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*The Appalachian Blaster Certification Delegation (ABCD) is comprised of blasting regulators from the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 

and Enforcement (OSM), Alabama, Indiana, Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and participating 

western states.  The primary goal is to bring together blasting specialists and administrators to compare and improve their blaster 

certification programs and work toward equivalent effectiveness. 

 

Appalachian Blaster Certification Delegation* 

Blaster Continuing Education Workgroup 

Guidelines for Developers of On-Line Training 
 

Purpose:  State and federal regulatory authorities that issue blaster certificates/licenses require continuing 

education for renewal of the credential.  To meet this requirement, on-line continuing education classes are 

becoming more popular with the blasting workforce.  These guidelines are meant to help on-line training 

developers deliver meaningful content, evaluate student knowledge, ensure adequate training time, document 

attendance, and provide sufficient course documentation that will facilitate acceptance by each regulatory 

authority (RA).   

Content: Training material may cover any of the topics listed in Attachment A, which is based on 30 CFR 

850.13, or other blasting-related topics.  Before requesting approval from a RA, the developer should have the 

content and format reviewed by a knowledgeable person or team for: factual accuracy; identification of 

sources of charts, graphs and other figures; quality of videos, animations and other visual aids; and grammar, 

punctuation and spelling.  None of the content should sound like a sales pitch for a commercial product or 

service.  The developer will make the training and content available at no cost to at least one person from each 

RA for review and approval purposes.    

Knowledge:  Each class should evaluate the student’s knowledge with a success rate of at least 80 percent.  

Developers should consider dividing the class into multiple modules with quizzes at the conclusion of each 

module.    

Time:  On-line class credit hours should be developed on an hourly basis.  The developer is responsible for 

establishing the credit hours with consideration for time spent on lectures, visual aids, and knowledge 

assessment.  Each student must complete the entire course before any certificate is issued.   

Attendance:  Developers must be able to document and track the identity of each student.  This information 

should be retained for at least 5 years and made available to the RA upon request. 

Certificates:  A completion certificate will be issued to each student for each class.  The certificate will include: 

1. “Certificate of Completion” 

2. Company providing the training and contact information 

3. Trainer name and signature 

4. Name of the class and a short description or list of major topics 

5. Continuing education hours of credit 

6. Student name 

7. Blaster certificate/license number or a certificate tracking number 

8. Date of completion 

 

RA approval: Courses will be reviewed on an “As Is” basis, and the training hours assigned by the developer 

will be considered.  However, each RA will evaluate the training and accept the credit hours relative to their 

program requirements.  

 

https://www.osmre.gov/resources/blasting.shtm
https://www.in.gov/dnr/reclamation/3488.htm
https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Mining/Reclamation-Enforcement/explosives-blasting/Pages/default.aspx
http://minerals.ohiodnr.gov/mining-industry/blasting
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Mining/BureauofMiningPrograms/Blasting/Pages/default.aspx
https://dep.wv.gov/dmr/blasting/Pages/default.aspx

