outdoor recreation economy, which depends on healthy fish and wildlife
populations. It would ensure more wildlife viewing opportunities, which directly contributes to millions of jobs and billions in
annual consumer spending. With passage of the Act, we could start implementing these projects right away.
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Conservation Benefits: Many freshwater species have declined or disappeared from their original range because
of declines in water quality and habitat loss along rivers and water bodies. Improvements in water and habitat
quality provides an opportunity to repatriate rare fish and mussels back to their historic ranges where they cannot
recolonize naturally. However, expertise for raising rare fish and mussels is very specialized and requires costly
infrastructure. With sufficient funding, opportunities for repatriation include the Shovelnose sturgeon to large
Ohio River tributaries, Sauger to Lake Erie, Lake sturgeon to the Cuyahoga River and other Lake Erie tributaries,
and several rare mussels to various river and streams where they once resided. This project will benefit numerous
fish and mussel Species of Greatest Conservation Need. 

Partners: Ohio Division of Wildlife, The Ohio State University, USFWS, Toledo and Columbus Zoo 

Economic Impact: This project would provide local jobs related to the construction and management of
repatriation facilities, and ongoing breeding programs. With restored healthy fish and mussel populations, it would
help ensure a future with clean rivers and streams, and ample outdoor recreation opportunities.

Congressional District: Statewide                                                                Estimated Budget: $600,000/year

Conservation Benefits: Using Project WILD, an established conservation education program, we could initially
expand our outreach efforts into Ohio’s five largest cities. Such programs are a challenge without adequate
funding for staff, grants, and materials. Education programs would include tailored professional development
for urban school teachers—including resources and schoolyard habitat enhancement grants—as well as
supporting partners in their outreach efforts to schools through student wildlife programming. Professional
development will include Ohio wildlife and habitat information, wildlife related career information, field trips
to local parks and wildlife areas, and support for student research projects related to wildlife and habitats. 

Partners: Ohio Division of Wildlife, Environmental Education Council of Ohio, Ohio EPA, Ohio Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, local metro and city park districts, urban school districts.

Economic & Societal Impact: Children who have access to nature receive many physical and psychological
benefits—potentially resulting in numerous positive educational and health outcomes. This program would
result in an increase in knowledge of wildlife issues and increased local connections with nature. It would
provide more opportunities for outdoor recreation in local wildlife areas and parks. Along with other urban
green space, schoolyard habitats provide outdoor spaces for learning, important resources for pollinators,
help reduce the "heat island" effect in cities, and naturally capture carbon.

Congressional District: 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, but eventually statewide

Estimated Budget: $500,000/year

Project Spotlight: 

WILD in the City—Urban Wildlife Education Program

Project Spotlight: Rare Animal Repatriation

SGCN shown: Bobolink

Shovelnose sturgeon

Monarch butterfly


